THE DEEPER CHRISTIAN LIFE
By Andrew Murray

1. DAILY FELLOWSHIPWITH GOD

1. The first and chief need of our Christian lifekgllowship with God.

The Divine life within us comes from God, and idieaty dependent upon Him. As |
need every moment afresh the air to breathe, asutih@very moment afresh sends down
its light, so it is only in direct living communittan with God that my soul can be strong.

The manna of one day was corrupt when the nexcdme. | must every day have fresh
grace from heaven, and | obtain it only in direeiting upon God Himself. Begin each
day by tarrying before God, and letting Him touduyTake time to meet God.

2. To this end, let your first act in your devotiba a setting yourself still before God. In
prayer, or worship, everything depends upon Godhtpkhe chief place. | must bow
quietly before Him in humble faith and adoratiopeaking thus within my heart: “God
is. God is near. God is love, longing to commuraddimself to me. God the Almighty
One, Who worketh all in all, is even now waiting work in me, and make Himself
known.” Take time, till you know God is very near.

3. When you have given God His place of honor, glamnyd power, take your place of
deepest lowliness, and seek to be filled with tpeitSof humility. As a creature it is your
blessedness to be nothing, that God may be albin A&s a sinner you are not worthy to
look up to God; bow in self abasement. As a s&attGod’s love overwhelm you, and
bow you still lower down. Sink down before Him imrhility, meekness, patience, and
surrender to His goodness and mercy. He will eyalt Oh! take time, to get very low
before God.

4. Then accept and value your place in Christ JeSwsl delights in nothing but His
beloved Son, and can be satisfied with nothing iel$kose who draw nigh to Him. Enter
deep into God’'s holy presence in the boldness wihingh blood gives, and in the
assurance that in Christ you are most well-pleasm@hrist you are within the veil. You
have access into the very heart and love of théedrafThis is the great object of
fellowship with God, that | may have more of Godmy life, and that God may see
Christ formed in me. Be silent before God and leh Hless you.

5. This Christ is a living Person. He loves you watipersonal love, and He looks every
day for the personal response of your love. Lodk idis face with trust, till His love
really shines into your heart. Make His heart gbgdelling Him that you do love Him.
He offers Himself to you as a personal Saviour ldedper from the power of sin. Do not
ask, can | be kept from sinning, if | keep closeHion? but ask, can | be kept from
sinning,if He always keeps close to med you see at once how safe it is to trust Him.

6. We have not only Christ’s life in us as a powaerd His presence with us as a person,
but we have His likeness to be wrought into usidHe be formed in us, so that His form



or figure, His likeness, can be seen in us. BowieeGod until you get some sense of the
greatness and blessedness of the work to be camidy God in you this day. Say to
God, “Father, here am | for Thee to give as mucina of Christ's likeness as | can
receive.” And wait to hear Him say, “My child, Ivg thee as much of Christ as thy heart
is open to receive.” The God who revealed Jesuwanflesh and perfected Him, will
reveal Him in thee and perfect thee in Him. ThehEatoves the Son, and delights to
work out His image and likeness in thee. Count updhat this blessed work will be
done in thee as thou waitest on thy God, and hofdiswship with Him.

7. The likeness to Christ consists chiefly in twongs-the likeness of His death and
resurrection, (Romans 6:5). The death of Christ thi@sconsummation of His humility
and obedience, the entire giving up of His lifedod. In Him we are dead to sin. As we
sink down in humility and dependence and entireesuer to God, the power of His
death works in us, and we are made conformabledaleath. And so we know Him in
the power of His resurrection, in the victory owém, and all the joy and power of the
risen life. Therefore every morning, “present y@lwves unto God as those that are alive
from the dead.” He will maintain the life He gawd bestow the grace to live as risen
ones.

8. All this can only be in the power of the Holy 8piwho dwells in you. Count upon

Him to glorify Christ in you. Count upon Christ tacrease in you the inflowing of His

Spirit. As you wait before God to realize His pmese remember that the Spirit is in you
to reveal the things of God. Seek in God’s presgéadeve the anointing of the Spirit of
Christ so truly that your whole life may every marhbe spiritual.

9. As you meditate on this wondrous salvation argk ell fellowship with the great and

holy God, and wait on Him to reveal Christ in ygou will feel how needful the giving

up of all is to receive Him. Seek grace to know twheeans to live as wholly for God as
Christ did. Only the Holy Spirit Himself can teagbu what an entire yielding of the
whole life to God can mean. Wait on God to show iothis what you do not know. Let
every approach to God, and every request for falopvwith Him be accompanied by a
new, very definite, and entire surrender to Himvtwk in you.

10. “By faith” must here, as through all Scriptureydaall the spiritual life, be the
keynote. As you tarry before God, let it be in aglguiet faith in Him, the Invisible One,
who is so near, so holy, so mighty, so loving. ldeep, restful faith too, that all the
blessings and powers of the heavenly life are atgimu, and in you. Just yield yourself
in the faith of a perfect trust to the Ever Blesséaly Trinity to work out all God’s
purpose in you. Begin each day thus in fellowshifh wod, and God will be all in all to
you.

2. PRIVILEGE AND EXPERIENCE

“And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with aneg all that | have is thine.= Luke
15:31

The words of the text are familiar to us all. Theee son had complained and said, that
though his father had made a feast, and had Kitledatted calf for the prodigal son, he
had never given him even a kid that he might makerynwith his friends. The answer of



the father was: “Son, thou art ever with me, ahdhalt | have is thine.” One cannot have
a more wonderful revelation of the heart of ourhéatin heaven than this points out to
us. We often speak of the wonderful revelationhef father’s heart in his welcome to the
prodigal son, and in what he did for him. But hese have a revelation of the father’s
love far more wonderful, in what he says to theeekbn.

If we are to experience a deepening of spiritifal kve want to discover clearly what is
the spiritual life that God would have us live, the one hand; and, on the other, to ask
whether we are living that life; or, if not, whahters us living it out fully.

This subject naturally divides itself into thesesthheads:--1. The high privilege of every
child of God. 2. The low experience of too manyusf believers. 3. The cause of the
discrepancy; and, lastly, The way to the restonatibthe privilege.

1. THE HIGH PRIVILEGE OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD.

We have here two things describing the privilegestF“Son, thou art ever with me”--
unbroken fellowship with thy Father is thy portidecond, “All that | have is thine”--all
that God can bestow upon His children is theirs.

“Thou are ever with me;” | am always near theeutleanst dwell every hour of thy life
in My presence, and all | have is for thee. | afather, with a loving father’s heart. | will
withhold no good thing from thee. In these promises have the rich privilege of God’s
heritage. We have, in the first place, unbrokelovedhip with Him. A father never sends
his child away with the thought that he does nat about his child knowing that he
loves him. The father longs to have his child badi¢hat he has the light of his father’s
countenance upon him all the day--that, if he sehd<hild away to school, or anywhere
that necessity compels, it is with a sense of 8eerof parental feelings. If it be so with
an earthly father, what think you of God? Does ldewant every child of His to know
that he is constantly living in the light of Hiswtenance? This is the meaning of that
word, “Son, thou art ever with me.”

That was the privilege of God'’s people in Old Testat times. We are told that “Enoch
walked with God.” God’s promise to Jacob was: “Blehd am with thee, and will keep
thee in all places whither thou goest, and wilhgrthee again into this land; for | will not
leave thee until | have done that which | have spalo thee of.” And God’s promise to
Israel through Moses, was: “My presence shall gihwhee, and | will give thee rest.”
And in Moses’ response to the promise, he says; Wheerein shall it be known that |
and Thy people have found grace in Thy sight? t@itthat Thou goest with us; so shall
we be separated, | and Thy people, from all thepleethat are upon the face of the
earth.” The presence of God with Israel was theknudrtheir separation from other
people. This is the truth taught in all the Old thesent; and if so, how much more may
we look for it in the New Testament? Thus we finad 8aviour promising to those who
love Him and who keep His word, that the Fatheo algl love them, and Father and Son
will come and make Their abode with them.

Let that thought into your hearts--that the chifdsmd is called to this blessed privilege,
to live every moment of his life in fellowship witGod. He is called to enjoy the full
light of His countenance. There are many Christihnsuppose the majority of



Christians-who seem to regard the whole of theit3pwork as confined to conviction
and conversion:-not so much that He came to dwedur hearts, and there reveal God to
us. He came not to dwell near us, but in us, treatght be filled with His indwelling.
We are commanded to be “filled with the Spirit;eththe Holy Spirit would make God’s
presence manifest to us. That is the whole teacbinge epistle to the Hebrews:--the
veil is rent in twain; we have access into thedsiliof all by the blood of Jesus; we come
into the very presence of God, so that we candil/¢he day with that presence resting
upon us. That presence is with us wheresoever wargbin all kinds of trouble, we have
undisturbed repose and peace. “Son, thou art ellemnve.”

There are some people who seem to think that Gpdpime unintelligible sovereignty,
withdraws His face. But | know that God loves Hisople too much to withhold His
fellowship from them for any such reason. The tesson of the absence of God from us
is rather to be found in our sin and unbelief, tirmany supposed sovereignty of His. If
the child of God is walking in faith and obedienttes Divine presence will be enjoyed in
unbroken continuity.

Then there is the next blessed privilege: “All thdtave is thine.” Thank God, He has
given us His own Son; and in giving Him, He hasegiws all things that are in Him, He
has given us Christ’s life, His love, His Spiritisigjlory. “All things are yours; and ye are
Christ’'s; and Christ is God’s.” All the riches ofiHSon, the everlasting King, God
bestows upon every one of His children. “Son, taduever with me; and all that | have
is thine.” Is not that the meaning of all those weriul promises given in connection
with prayer: “Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name,shall receive.”? Yes, there it is.
That is the life of the children of God, as He Hatfidas pictured it to us.

In contrast with this high privilege of believelsok at:
2. THE LOW EXPERIENCE OF TOO MANY OF US.

The elder son was living with his father and segvimnm “these many years,” and he
complains that his father never gave him a kid,levhe gave his prodigal brother the
fatted calf. Why was this? Simply because he didask it. He did not believe that he
would get it, and therefore never asked it, ancenewnjoyed it. He continued thus to live
in constant murmuring and dissatisfaction; andkég note of all this wretched life is
furnished in what he said. His father gave him gteng, yet he never enjoyed it; and he
throws the whole blame on his loving and kind fatl® beloved, is not that the life of
many a believer? Do not many speak and act inthig? Every believer has the promise
of unbroken fellowship with God, but he says, “Maanot enjoyed it; | have tried hard
and done my best, and | have prayed for the blgsbimt | suppose God does not see fit
to grant it.” But why not? One says, it is the seugnty of God withholding the blessing.
The father withheld not his gifts from the eldeothier in sovereignty; neither does our
Heavenly Father withhold any good thing from thdrattlove Him. He does not make
any such differences between His children. “Hebie & make all grace abound towards
you” was the promise equally made to all in thei@bran church.

Some think these rich blessings are not for theub,fdr those who have more time to
devote to religion and prayer; or their circumsesare so difficult, so peculiar, that we
can have no conception of their various hindranBas.do not such think that God, if He
places them in these circumstances, cannot makendie abound accordingly? They



admit He could if He would, work a miracle for thewhich they can hardly expect. In
some way, they, like the elder son, throw the blam&od. Thus many are saying, when
asked if they are enjoying unbroken fellowship wabd:-“Alas, no! | have not been able
to attain to such a height; it is too high for rhkhow of some who have it, and | read of
it; but God has not given it to me, for some redsBut why not? You think, perhaps,
that you have not the same capacity for spiritiassing that others have. The Bible
speaks of a joy that is “unspeakable and full of\gl as the fruit of believing; of a “love
of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Gho&n unto us.” Do we desire it, do
we? Why not get it? Have we asked for it? We thirgkare not worthy of the blessing-
we are not good enough; and therefore God hasiwen gf. There are more among us
than we know of, or are willing to admit, who thrdlae blame of our darkness, and of
our wanderings on God! Take care! Take care! Take!c

And again, what about that other promise? The Faidngs, “All | have is thine.” Are you
rejoicing in the treasures of Christ? Are you camss of having an abundant supply for
all your spiritual needs every day? God has akehfer you in abundance. “Thou never
gavest me a kid!” The answer is, “All that | hagehine. | gave it thee in Christ.”

Dear reader, we have such wrong thoughts of GodcatWghGod like? | know no image
more beautiful and instructive than that of the.stime sun is never weary of shining;-of
pouring out his beneficent rays upon both the gardi the evil. You might close up the
windows with blinds or bricks, the sun would shiq@n them all the same; though we
might sit in darkness, in utter darkness, the sigiwould be just the same. God’s sun
shines on every leaf; on every flower; on everylblaf grass; on everything that springs
out of the ground. All receive this wealth of suimghuntil they grow to perfection and
bear fruit. Would He who made that sun be lessmglto poor out His love and life into
me? The sun--what beauty it creates! And my Goaud/ He not delight more in
creating a beauty and a fruitfulness in me?-sumh, &as He hapromisedto give? And
yet some say, when asked why they do not live liraken communion with God, “God
does not give it to me, | do not know why; but tisathe only reason | can give you--He
has not given it to me.” You remember the parablé® one who said, “I know thou art
an hard master, reaping where thou hast not sowngathering where thou hast not
strawed,” asking and demanding what thou hast imeinhg Oh! let us come and ask why
it is that the believer lives such a low experience

3. THE CAUSE OF THIS DISCREPANCY BETWEEN GOD’S GIFTAND OUR
LOW EXPERIENCE.

The believer is complaining that God has nevermgivien a kid. Or, God has given him
some blessing, but has never given the full blgsdite has never filled him with His
Spirit. “l never,” he says, “had my heart, as anfiain, giving forth the rivers of living
water promised in John 7: 38.” What is the caude® dlder son thought he was serving
his father faithfully “these many years” in hisHat’s house, but it was in the spirit of
bondage and not in the spirit of a child, so thatumbelief blinded him to the conception
of a father’s love and kindness, and he was unalblbe time to see that his father was
ready, not only to give him a kid, but a hundredaadhousand kids, if he would have
them. He was simply living in unbelief, in ignora&nén blindness, robbing himself of the
privileges that the father had for him. So, if #hée a discrepancy between our life and
the fulfillment and enjoyment of all God’s promisése fault is ours. It our experience be



not what God wants it to be, it is because of auralief in the love of God, in the power
of God, and in the reality of God’s promises.

God'’s word teaches us, in the story of the Isreglithat it was unbelief on their part that
was the cause of their troubles, and not any ltmomaor restriction on God’s part. As
Psalm 78th says: “He clave the rocks in the wildesn and gave them drink as out of the
great depths. He brought streams also out of ttlke Bnd caused waters to run down like
rivers.” Yet they sinned by doubting His power t@yde meat for them--“They spake
against God; they said, can God furnish a tablthénwilderness?” (Psalms 78:15-19).
Later on, we read in Psalms 78:41, “They turnecklzam tempted God, and limited the
Holy One of Israel.” They kept distrusting Him frotime to time. When they got to
Kadesh-Barnea, and God told them to enter the flamdng with milk and honey where
there would be rest, abundance, and victory, omy men said, “Yes;” we can take
possession, for God can make us conquer.” But ¢hespies, and the six hundred
thousand men answered, “No; we can never takeatite the enemies are too strong for
us.” It was simply unbelief that kept them out le¢ tand of promise.

If there is to be any deepening of the spiritul@ ih us, we must come to the discovery,
and the acknowledgment of the unbelief there sunhearts. God grant that we may get
this spiritual quickening, and that we may comede that it is by our unbelief that we
have prevented God from doing His work in us. Urdies the mother of disobedience,
and of all my sins and short comings--my temper, pnigle, my unlovingness, my
worldliness, my sins of every kind. Though thesiéediin nature and form, yet they all
come from the one root, viz, that we do not believéhe freedom and fullness of the
Divine gift of the Holy Spirit to dwell in us andrengthen us, and fill us with the life and
grace of God all the day long. Look, | pray youtlsdt elder son, and ask what was the
cause of that terrible difference between the hefatthie father and the experience of the
son. There can be no answer but that it was thfalsinbelief that utterly blinded the son
to a sense of his father’s love.

Dear fellow believer, | want to say to you, thatyou are not living in the joy of God’s
salvation, the entire cause is your unbelief. Youndt believe in the mighty power of
God, and that He is willing by His Holy Spirit toovk a thorough change in your life,
and enable you to live in fullness of consecratmilim. God is willing that you should
so live; but you do not believe it. If men reallglieved in the infinite love of God, what
a change it would bring about! What is love? laidesire to communicate oneself for the
good of the object loved-the opposite to selfisshes we read in 1 Corinthians 13.
“Love seeketh not her own.” Thus the mother isingllto sacrifice herself for the good
of her child. So God in His love is ever willing tmpart blessing; and He is omnipotent
in His love. This is true, my friends; God is ommiignt in love, and He is doing His
utmost to fill every heart in this house. “But ib& is really anxious to do that, and if He
is Almighty, why does He not do it now?” You mustirember, that God has given you a
will, and by the exercise of that will, you can éé&m God, and remain content, like the
elder son, with the low life of unbelief. Come, noand let us see the cause of the
difference between God’s high, blessed provision Hds children, and the low, sad
experience of many of us in the unbelief that dss and grieves Him.



4. THE WAY OF RESTORATION--HOW IS THAT TO BE BROUGHABOUT?

We all know the parable of the prodigal son; and heany sermons have been preached
about repentance, from that parable. We are t@t“tre came to himself and said, | will
arise and go to my father, and will say unto hiasxhér, | have sinned against heaven and
in thy sight.” In preaching, we speak of this ag first step in a changed life-as
conversion, as repentance, confession, returnir@oi. But, as this is the first step for
the prodigal, we must remember that this is als®o gtep to be taken by His erring
children--by all the ninety-nine “who need no refaece,” or think they do not. Those
Christians who do not understand how wrong their teligious life is, must be taught
that this is sin-unbelief; and that it is as neaggghat they should be brought to
repentance as the prodigal. You have heard a gesatof preaching repentance to the
unconverted; but | want to try to preach it to Godhildren. We have a picture of so
many of God’s children in that elder brother. Wha father told him, to bring about a
consideration of the love that He bore him, justhasloved the prodigal brother, thus
does God tell to us in our contentedness with sudbw life: “You must repent and
believe that | love you, and all that | have iswthi He says, “By your unbelief, you have
dishonoured me, living for ten, twenty, or thirtgays, and never believing what it was to
live in the blessedness of My love. You must cosifdee wrong you have done Me in
this, and be broken down in contrition of heart psstruly as the prodigal.”

There are many children of God who need to conthss,though they are His children,
they have never believed that God’'s promises are, that He is willing to fill their
hearts all the day long with His blessed presehese you believed this? If you have
not, all our teaching will be of no profit to yowlill you not say, “By the help of God, |
will begin now a new life of faith, and will notseuntil | know what such a life means. |
will believe that | am every moment in the Fathepi®sence, and all that He has is
mine?”

May the Lord God work this conviction in the heastsall cold believers. Have you ever
heard the expression, “a conviction for sanctifara®” You know, the unconverted man
needs a conviction before conversion. So doesaheminded Christian need conviction
before, and in order to sanctification, before luenes to a real insight to spiritual
blessedness. He must be convicted a second tinaeigeof his sinful life of doubt, and
temper, and unlovingness. He must be broken dowderutinat conviction; then there is
hope for him. May the Father of mercy grant alllstitat deep contrition, so that they
may be led into the blessedness of His presendegmjoy the fullness of His power and
love!

3. CARNAL OR SPIRITUAL?
“And Peter went out and wept bitterly.”buke 22:62

These words indicate the turning point in the lifiePeter--a crisis. There is often a
guestion about the life of holiness. Do you grote iti? or do you come into it be a crisis
suddenly? Peter has been growing for three yeatsruhe training of Christ, but he had
grown terribly downward, for the end of his growim@gs, he denied Jesus. And then
there came a crisis. After the crisis he was a gbdmman, and then he began to grow



aright. We must indeed grow in grace, but beforecase grow in grace we must be put
right.

You know what the two halves of the life of Petegrev In God's Word we read very
often about the difference between the carnal dmd Spiritual Christian. The word
“carnal” comes from the Latin word for flesh. In fiRans 8, and in Galatians 5, we are
taught that the flesh and the Spirit of God arettine opposing powers by which we are
dominated or ruled, and we are taught that a tele\wer may allow himself to be ruled
by the flesh. That is what Paul writes to the Ciwiems. In the 3rd chapter, the first four
verses, he says, four times to them, “You are ¢aema not spiritual.” And just so a
believer can allow the flesh to have so much pomear him that becomes “carnal.”
Every object is named according to its most promtiroaracteristic. If a man is a babe
in Christ and has a little of the Holy Spirit andgeeat deal of the flesh, he is called
carnal, for the flesh is his chief mark. If he gives wag, the Corinthians did, to strife,
temper, division, and envy, he is a carnal Chistlde is a Christian, but a carnal one.
But if he gives himself over entirely to the Holpift so that He (the Holy Spirit) can
deliver from the temper, the envy, and the sthifepreathing a heavenly disposition; and
can mortify the deeds of the body; then God’s Waitls him a “spiritual” man, a true
spiritual Christian.

Now, these two styles are remarkably illustratethim life of Peter. The text is the crisis
and turning point at which he begins to pass omenfthe one side to the other.

The message that | want to bring to you is thiatThe great majority of Christians, alas,
are not spiritual men, and that they may becomdspli men by the grace of God. | want
to come to all who are perhaps hungering and lanfyinthe better life, and asking what
is wrong that you are without it, to point out thahat is wrong is just one thing--

allowing the flesh to rule in you, and trustingthe power of the flesh to make you good.

There is a better life, a life in the power of thely Spirit.

Then, | want to tell you a third thing. The firstinig is important, take care of the carnal
life, and confess if you are in it. The secondttnstvery blessed, there is a spiritual life;
believe that it is a possibility. But the third tlhus the most important. You can be one
step get out of the carnal into the spiritual stday God reveal it to you now through

the story of the Apostle Peter!

Look at him, first of all, in the carnal state. Wiaae the marks of the carnal state in him?
Self-will, self-pleasing, self-confidence. Just ember, when Christ said to the disciples
at Caesarea Philippi, “The Son of Man must be &rd;’ Peter said to Him, “Lord, that
can never be!” And Christ had to say to him, “Getd behind Me, Satan!” Dear reader,
what an awful thing for Peter! He could not undanst what a suffering Christ was. And
Peter was so self-willed and self-confident thatdaeed to contradict and to rebuke
Christ! Just think of it! Then, you remember, hoetd? and the other disciples, were
more than once quarreling as to who was to be hief-self-exaltation, self-pleasing--
every one wanted the chief seat in the Kingdom of.G’'hen again, remember the last
night, when Christ warned Peter that Satan hadetesd sift him and that he would deny
Him; and Peter said twice over, “Lord, if they dény Thee, | am ready to go to prison
and to death.” What self-confidence! He was sua¢ lis heart was right. He loved Jesus,
but he trusted himself. “I will never deny my Ldr@on’t you see the whole of that life



of Peter is carnal confidence in himself. In hisned pride, in his carnal unlovingness, in
the carnal liberty he took in contradicting Jesusjas all just the life of the flesh. Peter
loved Jesus. God had by the Holy Spirit, taught. lhrist had said, “Flesh and blood
hath not revealed this unto thee, but My Fatherctvig in heaven.” God had taught him
that Christ was the Son of God; but with all tH¢ter was just under the power of the
flesh; and that is why Christ said at Gethsemam&g “spirit is willing but the flesh is
weak.” “You are under the power of the flesh, yammot watch with Me.” Dear reader,
what did it all lead to? The flesh led not onlythe sins | have mentioned, but last of all
to the saddest of things, to Peter’s actual dexfidesus. Three times over he told the lie;
and once with an oath, “I know not the man.” Heiddrhis blessed Lord. That is what it
comes to with the life of the flesh. That is Peter.

Now, look in the second place at Peter after hafeca spiritual man. Christ had taught
Peter a great deal. | think, if you count carefulgu will find some seven or eight times,
Christ had spoken to the disciples about humikitg; had taken a little child and set him
in the midst of them; He had said, “He that exhlt@imself shall be abased, and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted; He had said titwae or four times; He had at the last
supper washed their feet; but all had not taugherFmumility. All Christ’s instructions
were in vain. Remember that now. A man who is patitsal, though he may read his
Bible, though he may study God’s Word, cannot cendin, because he is not living the
life of the Holy Spirit. God has so ordered it, tthh@an cannot live a right Christian life
unless he is full of the Holy Ghost. Do you wondgrwhat | say? Have you been
accustomed to think--“Full of the Holy Ghost, thetvhat the Apostles had to be on the
day of Pentecost; that is what the martyrs andhimesters had to be; but for every man
to be full of the Holy Ghost, that is too high™2dll you solemnly, unless you believe
that, you will never become thorough-going Chrissial must be full of the Holy Spirit if

| am to be a whole-hearted Christian.

Then, note what change took place in Peter. Thd Uesus led him up to Pentecost, the
Holy Spirit came from heaven upon him, and whaktptace? The old Peter was gone,
and he was a new Peter. Just read his epistle,nated the keynote of the epistle.
“Through suffering to glory.” Peter, who had sai@f course, Lord, you never can
suffer, or be crucified;” Peter, who, to save hithsaiffering or shame, had denied
Christ--Peter becomes so changed that when heswnigeepistle the chief thought is the
very thought of Christ, “Suffering is the way toog).” Do you not see that the Holy
Spirit had changed Peter?

And look at other aspects. Look at Peter. He waweak that a woman could frighten
him into denying Christ; but when the Holy Spiriange he was boldyold, bold to
confess his Lord at any cost, was ready to go ioprand to death, for Christ's sake.
The Holy Spirit had changed the man. Look at heswa of Divine truth. He could not
understand what Christ taught him, he could nog tiakn. It was impossible before the
death of Christ; but on the day of Pentecost hous ladle to expound the word of God as
a spiritual man! | tell you, beloved, when the H@host comes upon a man he becomes
a spiritual man, and instead of denying his Lordlaeies himself, just remember that. In
the sixteenth chapter of Matthew when Peter had, shord, be it far from Thee, this
shall never happen that Thou shalt be crucifiedi€ said to Him: “Peter, not only will

| be crucified, but you will have to be crucifiedot If any man is to be My disciple, let



him take up his cross to die upon it, let him démyself, and let him follow Me.” How
did Peter obey that command? He went and denies!JAs long as a man, a Christian,
is under the power of the flesh, he is continudiyying Jesus. You always must do one
of the two, you must deny self or you must denyiSeand, alas, Peter denied his Lord
rather than deny himself. On the other hand, wihenHoly Spirit came upon him, he
could not deny his Lord, but he could deny himsatid he praised God for the privilege
of suffering for Christ.

Now, how did the change come about? The words ofextytell us--“And Peter went out
and wept bitterly.” What does that mean? It meaiss that the Lord led Peter to come to
the end of himself, to see what was in his head, with his self-confidence to fall into
the very deepest sin that a child of God could dn#ygof--publicly, with an oath, to deny
his Lord Jesus! When Peter stood there in thatt griea the loving Jesus looked upon
him, and that look, full of loving reproach, lovimpity, pierced like an arrow through the
heart of Peter, and he went out and wept bittéhaise God, that was the end of self-
confident Peter! Praise God, that was the turnioigitpof his life! He went out with a
shame that no tongue can express. He woke up ad audream to the terrible reality “I
have helped to crucify the blessed Son of God.”mém can fathom what Peter must
have passed through that Friday, Saturday and $undening. But, blessed be God, on
that Sunday Jesus revealed Himself to Peter, wevkmat how, but “He was seen of
Simon;” then in the evening He came to him with dtieer disciples and breathed peace,
and the Holy Spirit upon him; and then, later oay \know how the Lord asked him,
“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?”--three tiniesil Peter was sorrowful, and said,
“Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest thabve thee.” What was it that wrought
the transition from the love of the flesh to thedmf the Spirit? | tell you, that was the
beginning--“Peter went out and wept bitterly,” witgh broken heart, with a heart that
would give anything to show its love to Jesus. Witheart that had learned to give up all
self-confidence, Peter was prepared for the blgssithe Holy Spirit.

And, now, you can easily see the application of Htory. Are there not many just living
the life of Peter, of the self-confident Peter aswas? Are there not many who are
mourning under the consciousness, “I am so unfdittd my Lord, | have no power
against the flesh, | cannot conquer my temperyé gvay just like Peter to the fear of
man, of company, for people can influence me anklenme do things | do not want to
do, and | have no power to resist them? Circumstget the mastery over me, and |
then say and do things that | am ashamed of.”hdsetnot more than one, who, in
answer to the question, “Are you living as a mdlediwith the Spirit, devoted to Jesus,
following Him, fully giving up all for Him?”--mustsay with sorrow, “God knows | am
not. Alas, my heart knows it.”? You say it, ancdbhee, and | press you with the question,
Is not your position, and your character, and yoamduct, just like that of Peter? Like
Peter, you love Jesus, like Peter you know He esChrist of God, like Peter you are
very zealous in working for Him. Peter had castdaeitils in His name, and had preached
the gospel, and had healed the sick. Like Peterhgwe tried to work for Jesus; but, oh!
under it all, isn’t there something that comes aptimually? Oh, Christian, what is it? |
pray, and I try, and | do long to live a holy lifayt the flesh is too strong, and sin gets the
better of me, and continually | am pleasing sedtead of denying it, and denying Jesus
instead of pleasing Him. Come, all who are willtagmake that confession, and let me
ask you to look quietly at the other life that espible for you.



Just as the Lord Jesus gave the Holy Spirit torPeteis willing to give the Holy Spirit
to you. Are you willing to receive Him? Are you Virlg to give up yourself entirely as an
empty, helpless vessel, to receive the power oHblky Spirit, to live, to dwell, and to
work in you every day? Dear believer, God has pegpauch a beautiful and such a
blessed life for every one of us, and God as adrfathwaiting to see why you will not
come to Him and let Him fill you with the Holy Gho#\re you willing for it? | am sure
some are. There are some who have said often, ‘@) @loy can't | live that life?--Why
can't | live every hour of unbroken fellowship withod?--Why can’t | enjoy what my
Father has given me, all the riches of His graté®fbr me He gave it, and why can'’t |
enjoy it?” There are those who say, “Why can’t idagbin Christ every day, and every
hour, and every moment?--why can’t | have the ligfhiny Father’s love filling my heart
all the day long? Tell me, servant of God, what lcaip me?”

| can tell you one thing that will help you. Whatlbped Peter? “Peter went out and wept
bitterly.” It must come with us to a conviction sin; it must come with us to a real
downright earnest repentance, or we never canngetthe better life. We must stop
complaining and confessing, “Yes, my life is notawit should be, and | will try to do
better.” That won’t help you. What will help youhis$--that you go down in despair to
lie at the feet of Jesus, and that you begin withegy real and bitter shame to make
confession, “Lord Jesus, have compassion upon methése many years | have been a
Christian, but there are so many sins from whidrave not cleansed myself--temper,
pride, jealousy, envy, sharp words, unkind judgmennforgiving thoughts.” One must
say, “There is a friend whom | never have forgifenwhat he has said.” Another must
say, “There is an enemy whom | dislike, | canngt theat | can love him.” Another must
say, “There are things in my business that | wodd like brought out into the light of
man.” Another must say, “I am led captive by the laf sin and death.” Oh, Christians,
come and make confession with shame and say, ‘& baen bought with the Blood, |
have been washed with the Blood, but just thinkvbét a life | have been living! | am
ashamed of it.” Bow before God and ask Him by th@yHSpirit to make you more
deeply ashamed, and to work in you that Divine goon. | pray you take the step at
once. “Peter went out and wept bitterly,” and thais his salvation; yes, that was the
turning point of his life. And shall we not fall ap our faces before God, and make
confession, and get down on our knees under th@ebuof the terrible load, and say, “I
know | am a believer, but | am not living as | shibto the glory of my God. | am under
the power of the flesh and all the self-confidermed self-will, and self-pleasing that
marks my life.”

Dear Christians, do you not long to be brought nigito God? Would you not give

anything to walk in close fellowship with Jesusveay? Would you not count it a pearl
of great price to have the light and love of Gothsty in you all the day? Oh, come and
fall down and make confession of sin; and, if yoill do it, Jesus will come and meet
you and He will ask you, “Lovest thou Me?” Andyibu say, “Yes, Lord,” very quickly

He will ask again, “Lovest thou Me?”--and if youysdYes, Lord,” again, He will ask a

third time, “Lovest thou Me?"--and your heart whilé filled with an unutterable sadness,
and your heart will get still more broken down dndised by the question, and you will
say, “Lord, | have not lived as | should, but stilbve Thee and | give myself to Thee.”
Oh, beloved may God give us grace now, that, wete? we may go out, and, if need be,
weep bitterly. If we do not weep bitterly--we aret moing to force tears--shall we not



sigh very deeply, and bow very humbly, and cry veaynestly, “O God, reveal to me the
carnal life in which | have been living: reveal ree what has been hindering me from
having my life full of the Holy Ghost™? Shall we thary, “Lord, break my heart into utter

self-despair, and, oh! bring me in helplessnesgdib for the Divine power, for the power

of the Holy Ghost, to take possession and to fdlwith a new life given all to Jesus?”

4.0UT OF AND INTO

And He brought us out from thence, that He migiidus in, to give us the land which
He sware unto our Fathers.” Beuteronomy 6:23

| have spoken of the crisis that comes in thedifé¢he man who sees that his Christian
experience is low and carnal, and who desires terento the full life of God. Some
Christians do not understand that there shoulduoh & crisis. They think that they
ought, from the day of their conversion, to conéino grow and progress. | have no
objections to that, if they have grown as they dutjltheir life has been so strong under
the power of the Holy Ghost that they have growntrae believers should grow, |
certainly have no objection to this. But | wantdeal with those Christians whose life
since conversion has been very much a failure wdrafeel it to be such because of their
not being filled with the Spirit, as is their blegsprivilege. | want to say for their
encouragement, that by taking one step, they caougento the life of rest, and victory,
and fellowship with God to which the promises ofdGovite them.

Look at the elder son in the parable. How long wiatihave taken him to get out of that
state of blindness and bondage into the full camdibf sonship? By believing in his
father's love, he might have gotten out that vepurh If he had been powerfully
convicted of his guilt in his unbelief, and had fassed like his prodigal brother, “I have
sinned,” he would have come that very moment ihtofavor of the son’s happiness in
his father’'s home. He would not have been detalnyeldaving a great deal to learn, and a
great deal to do; but in one moment, his wholeti@avould have been changed.

Remember, too, what we saw in Peter’s case. Imwraent, the look of Jesus broke him
down and there came to him the terribly bittereetibn of his sin, owing to his selfish,

fleshly confidence, a contrition and reflection alhilaid the foundation for his new and
better life with Jesus. God’s word brings out ttiea of the Christian’s entrance into the
new and better life by the history of the peoplelssbel's entrance into the land of
Canaan.

In our text, we have these words: “God brought us foom thence (Egypt), that He

might bring us in” into Canaan. There are two stepe was bringing them out; and the
other was bringing them in. So in the life of theiéver, there are ordinarily two steps
quite separate from each other--the bringing himh alusin and the world; and the

bringing him into a state of complete rest aftedvdt was the intention of God that

Israel should enter the land of Canaan from Kadkemimea, immediately after He had
made His covenant with them at Sinai. But they waoé ready to enter at once, on
account of their sin and unbelief, and disobediefdt®y had to wander after that for
forty years in the wilderness. Now, look how God tae people. In Egypt, there was a
great crisis, where they had first to pass throtlgh Red Sea, which is a figure of



conversion; and when they went into Canaan, the® as it were, a second conversion
in passing through the Jordan. At our conversiamget into liberty, out of the bondage
of Egypt; but, when we fail to use our liberty thgh unbelief and disobedience, we
wander in the wilderness for a longer or shorteiopebefore we enter into the Canaan of
victory, and rest, and abundance. Thus God doesliforisrael two things: He brings
them out of Egypt; and He lead them into Canaan.

My message, then, is to ask this question of tHes\m¥: Since you know you are
converted and God has brought you out of Egyptehaw yet come into the land of
Canaan? If not, are you willing that he should ¢ryou into the fuller liberty and rest
provided for His people? He brought Israel out g by a mighty hand, and the same
mighty hand brought us out of our land of bondagih the same mighty hand, He
brought his ancient people into rest, and by tlaaidh too, He can bring us into our true
rest. The same God who pardoned and regeneratesl waiting to perfect His love in
us, if we but trust Him. Are there many hearts sgyi| believe that God brought me out
of bondage twenty, or thirty, or forty years agat blas! | cannot say that | have been
brought into the happy land of rest and victory?”

How glorious was the rest of Canaan after all thaderings in the wilderness! And so is
it with the Christian who reaches the better pr@si€anaan of rest, when he comes to
leave all his charge with the Lord Jesus--his rasjlities, anxieties, and worry; his
only work being to hand the keeping of his soubittte hand of Jesus every day and
hour, and the Lord can keep, and give the victogr @very enemy. Jesus has undertaken
not only to cleans our sin, and bring us to heabanhalso to keep us in our daily life.

| ask again: Are you hungering to get free fromasnd its power? Anyone longing to get
complete victory over his temper, his pride, arlcha evil inclinations? Hearts longing

for the time when no clouds will come between themd their God? Longing to walk in

the full sunshine of God’s loving favour? The v&gd who brought you from the Egypt
of darkness is ready and able to bring you alsmtimt Canaan of rest.

And now comes the question again: What is the wawlich God will bring me to this
rest? What is needed on my part if God is reallpring me into the happy land? | give
the answer first of all by asking another questidne you willing to forsake your
wanderings in the wilderness? If you say “We do want to leave our wanderings,
where we have had so many wonderful indication&adi’'s presence with us; so many
remarkable proofs of the Divine care and goodnidss,that of the ancient people of
God, who had the pillar to guide them, and the raagiven them every day for forty
years; Moses and Aaron to lead and advise themwillderness is to us, on account of
these things, a kind of sacred place; and we ath i leave it.” If the children of Israel
had said anything of this kind to Joshua, he wddde said to them (and we all would
have said): “Oh, you fools: It is the very God wipave you the pillar of cloud and the
other blessings in the wilderness, who tells yow o come into the land flowing with
milk and honey.” And so | can speak to you in taens way; | bring you the message
that He who has brought you thus far on your joyraad given you such blessings thus
far, is the God who will bring you into the Canaafrcomplete victory and rest.

The first question, then, that | would ask you is,



ARE YOU READY TO LEAVE THE WILDERNESS?

You know the mark of Israel’s life in the wilderseghe cause of all their troubles there-
-was unbelief. They did not believe that God cdake them into the promised land. And
then followed many sins and failures-lusting, idglamurmuring, etc. That has, perhaps,
been your life, beloved; you do not believe thad®all fulfill His word. You do not
believe in the possibility of unbroken fellowshigpthvHim, and unlimited partnership. On
account of that, you become disobedient, and dtdiv® like a child doing God’s will,
because you did not believe that God could givetiiewictory over sin. Are you willing
now to leave that wilderness life? Sometimes y@y perhaps, enjoying fellowship with
God, and sometimes you are separated from Him; thoe® you have nearness to Him,
and at other times great distance from Him; sonmegiyou have a willingness to walk
closely with Him, but sometimes there is even ulmghess. Are you now going to give
up your whole life to Him? Are you going to apprbdadim and say, “My God, | do not
want to do anything that will be displeasing to @héwant Thee to keep me from all
worldliness, from all self-pleasure; | want TheeGOd, to help me to live like Peter after
Pentecost, filled with the Holy Ghost, and not ldenal Peter.”

Beloved, are you willing to say this? Are you willi to give up your sins, to walk with
God continually, to submit yourself wholly to thellvef God, and have no will of your
own apart from His will? Are you going to live arfext life? | hop you are, for | believe
in such a life--not perhaps in the sense in whiolh ynderstand “perfection”--entire
freedom from wrong-doing and all inclination tofay while we live in the flesh the flesh
will lust against the Spirit and the Spirit agaitist flesh; but the perfection spoken of in
the Old Testament as practiced by some of Godrgssavho are said to have “served the
Lord with a perfect heart.” What is this perfecttoA state in which your hearts will be
set on perfect integrity without any reserve, aodrywill wholly subservient to God’s
will. Are you willing for such a perfection, withoyr whole heart turned away from the
world and given to God alone? Are you going to Sk, | do not expect that | will ever
give up my self-will.”? It is the devil tempting yato think it will be too hard for you.
Oh! I would plead with God'’s children just to loakthe will of God, so full of blessing,
of holiness, of love; will you not give up your gyiwill for that blessed will of God? A
man can do it in one moment when he comes to s¢&ibd can change his will for him.
Then he may say farewell to his old will, as Pelidrwhen he went out and wept bitterly,
and when the Holy Spirit filled his soul on the d#yPentecost. Joshua “wholly followed
the Lord his God.” He failed, indeed, before therag at Ai, because he trusted too
much to human agency, and not sufficiently to Garj he failed in the same manner
when he made a covenant with the Gibeonites; Blthsés spirit and power differed very
widely from that of the people whose unbelief drélvem before their enemies and kept
them in the wilderness. Let us be willing whollyserve the Lord our God, and “make no
provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts therfdoLet us believe in the love and power of
God to keep us day by day, and put “no confidendbe flesh.”

Then comes the second step: “I must believe thett aulife in the land of Canaan is a
possible life.” Yes, many a one will say, “Ah! whatould | give to get out of the

wilderness life! But | cannot believe that it isgstble to live in this constant communion
with God. You don’t know my difficulties-my busiresares and perplexities; | have all
sorts of people to associate with; have gone otliermorning braced up by communion



with God in prayer, but the pressure of businessrbanight has driven out of my heart
all that warmth of love that | had, and the worltslgotten in and made the heart as cold
as before.” But we must remember again what it thas kept Israel out of Canaan.
When Caleb and Joshua said, “We are able to overdbhemenemy,” the ten spies, and
the six hundred thousand answered, “We cannot;dhay are too strong for us.” Take
care, dear reader, that we do not repeat theirasith,provoke God as these unbelievers
did. He says, it is possible to bring us into thed of rest and peace; and | believe it
because He has said so, and because He will éid itust Him. Your temper may be
terrible; your pride may have bound you a hundriedes; your temptations may
“compass you about like bees,” but there is victmy you if you will but trust the
promises of God.

Looking again at Peter. He had failed again andnagad went from bad to worse until
he came to denying Christ with oaths. But what ange came over him! Just study the
first epistle of Peter, and you will see that tleewlife of Christ had entered into him. He
shows the spirit of true humility, so different inohis former self-confidence; and
glorying in God’s will instead of in his own. He dhvanade a full surrender to Christ, and
was trusting entirely in Him. Come therefore todayd say to God, “Thou didst so
change selfish, proud Peter, and Thou canst charggékewise.” Yes, God is able to
bring you into Canaan, the land of rest. You knbw first half of the 8th of Romans.
Have you noticed the expressions that are to bedftlere--“The law of the spirit of life
in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the lawno&isd death”. To walk after the spirit;
To be after the spirit; To be in the Spirit; To bathe Spirit dwelling in us. Through the
Spirit to mortify the deeds of the body; To be lBdthe Spirit; To be spiritually minded.
These are all blessings which come when we bingebegs wholly to live in the Spirit. If
we live after the Spirit we have the very naturehef Spirit in us. If we live in the Spirit,
we shall be led by Him every day and every mom@ftat if you were to open your
heart to-day to be filled with the Holy Spirit? WduHe not be able to keep you every
moment in the sweet rest of God? and would notriighty arm give you a complete
victory over sin and temptation of every kind, andke you able to live in perpetual
fellowship with the Father and with His Son, Je€isist? Most certainly! This, then, is
the second step; this is the blessed life God hasded for us. First, God brought us out
of Egypt; secondly, He brings us into Canaan. T¢wnes. . .

Thirdly, the question,
HOW DOES GOD BRING US IN?

By leading us in a very definite act, viz., thata@immitting ourselves wholly to Him--
entrusting ourselves to Him, that He may bringnis the land of rest, and keep us in.

You remember that the Jordan at the time of hamestflowed its banks. The hundreds
of thousands of Israel were on the side of therrfuem Canaan. They were told that
tomorrow, God would do wonderful things for thenmeTtrumpet would sound, and the
priests would take up the ark-the symbol of Godsspnce--and pass over before the
people. But there lay the swollen river still. iiete still unbelieving children among the
the people, they would say, “What fools, to attetaptross now! This is not the time to
attempt fording the river, for it is now twenty tedeep.” But the believing people
gathered together behind the priests with the Bnky obeyed the command of Joshua to



advance; but they knew not what God was going @ Twte priests walked right into the

water, and the hearts of some began to trembley Woelld perhaps ask, “Where is the
rod of Moses?” But, as the priests walked stragitand stepped into the water, the
waters rose up on the upper side in to a high w&all, flowed away on the other side, and
a clear passage was made for the whole camp. Nowas God that did this for the

people; and it was because Joshua and the pedpedieand obeyed God. The same
God will do it to-day, if we believe and trust Him.

Am | addressing a soul who is saying: | remembev Bnd first brought me out of the

land of bondage. | was in complete darkness of andlwas deeply troubled. | did not at
first believe that God could take me out, and thaduld become a child of God. But, at
last, God took me and brought me to trust in Jesnd,He led me out safely.” Friend,

you have the same God now who brought you out nflage with a high hand; and can
lead you into the place of rest. Look to Him ang,s® God, make an end of my

wilderness life--my sinful and unbelieving life-liée of grieving Thee. Oh, bring me to-

day into the land of victory and rest and blessing'this the prayer of your hearts, dear
friends? Are you going to give up yourselves to Hordo this for you? Can you trust
Him that He is able and willing to do it for youektan take you through the swollen
river this very moment--yeghis very moment.

And He can do more: After Israel had crossed therrithe Captain of the Lord’s host
had to come and encourage Joshua, promising tateltge of the army and remain with
them. You need the power of God’s Spirit to enafole to overcome sin and temptation.
You need to live in His fellowship--in His unbrokeallowship, without which you
cannot stand or conquer. If you are to ventureytoday by faith “My God, | know that
Jesus Christ is willing to be the Captain of myatbn, and to conquer every enemy for
me, He will keep me by faith and by His Holy Spiahd though it be dark to me, and as
if the waters would pass over my soul, and thoughcondition seem hopeless, | will
walk forward, for God is going to bring me in todayd | am going to follow Him. My
God, I follow Theenowinto the promised land.”

Perhaps some have already entered in, and thesanget seen them, while they have
been reading these solemn words. Is there anydh&esgtitating because the waters of
Jordan look threatening and impassable?

Oh! come, beloved soul; come at once, and doubt not

5. THE BLESSING SECURED
“Be filled with the Spirit.”-Ephesians 5:18

I may have some air, a little air, in my lungs, mat enough to keep up a healthy,
vigorous life. But everyone seeks to have his lungh filled with air, and the benefit of
it will be felt in his blood and through his wholeeing. And just so the word of God
comes to us, and says, “Christians, do not be nbmtéh thinking that you have the
Spirit, or have dittle of the Spirit; but, if you want to have a healttig, be“filled with
the Spirit.” Is that your life? Or are you readycy out, “Alas, | do not know what it is
to be filled with the Spirit, but it is what | lorfgr.” | want to point out to such the path to
come to this great, precious blessing which is meareveryone of us.



Before | speak further of it, let me just note onisunderstanding which prevails. People
often look upon being “filled with the Spirit” a®mmething that comes with a mighty
stirring of the emotions, a sort of heavenly gltigt comes over them, something that
they can feel strongly and mightily; but that ist mbwvays the case. | was recently in
Niagara Falls. | noticed, and | was told, that Weter was unusually low. Suppose the
river were doubly full, how would you see that fidks in the Falls? In the increased
volume of water pouring over the cataract, andrgmendous noise. But go to another
part of the river, or to the lake, where the vaagne fullness is found, and there is perfect
quiet and placidity, the rise of the water is gerhd gradual, and you can hardly notice
that there is any disturbance as the lake getsAuid just so it may be with a child of
God. To one it comes with mighty emotion and withlessed consciousness, “God has
touched me!” To others it comes in a gentle fillimigthe whole being with the presence
and the power of God by His Spirit. | do not wamiday down the way in which it is to
come to you, but | want you simply to take yourcpldefore God, and say, “My Father,
whatever it may mean, that is what | want.” If ysame and give yourself up as an empty
vessel and trust God to fill you, God will do Hiwrmo work.

And now, the simple question as to the steps bghlvhie can come to be “filled with the
Spirit.” | shall note four steps in the way by wihia man can attain this wonderful
blessing. He must say, (1), fiiusthave it,” then, (2), “Imay have it,” and, then, (3) “I
will have it,” and then, last, Thank Godshall have it.”

1. The first word a man must begin to say, ispflisthave it.” He must feel “It is a
command of God, and | cannot live unfilled with Bgirit without disobeying God.” It is
a command here in this text: “Be not drunk with yibutbe filled with the Spirit.” Just
as much as a man dare not get drunk, if he is @&i@m, just as much must a man be
filled with the Spirit. God wants it, and oh, thetery one might be brought to say, “I
must, if | am to please God, | must be filled witle Spirit!”

| fear there is a terrible, terrible self-satisfastamong many Christians--they are content
with their low level of life. They think they hawbde Spirit because they are converted,
but they know very little of the joy of the Holy @Gst, and of the sanctifying power of the
Spirit. They know very little of the fellowship dhe Spirit linking them to God and to
Jesus. They know very little of the power of theri®m testify for God, and yet they are
content; and one says, “Oh, it is only for emin€htistians.” A very dear young friend
once said to me as | was talking to her--(it wasege of my own)--“Oh, Uncle Andrew,

| cannot try to make myself better than the Charsti around me. Wouldn't that be
presumptuous?” And | said, “My child, you must ask what the Christians around you
are, but you must be guided by what God says.” Isf®e since confessed to me how
bitterly ashamed she has become of that expresamhhow she went to God to seek His
blessing. Oh, friends, do not be content with tredt Christian life that many of you are
living, but say, “God wants it, God commands muistbe filled with the Spirit.”

And look not only at God’s command, but look at tiee=d of your own soul. You are a
parent, and you want your children blessed and exesd, and you complain that you
haven’t power to bless them. You say, “My home niesfilled with God’s Spirit.” You

complain of your own soul, of times of darkness afideanness; you complain of
watchlessness and wandering. A young minister gaakto me, “Oh, why is it | have
such a delight in study and so little delight iayer?”--and my answer was, “My brother,



your heart must get filled with a love for God adebus, and then you will delight in
prayer.” You complain sometimes that you cannotpkeou pray so short, you do not
know what to pray, something drags you back froendleset. It is because you are living
a life, trying to live a life, without beinglled with the Spirit. Oh, think of the needs of
the church around you. You are a Sunday Schooh&gagou are trying to teach a class
of ten or twelve children, not one of them, perhagmverted, and they go out from
under you unconverted; you are trying to do a helgverork in the power of the flesh
and earth. Sunday School teachers, do begin to"sayystbe filled with the Spirit of
God, or I must give up the charge of those youngssd cannot teach them.”

Or, think of the need of the world. If you weredend out missionaries full of the Holy
Ghost, what a blessing that would be! Why is iattmany a missionary complains in the
foreign field, “There | learned how weak and howiiuham?” It is because the churches
from which they go are not filled with the Holy G3toSomeone said to me in England a
few weeks ago, “They talk so much about the volkntenovement and more
missionaries; but we want something else, we waissionaries filled with the Holy
Ghost.” If the church is to come right, and the siaa field is to come right, we must
each begin with himself. It must begin with you.gBewith yourself and say, “O God,
for Thy sake; O God, for Thy church’s sake; O Godthe sake of the world, help me! |
mustbe filled with the Holy Ghost.”

What folly it would be for a man who had lost aduend a half, and had hardly a quarter
of a lung to do the work of two, to expect to bstrmng man and to do hard work, and to
live in any climate! And what folly for a man to @ect to live--God has told him he
cannot live-a full Christian life, unless he islfaf the Holy Ghost! And what folly for a
man who has only got a little drop of the riverttoé water of life to expect to live and to
have power with God and man! Jesus wants us to emudo receive the fulfillment of
the promise, “He that believeth in Me, streams atew shall flow out from him.” Oh,
begin to say, “If | am to live a right life, if Inain every part of my daily life and conduct
to glorify my God, | must have the Holy Spirit--lust be filled with the Spirit.” Are you
going to say that? Talking for months and months'ieelp. Do submit to God, and as
an act of submission say, “Lord, | confess it, glbuto be filled, Imustbe filled; help
me!” And God will help you.

And, then comes the second stepndy be filled. The first had reference to duty; the
second has reference to privilegendybe filled. Alas! So many have got accustomed to
their low state that they do not believe that thagy, they can, actually be filled. And
what right have | to say that you ought to takes¢hevords into your lips? My right is
this--God wants healthy children. | say to-day ddcbf six months old, as beautiful and
chubby as you could wish a child to be, and wittatdtelight the eyes of the father and
the mother looked upon him, and how glad | wase® & healthy child. And, oh; do you
think that God in Heaven does not care for Hisdrkih, and that God wants some of His
children to live a sickly life? | tell you, it is lke! God wants every child of His to be a
healthy Christian; but you cannot be a healthy €iam unless you are filled with God’s
Spirit. Beloved, we have got accustomed to a sif/lde, and we see good Christians--as
we call them--earnest men and women, full of fggnand we think, “Well, that is
human; that man loses his temper, and that mantiasikind as he should be, and that
man’s word cannot be trusted always as ought théease; but--but--“ And in daily life



we look upon Christians and think, “Well, if thegeavery faithful in going to church and
in giving to God’s cause, and in attending the prameeting, and in having family
prayers, and in their profession.” Of course wenkh&od for them and say, “We wish
there were more such,” but we forget to ask, “Wih@#s God want?” Oh, that we might
see that “It is meant for me and for everyone &lgly. brother, my sister, there is a God
in Heaven who has been longing for these past yedite you never thought about it, to
fill you with the Holy Ghost. God longs to give thédlness of the Spirit to every child of
His.

They were poor heathen Ephesians, only lately broogt from heathendom, to whom
Paul wrote this letter--people among whom thetewgsis stealing and lying, for they had
only just come out from heathendom; but Paul saievery one of these, “Be filled with
the Spirit.” God is ready to do it; God wants toidldh, do not listen to the temptations
of the devil, “This is only meant for some emin@ebple--a Christian who has a great
deal of free time to devote to prayer and to segldfter it,--a man of a receptive
temperament--that is the man to be filled with 8g@rit. Who is there that dare say, “I
cannot be filled with the Spirit.” Who will dare gay that? If any of you speak thus it is
because you are unwilling to give up sin. Do natktthat you cannot be filled with the
Spirit because God is not willing to give it to yddid not the Lord Jesus promise the
Spirit? Is not the Holy Spirit the best part of Balvation? Do you think He gives half a
salvation to any of His redeemed ones? Is not kisnse for all, “He that believeth in
me, rivers of water shall flow out of him”? This nsore than fulness--this is overflow;
and this Jesus has promised to everyone who bsliavidim. Oh, cast aside your fears,
and your doubts, and your hesitation, and say e¢,cf can be filled with the Spirit; |
may be filled with the Spirit. There is nothing in Ivea, or earth, or hell, can prevent it,
because God has promised and God is waiting t¢ fdo me.” Are you ready to say, “I
may/| can | canbe filled with the Spirit, for God has promisedahd God will give it.”?

And then we get to the third step, when a man shysill have it; Imusthave it; Imay
have it; Iwill have it.” You know what this means in ordinaryntgs, “l will have it,” and
he goes and does everything that is to be donettpagmission. Very often a man comes
and he wants to buy something, and he wishes;fbuttwishingis notwilling. | want to
buy that horse, and a man asks of me $200 fouit| don’t want to give more than $180.

| wish for it, | wish for it very much, and | carognd say, “Do give it me for the $180;
and he says, “No, $200.” | love the horse, it st jwhat | want, but | am not willing to
give the $200; and at last he says, “Well, you ngiss# me an answer; | can get another
purchaser;” and at last | say, “No, | won’t have ivant it very much, | long for it, but |
won't give the price.”

Dear friends, are you going to say,will have this blessing?” What does that mean? It
means, first of all, of course, that you are gdimdook around into your life, and if you
see anything wrong there, it means that you araggto confess it to Jesus and say,
“Lord, I cast it at Thy feet; it may be rooted iryrheart, but | will give it up to Thee, |
cannot take it out, but Jesus, Thou cleanser ofl gjive it to Thee.” Let it be temper, or
pride; let it be money, or lust, or pleasure; {éda the fear of man; let it be anything--but,
oh, say to Christ at once, “I will have this blegsat any cost.” Oh, give up every sin to
Jesus.



And it means not only giving up every sin, but wisatleeper than sin, and more difficult
to get at--it means giving up yourself-self, withuy will, and your pleasure, and your
honor, and all you have, and saying, “Jesus, |r@m this moment going to give myself
up, that by Thy Holy Spirit Thou mayest take posgesof me, and that Thou mayest by
Thy Spirit turn out whatever is sinful, and taketiencommand of me.” This looks
difficult so long as Satan blinds, and makes usktlti would be a hard thing to give up
all that; but if God opens our eyes for one mirtoteee what a heavenly blessedness, and
what heavenly riches and heavenly glory it is tdilbed with the Spirit out of the heart

of Jesus, then we will say, “I will give anythingnything, ANYTHING but | will have

the blessing.”

And then, it means that you are just to cast yduedeHis feet and to say, “Lord,will
have the blessing.”

Ah, Satan often tempts us, and says, “Suppose @oe to ask that of you, would you be
willing to give it?"--and he makes us afraid. Budwh many have found, and have been
able to tell about it, that when once they havd,sdiord, anything and everything!” the
light and the joy of heaven filled their hearts.

Last year at Johannesburg, the gold fields of Sédtita, at an afternoon meeting we
had one day testimony, and a woman rose up andisolbw her pastor two months ago
had held a consecration service in a tent, andadeshoken strongly about consecration,
and had said, “Now, if God were to send your hudbmmay to China, or if God were to
ask you to go away to America, would you be willfiog it? You must give yourself up
entirely.” And the woman said--and her face beamvél brightness when she spoke--
when, at the close of the meeting he asked thosseavho were willing to give up all to
be filled with the Spirit, she said, “The struggl@as terrible; God may take away my
husband or my children from me, and am | readyit®Oh, Jesus is very precious, but |
cannot say | will give up all. But | will tell Hinhdo want to do it.”--and at last she stood
up. She said she went home that night in a teratrleggle, and she could not sleep, for
the thought was, “I said to Jeseserything and could | give up husband or child?” The
struggle continued till midnight, “but,” she sail,would not let go; | said to Jesus,
‘everything, but fill me with Thyself.” And the j of the Holy Spirit came down upon
her, and her minister who sat there told me aftedwéhat the testimony was a true one,
and for the two months her life had been one okedimg brightness and of heavenly
joy.

Oh, is any reader tempted to say, “I cannot giveallif? | take you by the hand, my
brother, my sister, and | bring you to the crudifigesus, and | say, “Just look at Him,
how He loved you on Calvary; just look at Him.” 0legok at Jesus! He offers actually to
fill your heart with His Holy Spirit, with the Sptrof His love and of His fullness, and of
His power, actually to make your heart full of tHely Spirit; and do you dare to say, “I
am afraid,”--do you dare to say, “I cannot do t#eatJesus”? or will your heart not, at His
feet, cry out, “Lord Jesus, anything, bumnustbe filled with Thy Spirit!” Haven't you
often prayed for the presence and the abiding esarand the love of Jesus to fill you?-
but that cannot be until you are filled with thelfi&pirit. Oh, come and say, in view of
any sacrifice, “iwill have it, by God’s help! Not imy strengthput by the help of God, |
will have it!”



And then comes my last point. SaysHall have it.” Praise God that a man dare say that,
“I shall have it.” Yes, when a man has made upniiisd; when a man has been brought
to a conviction and a sorrow for his sinful lifeh@an a man, like Peter, has wept bitterly
or has sighed deeply before God, “Oh, my Lord, vehbte | have been living!"--when a
man has felt wretched in the thought, “I am noinlivthe better life, the Jesus life, the
Spirit life;”--when a man begins to feel that, anden he comes and makes surrender,
and casts himself upon God and claims the prortiised, | may have it; it is for me,”--
what think you? Hasn’t he a right to say,shall have it"? Yes, beloved, and | give to
every one of you that message from God, that if gmaiwilling, and if you are ready,
God is willing and ready to close the bargain ateorives, you can have it nowpw!
without any outburst of feeling, without any floadi of the heart with light, you may
have it. To some it comes in that way but to maoy As a quiet transaction of the
surrendered will, you can lift up your heart intlfiaeand say, “O God, here | do give
myself as an empty vessel to be filled with theyHBhost. | give myself up once for all
and forever. "'Tis done, the great transaction'si€ld You can say it now if you will
take your place before God.

Oh, ministers of the gospel, have you never fat ieed of being filled with the Holy
Ghost? Your heart perhaps tells you that you knothing of that blessing. Oh, workers
for Christ, have you never felt a need, “I mustflled with the Holy Ghost”? Oh,
children of God, have you never felt a hope risthwwiyou, “I may have this blessing, |
hear of from others™? Will you not take the stepl aay, “I will have it"? Say it, not in
your own strength, but in self-despair. Never miimough it appears as if the heart is all
cold and closed up, never mind; but as an act efli@imce and of surrender, as an act of
the will, cast yourself before Jesus and trust Himshall have it, for | now give up
myself into the arms of my Lord Jesushill have it, for it is the delight of Jesus to give
the Holy Spirit from the Father, into the hearegkryone. khall have it, for | do believe
in Jesus, and He promised me that out of him teheveth shall flow rivers of living
water. Ishall have it! | SHALL have it! | will cling to the feedf Jesus, | will stay at the
throne of God; khall have it, for God is faithful, and God has promised

6. THE PRESENCE OF CHRI ST

“But straightway Jesus spake unto them saying, fB@od cheer, it is I, be not afraid.”-
Matthew 14:27

All we have had about the work of the blessed Sginlependent upon what we think of
Jesus, for it iSrom Christ Jesus that the Spirit comes to us; it i€twist Jesus that the
Spirit ever brings us; and the one need of thedilan life day by day and hour by hour
is this--the presence of the Son of God. God issaivation. If | have Christ with me and
Christ in me, | have full salvation. We have spolaout the life of failure and of the
flesh, about the life of unbelief and disobediermeout the life of ups and downs, the
wilderness life of sadness and of sorrow; but weehgeard, and we have believed, there
is deliverance. Bless God, He brought us out ofpEgthat He might bring us into
Canaan, into the very rest of God and Jesus Chtists our peace, He is our rest. Oh, if
I may only have the presence of Jesus as the yiotgar every sin: the presence of Jesus
as the strength for every duty, then my life shadl in the full sunshine of God’s



unbroken fellowship, and the word will be fulfilléd me in most blessed experience,
“Son, thou art ever with me, and all | have is &)irand my heart shall answer, “Father, |
never knew it, but it is true-- am ever with thaed all Thou hast is mine.” God has
given all He has to Christ, and God longs that €ttehould have you and me entirely. |
come to every hungry heart and say, “If you wanlive to the glory of God, seek one
thing, to claim, to believe that the presence aludecan be with you every moment of
your life.

| want to speak about the presence of Jesus asétibefore us in that blessed story of
Christ’'s walking on the sea. Come and look withahsome points that are suggested to
us.

1. Think, first, of the presence of Chrlest. You know the disciples loved Christ, clung
to Him, and with all their failings, they delighted Him. But what happened? The
Master went up into the mountain to pray, and ffeemn across the sea all alone without
Him; there came a storm, and they toiled, rowed, labored, but the wind was against
them, they made no progress, they were in dangeerdhing, and how their hearts said,
“Oh, if the Master only were here!” But His preseneas gone. They missed Him. Once
before, they had been in a storm, and Christ hat] ‘$2eace, be still,” and all was well;
but here they are in darkness, danger, and tetriildble, and no Christ to help them. Ah,
isn’t that the life of many a believer at times@elt into darkness, | have committed sin,
the cloud is on me, | miss the face of Jesus; andldys and days | work, worry, and
labor; but it is all in vain, for | miss the presenof Christ. Oh, beloved, let us write that
down,--the presence of Jesus lost is the causéamiranvretchedness and failure.

2. Look at the second step--the presence of Jéseesled.They were longing for the
presence of Christ, and Christ came after midnibllet.came walking on the water amid
the waves; but they didn’'t recognize Him, and tkepd out, for fear, “It is a spirit!”
Their beloved Lord was coming nigh, and they knewnHhot. They dreaded His
approach. And, ah, how often have | seen a belidueading the approach of Christ--
crying out for Him, longing for Him, and yet dreadi His coming. And why? Because
Christ came in a fashion that they expected not.

Perhaps some have been saying, “Alas, alas! llfeaver can have the abiding presence
of Christ.” You have heard what we have said alzolifie in the Spirit: you have heard
what we have said about abiding ever in the presen&od and in His fellowship, and
you have been afraid of it, afraid of it; and yoavé said, “It is too high and too
difficult.” You have dreaded the very teaching thats going to help you. Jesus came to
you in the teaching, and you didn’t recognize ldigel

Or, perhaps, He came in a way that you dreadedokisence. Perhaps God has been
speaking to you about some sin. There is that steroper, or that sin of unlovingness,
or that sin of unforgivingness, or that sin of valiness, compromise, and fellowship
with the world, that love of man and man’s honbattfear of man and man’s opinion, or
that pride and self confidence. God has been spgadkiyou about it, and yet you have
been frightened. That was Jesus wanting to drawnygh, but you were afraid. You
don’t see how you can give up all that, you arereatly to say, “At any sacrifice | am
going to have that taken out of me, and | will givap,” and while God and Christ were
coming nigh to bless you, you were afraid of Him.



Oh, believers, at other times Christ has come towith affliction, and perhaps you have
said, “If I want to be entirely holy, | know | shdlave to be afflicted, and | am afraid of
affliction,” and you have dreaded the thought, ‘‘6€hmay come to me in affliction.” The

presence of Christ dreaded!--oh, beloved, | wartelioyou it is all misconception. The
disciples had no reason to dread that “spirit” augrthere, for it was Christ Himself; and,
when God’s word comes close to you and touches lgeart, remember that is Christ
out of Whose mouth goes the two-edged sword. @hsst in His love coming to cut

away the sin, that He may fill your heart with thiessing of God’s love. Beware of
dreading the presence of Christ.

3. Then comes the third thought,--the presence afsChevealed.Bless God! When
Christ heard how they cried, he spoke the wordb®text, “Be of good cheer; it is I; be
not afraid.” Ah, what gladness those words broughthose hearts! There is Jesus, that
dark object appears, that dreaded form. It is ¢esded Lord Himself. And, dear friends,
the Master’s object, whether it be by affliction atherwise, is to prepare for receiving
the presence of Christ, and through it all Jeswealsyp “It is I; be not afraid.” The
presence of Christ revealed! | want to tell you the Son of God, oh believer, is longing
to reveal Himself to you. Listertlisten! LISTEN! Is there any longing heart? Jesus says,
“Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.”

Oh, beloved; God has given us Christ. And does @adt me to have Christ every
moment? Without doubt. God wants the presence asClio be the joy of every hour of
my life, and, if there is one thing sure, Chrish caveal Himself to me every moment.
Are you willing to come and claim this privilege2ldan reveal Himself. | cannot reveal
Him to you; you cannot grasp Him; but He can shimte your heart. How can | see the
sunlight tomorrow morning, if | am spared? The gl will reveal itself. How can |
know Christ? Christ can reveal Himself. And, egolfurther, | pray you to set your heart
upon this, and to offer the humble prayer, “Lordwrreveal Thyself to me, so, that | may
never lose the sight of Thee. Give me to understiaadthrough the thick darkness Thou
comest to make Thyself known.” Let not one hearldphowever dark it may be--at
midnight--whatever midnight there be in the soulmadnight, in the dark, Christ can
reveal Himself. Ah, thank God, often after a lifieten and twenty years of dawn, after a
life of ten and twenty years of struggling, nowthe light, and now in the dark, there
comes a time when Jesus is willing just to give séihto us, nevermore to part. God
grant us that presence of Jesus!

4. And now comes the fourth thought--The presencdesuslost, was the first; the
presence of Jesukeadedwas the second; the presence of Jesusaled,was the third,;
the presence of Jesdssired,is the fourth. What happened? Peter heard the, laord
yonder was Jesus, some 30, 40, 50 yards distathtiamade as though He would have
passed them; and Peter--in a preceding chaptekksgbout Peter, showing what terrible
failure and carnality there was in him--but, blélss Lord, Peter’'s heart was right with
Christ, and he wanted to claim His presence, andalek “Lord, if it be Thou, bid me
come upon the water to Thee.” Yes, Peter couldexif he wanted to be as near to Christ
as possible. He saw Christ walking on the waterghngembered Christ had said, “Follow
Me;” he remembered how Christ, with the miraculdusught of fishes, had proved that
He was Master of the sea, and of the waters, anérhembered how Christ had stilled
the storm; and, without argument or reflection, allonce he said, “There is my Lord



manifesting Himself in a new way; there is my Laxkrcising a new and supernatural
power, and | can go to my Lord, He is able to male walk where He walks.” He
wanted to walk like Christ, he wanted to walk n€rist. He didn't say, “Lord, let me
walk around the sea here,” but he said, “Lordietcome to Thee.”

Friends, would you not like to have the presenc€lofist in this way? Not that Christ
should come down--that is what many Christians wHmy want to continue in their
sinful walk, they want to continue in their worldiyalk, they want to continue in their
old life, and they want Christ to come down to theith His comfort, His presence, and
His love; but that cannot be. If | am to have tmespnce of Christ, | must walk as He
walked. His walk was a supernatural one. He walketie love and in the power of God.
Most people walk according to the circumstanceshich they are, and most people say,
‘I am depending upon circumstances for my religidnhundred times over you hear
people say, “My circumstances prevent my enjoyingraken fellowship with Jesus.”
What were the circumstances that were found abbtis2 The wind and the waves--and
Christ walked triumphant over circumstances; anteiPeaid, “Like my Lord | can
triumph over all circumstances: anything around isx@othing, if 1 have Jesus.” He
longed for the presence of Christ. Would God thatwe look at the life of Christ upon
earth, as we look how Christ walked and conquéredvaves, every one of us could say,
“I want to walk like Jesus.” If that is your heartlesire, you can expect the presence of
Jesus; but as long as you want to walk on a loexellthan Christ, as long as you want
to have a little of the world, and a little of selill, do not expect to have the presence of
Christ. Near Christ, and like Christ--the two thsngo together. Have you taken that in?
Peter wanted to walk like Christ that he mightgedr Christ; and it is this | want to offer
every one of you. | want to say to the weakesteleli, “With God’s presence you can
have the presence and fellowship of Christ alldhg long, your whole life through.” |
want to bring you that promise, but | must give Gocbndition--walk like Christ, and
you shall always abide near Christ. The presendehoist invites you to come and have
unbroken fellowship with Him.

5. Then comes the next thought. We have just hagrdsence of Christ desired, and my
next thought is,--the presence of Chtisisted. The Lord Jesus said, “Come,” and what
did Peter do? He stepped out of the boat. How diddre to do it against all the laws of
nature?--how did he dare to do it? He sought Chnstheard Christ’s voice, he trusted
Christ’s presence and power, and in the faith aisthe said, “I can walk on the water,”
and he stepped out of the boat. Here is the turpoigt; here is the crisis. Peter saw
Christ in the manifestation of a supernatural powed Peter believed that supernatural
power could work in him, and he could live a supgéural life. He believed this applied
to walking on the sea; and herein lies the wholgeteof the life of faith. Christ had
supernatural power--the power of heaven, the p@ivaoliness, the power of fellowship
with God, and Christ can give me grace to live asliked. If | will but, like Peter, look
at Christ and say to Christ, “Lord, speak the waurat] | will come,” and if | will listen to
Christ saying, “Come,” |, too, shall have powestalk upon the waves.

Have you ever seen a more beautiful and more ictsteusymbol of the Christian life? |
once preached on it many years ago, and the thabghfilled my heart then was this--
the Christian life compared to Peter walking on thaves, nothing so difficult and
impossible without Christ, nothing so blessed aai@ svith Christ. That is the Christian



life,-impossible without Christ's nearness--modiesand blessed, however difficult, if |
only have the presence of Christ. Believers, weehtaed in these pages to call you to a
better life in the Spirit, to a life in the felloWwp with God. There is only one thing can
enable you to live it--you must have the Lord Jasoisl your hand every minute of the
day. “But can that be?” you ask. Yes, it can. “Vdé&o much to think of. Sometimes for
four or five hours of the day | have to go into thery thick of business and have some
ten men standing around me, each claiming my atenow can I, how can | always
have the presence of Jesus?” Beloved, because esymur God and loves you
wonderfully, and is able to make His presence notgar to you than that of ten men who
are standing around you. If you will in the morniteke time and enter into your
covenant every morning with Him, “My Lord Jesusthming can satisfy me but Thine
abiding presence,” He will give it to you, He wéllirely give it to you. Oh, Peter trusted
the presence of Christ, and He said, “If Christscale | can walk on the waves to Him.”
Shall we trust the presence of Christ? To walk ugto all the circumstances and
temptations of life is exactly like walking on theter--you have no solid ground under
your feet, you do not know how strong the tempteti@of Satan may come; but do
believe God wants you to walk in a supernatural difbove human power. God wants you
to live a life in Christ Jesus. Are you wanting liee that life? Come then, and say,
“Jesus, | have heard Thy promise that Thy prese#itgo with me. Thou hast said, “My
presence shall go with thee,”--and, Lord, | claim trust Thee.”

6. Now, the sixth step in this wonderful history.eThresence of Chrisbrgotten.Peter
got out of the boat and began to walk toward thedLiesus with his eyes fixed upon
Him. The presence of Christ was trusted by him, la@dvalked boldly over the waves;
but all at once he took his eyes off Jesus, antidgan at once to sink, and there was
Peter, his walk of faith at an end; all drenched drowning and crying, “Lord, help
me!” There are some of you saying in your hearksidw, “Ah, that’'s what will come of
your higher-life Christians.” There are people wday, “You never can life that life; do
not talk of it; you must always be failing.” Petalivays failed before Pentecost. It was
because the Holy Spirit had not yet come, and thexdhis experience goes to teach us,
that while Peter was still in the life of the flelsb must fail somehow or other. But, thank
God, there was One to life him out of the failumag our last point will be to prove that
out of that failure he came into closer union wittsus than ever before, and deeper
dependence. But listen, first, while | speak to gbout this failure.

Someone may say, “l| have been trying, to say, ‘Lol live it;" but, tell me, suppose
failure come, what then?” Learn from Peter what poght to do. What did Peter do?
The very opposite of what most do. What did he denvhe began to sink? That very
moment, without one word of self-reproach of selifrdemnation, he cried, “Lord, help
me!” | wish | could teach every Christian that.ehtember the time in my spiritual life
when that became clear to me; for up to that tiwiegn | failed, my only thought was to
reproach and condemn myself, and | thought thatidvda me good. | found it didn’t do
me good; and | learn from Peter that my work ig, ¥ery moment | fail, to say, “Jesus,
Master, help me!” and the very moment | say thasu3d does help me. Remember,
failure is not an impossibility. | can conceive mdhan one Christian who said, “Lord, |
claim the fullness of the Holy Ghost. | want todigvery hour of every day filled with the
Holy Spirit;” and | can conceive that an honestls@io said that with a trembling faith,
yet may have fallen; | want to say to that soulpri@ be discouraged.’ If failure comes,



at once, without any waiting, appeal to Jesus. Halways ready to hear, and the very
moment you find there is the temper, the hasty wordsome other wrong, at once the
living Jesus is near, so gracious, and so mighppeal to Him and there will be help at
once. If you learn to do this, Jesus will lift yap and lead you on to a walk where His
strength shall secure you from failure.

7. And then comes my last thought. The presenceesifisl was forgotten while Peter
looked at the waves; but now, lastly, we have tlesence of Jesusstored.Yes, Christ
stretched out His hand to save him. Possibly--ftePwas a very proud, self-confident
man--possibly he had to sink there to teach hinh i faith could not save him, but it
was the power of Christ. God wants us to learndkson that when we fall then we can
cry out to Jesus, and at once He reaches out Hig. ikemember, Peter walked back to
the boat without sinking again. Why? Because Chvest very near him. Remember it is
quite possible, if you use your failure rightly, he far nearer Christ after it than before.
Use it rightly, | say. That is, come and acknowkedtn me there is nothing, but | am
going to trust my Lord unboundedly.” Let every tm@ teach you to cling afresh to
Christ, and He will prove Himself a mighty and aiftg Helper. The presence of Jesus
restored! Yes, Christ took him by the hand and éeblpim, and | don’t know whether
they walked hand in hand those forty or fifty yatmck to the boat, or whether Christ
allowed Peter to walk beside Him; but this | kndlagy were very near to each other, and
it was the nearness of his Lord that strengthemad h

Remember what has taken place since that happeitedPeter. The cross has been
erected, the blood has been shed, the grave hasopeeaed, the resurrection has been
accomplished, heaven has been opened, and thé &pihie Exalted One has come
down. Do believe that it is possible for the preseaf Jesus to be with us every day and
all the way. Your God has given you Christ, andw#mts to give you Christ into your
heart in such a way that His presence shall be yaithevery moment of your life.

Who is willing to lift up his eyes and his heardaim exclaim, “I want to live according
to God’s standard?” Who is willing? Who is willinig cast himself into the arms of Jesus
and to live a life of faith victorious over the wit and the waves, over the circumstances
and difficulties? Who is willing to say this--“Lorcbid me come to Thee upon the
water?” Are you willing? Listen! Jesus says, “Com#&ill you step out at this moment?
Yonder is the boat, the old life that Peter hadndeading; he had been familiar with the
sea from his boyhood, and that boat was a veryedgdiace; Christ had sat beside him
there; Christ had preached from that boat, fronh bloat of Peter’s, Christ had given the
wonderful draught of fishes; it was a very sacredtpbut Peter left it to come to a place
more sacred still--walking with Jesus on the waéenew and a Divine experience. Your
Christian life may be a very sacred thing; you msay, “Christ saved me by His blood,
He has given me many an experience of grace; Gegitwved His grace in my heart,”
but you confess “I haven't got the real life of@dibg fellowship; the winds and the waves
often terrify me, and | sink.” Oh, come out of theat of past experiences at once; come
out of the boat of external circumstances; comeobtile boat, and step out on the word
of Christ, and believe, “With Jesus | can walk upgba water.” When Peter was in the
boat, what had he between him and the bottom o$&la@ A couple of planks; but when
he stepped out upon the water what had he betweeartd the sea? Not a plank, but the
word of the Almighty Jesus. Will you come, and witih any experience, will you rest



upon the word of Jesus, “Lo | am with you alway”#l\Wou rest upon His word, “Be of
good cheer; fear not; it is I’? Every moment Jdstes in heaven; every moment by His
Spirit Jesus whispers that word; and every momenltives to make it true. Accept it
now, accept it now! My Lord Jesus is equal to evanergency. My Lord Jesus can meet
the wants of every soul. My whole heart says, 8da, He cando it; Hewill, He will do

it!” Oh come, believers, and let us claim most loledately, most quietly, most restfully--
let us claim, claim itclaim it, CLAIM it.

7.AWORD TO WORKERS

Some time ago | read this expression in an oldautfihe first duty of a clergyman is
humbly to ask of God that all that he wants dongismhearers should first be truly and
fully done in himself.” These words have stuck t@ raver since. What a solemn
application this is to the subject that occupied atiention in previous chapters--the
living and working under the fullness of the Holgi®! And yet, if we understand our
calling aright, every one of us will have to sapatis the one thing on which everything
depends. What profit is it to tell men that theyynhe filled with the Spirit of God, if,
when they ask us, “Has God done it for you?” weehovanswer, “No, He has not done
it"? What profit is it for me to tell men that JesChrist can dwell within us every
moment, and keep us from sin and actual transgmesand that the abiding presence of
God can be our portion all the day, if | wait npoa God first to do it truly and full day
by day?

Look at the Lord Jesus Christ; it was of the ChiHgnself, when He had received the
Holy Ghost from heaven, that John the Baptist tHzatl “He would baptize with the Holy
Ghost.” | can only communicate to others what Gad imparted to me. If my life as a
minister be a life in which the flesh still greapyevails--if my life be a life in which |
grieve the Spirit of God, | cannot expect but tirgt people will receive through me a
very mingled kind of life. But if the life of Godwekll in me, and | am filled with His
power, then | can hope that the life that goesfram me may be infused into my hearers
too.

We have referred to the need of every believerdélled with the Spirit; and what is

there of deeper interest to us now, or that catebetcupy our attention, than prayerfully
to consider how we can bring our congregationseigebe that this is possible; and how
we can lead on every believer to seek it for hifnselexpect it, and to accept of it, so as
to live it out? But, brethren, the message mustectnom us as a witness of our personal
experience, by the grace of God. The same writawiiom | alluded, says elsewhere:
“The first business of a clergyman, when he seesamakened and brought to Christ, is
to lead them on to know the Holy SpiritMow true! Do not we find this throughout the
word of God? John the Baptist preached Christ @sltbmb of God which taketh away

the sin of the world;” we read in Matthew that Hsoasaid that Christ would “baptize

with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” In the gospel Bohn, we read that the Baptist was
told that upon Whom he would see the Spirit desegndnd abiding, He it was who

would baptize with the Spirit. Thus John the Bag#sl the people on from Christ to the
expectation of the Holy Ghost for themselves. Arthtvdid Jesus do? For three years,
He was with His disciples, teaching and instructimgm; but when He was about to go



away, in His farewell discourse on the last nighhat was His great promise to the
disciples? “I will pray the Father, and He shaNeiyou another Comforter, even the
Spirit of truth.” He had previously promised to sigowho believed on Him, that “rivers
of living water” should flow from them; which thevBngelist explains as meaning the
Holy Ghost:--“Thus spake He of the Spirit.” But gshpromise was only to be fulfilled
after Christ “was glorified.” Christ points to thdoly Spirit as the one fruit of being
glorified. The glorified Christ leads to the Holyh@st. So in the farewell discourse,
Christ leads the disciples to expect the SpirithesFather’s great blessing. Then again,
when Christ came and stood at the footstool of béiavenly throne, on the Mount of
Olives, ready to ascend, what were His words? “Nallseceive power after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be wgessunto Me.” Christ's constant
work was to teach His disciples to expect the Fepyrit. Look through the Book of Acts,
you see the same thing. Peter on the day of Pesttpoeached that Christ was exalted,
and had received of the Father the promise of thlg Bhost; and so he told the people;
“Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Clorighe remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” So, whepelieve in Jesus risen, ascended, and
glorified, 1 shall receive the Holy Ghost.

Look again, after Philip had preached the gosp&8amaria, men and women had been
converted, and there was great joy in the city. Hody Spirit had been working, but
something was still wanting; Peter and John canvendoom Jerusalem, prayed for the
converted ones, laid their hands upon them, “aeg tieceived the Holy Ghost.” Then
they had the conscious possession and enjoymettieo$pirit; but till that came they
were incomplete. Paul was converted by the migbtygy of Jesus who appeared to Him
on the way to Damascus; and yet he had to go tmiAsdo receive the Holy Ghost.

Then again, we read that when Peter went to prea€ornelius, as he preached Christ,
“the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard therdi8 which Peter took as the sign that
these Gentiles were one with the Jews in the faf’/@od, having the same baptism.

And so we might go through many of the Epistleserehwe find the same truth taught.
Look at that wonderful epistle to the Romans. Thetdne of justification by faith is
established in the first five chapters. Then ingh¢h and seventh, though the believer is
represented as dead to sin and the law, and maori€trist, yet a dreadful struggle goes
on in the heart of the regenerate man as long as$@ot god the full power of the Holy
Spirit. But in the eighth chapter, it is the “laW the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” that
maketh us free from “the law of sin and death.” Tlne are “not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit,” with the Spirit of God dwelling in us. Athe teaching leads up to the Holy Spirit.

Look again at the epistle to the Galatians. We gdmMalk of this epistle as the great
source of instruction on the doctrine of justifioat by faith: but have you ever noticed
how the doctrine of the Holy Spirit holds a mosbmpment place there? Paul asks the
Galatian church: “Received ye the Spirit by the kgoof the law, or by the hearing of
faith?” It was the hearing of faith that led themthe full enjoyment of the Spirit’'s
power. If they sought to be justified by the worksthe law, they had “fallen from
grace.” “For wethrough the Spiritvait for the hope of righteousness by faith.” Ahdn

at the end of the fifth chapter, we are told: “Ié Wve in the Spirit, let us walk in the
Spirit.”



Again, if we go to the epistles to the Corinthiawg, find Paul asking the Christians in
Corinth: “Know ye not that your body is the templiethe Holy Ghost which is in you?”

If we look into the epistle to the Ephesians, wadfithe doctrine of the Holy Spirit

mentioned twelve times. It is the Spirit that se&atsl’s people; “Ye were sealed with the
Holy Spirit of promise.” He illumines them; “Thatd@ may give the Spirit of wisdom

and revelation in the knowledge of Him.” ThroughriSt) both Jew and Gentile “have
access by one Spirit unto the Father.” They “aiitdbd together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit.” They are “strengthened withghtiby His Spirit in the inner man.”

With “all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffeyi forbearing one another in love,”
they “endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirithie bond of peace.” By not “grieving

the Holy Spirit of God,” we preserve our sealingthe “day of redemption.” Being

“filled with the Spirit,” we “sing and make melodg our hearts to the Lord,” and thus
glorify Him. Just study these epistles carefullydaou will find that what | say is true--

that the apostle Paul takes great pains to leadst@ms to the Holy Ghost as the
consummation of the Christian life.

It was the Holy Ghost Who was given to the churicRentecost; and it is the Holy Ghost
Who gives Pentecostal blessings now. It is thisgrogiven to bless men, that wrought
such wonderful life, and love, and self-sacrificethe early church; and it is this that
makes us look back to those days as the most hdaeart of the Church’s history. And
it is the same Spirit of power that must dwell e thearts of all believers in our day to
give the Church its true position. Let us ask Guoeht that every minister and Christian
worker may be endued with the power of the Holy &hthat He may search us and try
us, and enable us sincerely to answer the quesSHave | known the indwelling and the
filling of the Holy Spirit that God wants me to he/Let each one of us ask himself: “Is
it my great study to know the Holy Ghost dwellimgme, so that | may help others to
yield to the same indwelling of the Holy Spirit;chathat He may reveal Christ fully in His
divine saving and keeping power?” Will not everyedrave to confess: “Lord, | have all
too little understood this; | have all too littleamifested this in my work and preaching”?
Beloved brethren, “The first duty of every clergyma to humbly ask God that all that
he wants done in his hearers may be first fully taaly done in himself.” And the second
thing is his duty towards those who are awakenedbaaught to Christ, to lead them on
to the full knowledge of the presence and indwgllh the Holy Spirit.

Now, if we are indeed to come into full harmonytwihese two great principles, then
there come to us some further questions of the deppest importance. And the first
qguestions is: “Why is it that there is in the churof Christ so little practical
acknowledgment of the power of the Holy Ghost?il ot speaking to you, brethren, as
if 1 thought you were not sound in doctrine on thant. | speak to you as believing in
the Holy Ghost as the third person in the everdadsTrinity. But | speak to you
confidently as to those who will readily admit thhe truth or the presence and of the
power of the Holy Ghost is not acknowledged in ¢herch as it ought to be. Then the
guestion is, Why is it not so acknowledged? | amdvezause of its spirituality. It is one
of the most difficult truths in the Bible for theuman mind to comprehend. God has
revealed Himself in creation throughout the whahéverse. He has revealed Himself in
Christ incarnate--and what a subject of study thesgn, and word, and works of Christ
form! But the mysterious indwelling of the Holy &pihidden in the depths of the life of
the believer, how much less easy to comprehend!



In the early Pentecostal days of the church, thtedge was intuitive; thegossessed
the Spirit in power. But soon after the spirit bétworld began to creep into the church
and mastered it. This was followed by the deepekrdss of formality and superstition
in the Roman Catholic Church, when the spirit af thorld completely triumphed in
what was improperly styled the Church of Christe Reformation in the days of Luther
restored the truth of justification by faith in @tr but the doctrine of the Holy Ghost did
not then obtain its proper place, for God doesreatal all truth at one time. A great deal
of the spirit of the world was still left in the foemed churches; but now God is
awakening the church to strive after a fuller denigl idea of the Holy Spirit's place and
power. Through the medium of books, and discussiand conventions many hearts are
being stirred.

Brethren, it is our privilege to take part in tigieat movement; and let us engage in the
work more earnestly than ever. Let each of us spygreat work is, in preaching Christ,
to lead men to the acknowledging of the Holy Spwitho alone can glorify Christ. | may
try to glorify Christ in my preaching, but it widlvail nothing without the Spirit of God. |
may urge men to the practice of holiness and e@énstian virtue, but all my persuasion
will avail very little unless | help them to believhat they must have the Holy Ghost
dwelling in them every moment enabling to live tife of Christ. The great reason why
the Holy Spirit was given from heaven was to makest Jesus’ presence manifest to us.
While Jesus was incarnate, His disciples were taohmunder the power of the flesh to
allow Christ to get a lodgement in their heartsvdis needful, He said, that He should go
away, in order that the Spirit might come; and Hengised to those who loved Him and
kept His commandments, that with the Spirit, He ldazome, and the Father would also
come, and make Their abode with them. It is thesHbly Spirit's great work to reveal
the Father and the Son in the hearts of God’s pediplve believe and teach men that the
Holy Spirit can make Christ a reality to them evemgment, men will learn to believe
and accept Christ’s presence and power, of whiei tlow know far too little.

Then another question presents itself, viz., Whatwge to expect when the Holy Spirit is
duly acknowledged and received? | ask this quesbenause | have frequently noticed
something with considerable interest--and, | may, sdth some anxiety. | sometimes
hear men praying earnestly for a baptism of theylglirit that He may give them power
for their work. Beloved brethren, we need this pgwet only for work, but for our daily
life. Remember, we must have it all the time. Ird Jlestament times, the Spirit came
with power upon the prophets and other inspired;rhahHe did not dwell permanently
in them. In the same way, in the church of the @brans, the Holy Spirit came with
power to work miraculous gifts, and yet they hadl small measure of His sanctifying
grace. You will remember the carnal strife, envyiagd divisions there were. They had
gifts of knowledge and wisdom, etc.; but alas! eridnlovingness, and other sins sadly
marred the character of many of them. And what dbessteach us? That a man may
have a great gift of power for work, but very 8ttbf the indwelling Spirit. In 1
Corinthians 13, we are reminded that though we mmaye faith that would remove
mountains, if we have not love, we are nothing. Mest have the love that brings the
humility and self-sacrifice of Jesus. Don't let mst in the first place the gifts we may
possess; if we do, we shall have very little blegsBut we should seek, in the first place,
that the Spirit of God should come as a light aod/igr of holiness from the indwelling
Jesus. Let the first work of the Holy Spirit behtemble you deep down in the very dust,



so that your whole life shall be a tender, brokeasted waiting on God, in the
consciousness of mercy coming from above.

Do not seek large gifts; there is something degpearneed. It is not enough that a tree
shoots its branches to the sky, and be covereklyhigth leaves; but we want its roots to
strike deeply into the soil. Let the thought of tHely Spirit's being in us, and our hope
of being filled with the Spirit, be always accomhin us with a broken and contrite
heart. Let us bow very low before God, in waitilng His grace to fill and to sanctify us.
We do not want a power which God might allow usuge, while our inner part is
unsanctified. We want God to give us full possessibHimself. In due time, the special
gift may come; but we want first and now, the poweérthe Holy Ghost working
something far mightier and more effectual in usntlay such gift. We should seek,
therefore, not only a baptism of power, but a Isptof holiness; we should seek that the
inner nature be sanctified by the indwelling ofulgsand then other power will come as
needed.

There is a third question. Suppose some one saygeid| have given myself up to be
filled with the Spirit, and | do not feel that tieeis any difference in my condition; there
is no change of experience that | can speak of.t\Wiigt | then think? Must not | think
that my surrender was not honest?” No, do not tttiak “But how then? Does God give
no response?” Beloved, God gives a response, lagtishnot always within certain
months or years. “What, then, would you have me’ dé&tain the position you have
taken before God, and maintain it every day. S&h God, | have given myself to be
filled, here | am an empty vessel, trusting andeexipg to be filled by Thee.” Take that
position every day and every hour. Ask God to wititcross your heart. Give up to God
an empty, consecrated vessel that He may fill ibhwhe Holy Spirit. Take that position
constantly. It may be that you are not fully pregghrAsk God to cleanse you; to give you
grace to separate from everything sinful--from uigb@r whatever hindrance there may
be. Then take your position before God and say, ‘Gbyd, Thou art faithful; I have
entered into covenant with Thee for Thy Holy Sptatfill me, and | believe Thou wilt
fulfill it.” Brethren, | say for myself, and for evy minister of the gospel, and for every
fellow worker, man or woman, that if we thus conaeédoe God with a full surrender, in a
bold, believing attitude, God’s promise must bédilfed.

If you were to ask me of my own experience, | woséy this: That there have been
times when | hardly knew myself what to think of @@ answer to my prayer in this
matter; but | have found it my joy and my strentgihake and maintain my position, and
say: “My God, | have given myself up to Thee. Itswehine own grace that led me to
Christ; and | stand before Thee in confidence Thettu wilt keep Thy covenant with me
to the end. | am the empty vessel; Thou art the Batfillest all.” God is faithful, and

He gives the promised blessing in His own time @nethod. Beloved, for God’s sake, be
content with nothing less than full health and &glritual life. “Be filled with the Spirit.”

Let me return now to the two expressions with whidsegan: “the first duty of every
clergyman is humbly to ask of God that all thatvients done in those who hear his
preaching may be first truly and fully done in hatis Brethren, | ask you, is it not the
longing of your hearts to have a congregation dielers filled with the Holy Ghost? Is
it not your unceasing prayer for the Church of &fhrin which you minister, that the
Spirit of holiness, the very Spirit of God’s Soimetspirit of unworldliness and of



heavenly-mindedness, may possess it; and thatptiné & victory and of power over sin
may fill its children? If you are willing for thai come, your first duty is to have it
yourself.

And then the second sentence: “the first duty argwlergyman is to lead those who
have been brought to Christ to be entirely fillethwhe Holy Ghost.” How can | do my
work with success? | can conceive what a privilege to be led by the Spirit of God in
all that | am doing. In studying my Bible, prayingsiting, organizing, or whatever | am
doing, God is willing to guide me by His Holy Spirilt sometimes becomes a
humiliating experience to me that | am unwatchand do not wait for the blessing;
when that is the case, God can bring me back adgin.there is also the blessed
experience of God’s guiding hand, often throughpoagarkness, by His Holy Spirit. Let
us walk about among the people as men of God,wkatay not only preach about a
book, and what we believe with our hearts to be,thut may preach what we are and
what we have in our own experience. Jesus callwitessedor Him; what does that
mean? The Holy Ghost brought down to heaven from aearticipation in the glory and
the joy of the exalted Christ. Peter and the othdre spoke with Him were filled with
this heavenly Spirit; and thus Christ spoke in thand accomplished the work for them.
O brethren, if you and | be Christ's we should take places and claim our privilege.
We are witnesses to the truth which we believenggses to the reality of what Jesus
does and what He is, by His presence in our ownssduwe are willing to be such
witnesses for Christ, let us go to our God; lemake confession and surrender, and by
faith claim what God has for us as ministers of glespel and workers in His service.
God will prove faithful. Even at this very momehte will touch our hearts with a deep
consciousness of His faithfulness and of His presemnd He will give to every
hungering, trustful one that which we continualeed.

8. CONSECRATION

“But who am [, and what is my people, that we stidad able to offer so willingly after
this sort? for all things come of Thee, and of &imwvn have we given Thee.l-
Chronicles 29:14

To be able to offer anything to God is a perfegsstery. Consecration is a miracle of
grace. “All things come of Thee, and of Thine ovavé we given Thee.” In these words
there are four very precious thoughts | want tcatmg make clear to you.. . .

1. God is the Owner of all, and gives all to us.

2. We have nothing but what we receive-but evergthire need we may receive from
God.

3. It is our privilege and honour to give back tod3ehat we receive from Him.
4. God has a double joy in His possessions wheedwves back from us what He gave.

And when | apply this to my life-to my body, to miealth, property, to my whole being
with all its powers-then | understand what Consgmmaought to be.

1. It is the glory of God, and His very nature, todde&ays GIVING.God is the owner of
all. There is no power, no riches, no goodnesslowe, outside of God. It is the very



nature of God, that He does not live for Himseift for His creatures. His is a love that
always delights to give. Here we come to the fitefp in consecration. | must see that
everything | have is given by Him; | must learrbilieve in God as the great Owner and
Giver of all. Let me hold that fast. | have nothimgt what actually and definitely belongs
to God. Just as much as people say, “this moneyyipurse belongs to me,” so God is
the Proprietor of all. It is His and His only. Aiidis his life and delight to be always
giving. Oh, take that precious thougtitere is nothing that God has that He does not
want to givelt is His nature, and therefore when God asksamoything, He must give it
first Himself, and He will. Never be afraid whatew&od asks; for God only asks what is
His own; what He asks you to give He will first Higif give you. The Possessor, and
Owner, and Giver of all! This is our God. You caply this to yourself and your powers
to all you are and have. Study it, believe it, liveit, every day, every hour, every
moment.

2. Just as it is the nature and glory of God tolbggs giving,it is the nature and glory
of man to be always receivingvhat did God make us for? We have been made to be
each of us a vessel into which God can pour outliféisHis beauty, His happiness, His
love. We are created to be each a receptacle aeseavoir of divine heavenly life and
blessing, just as much as God can put into us. Maveinderstood this, that our great
work--the object of our creation--is to be alwagseiving? If we fully enter into this, it
will teach some precious things. One thing--therutblly of being proud or conceited.
What an idea! Suppose | were to borrow a very liehualress, and walk about boasting
of it as if it were my own, you might say, “Whaf@l!” And here it is the Everlasting
God owns everything we have; shall we dare to exaiselves on account of what is all
His? Then what a blessed lesson it will teach ustadt our position is! | have to do with
a God whose nature is to be always giving, and norge always receiving. Just as the
lock and key fit each other, God the Giver andd thceiver fit into each other. How
often we trouble about things, and about prayingtliem, instead of going back to the
root of things, and saying, “Lord, | only crave lie the receptacle of what the Will of
God means for me; of the power and the gifts apddize and Spirit of God.” What can
be more simple? Come aseceptaclecleansed, emptied and humble. Come, and then
God will delight to give. If | may with reverencaysit, He cannot help Himself; it is His
promise, His nature. The blessing is ever flowing of Him. You know how water
always flows into the lowest places. If we would be emptied and low, nothing but
receptacles, what a blessed life we could live! Baylay just praising Him--Thou givest
and | accept. Thou bestowest and | rejoice to vecdiow many tens of thousands of
people have said this morning: “What a beautiful!daet us throw open the windows
and bring in the sunlight with its warmth and clieleess!” May our hearts learn every
moment to drink in the light and sunshine of Gddise.

“Who am |, and what is my people, that we shouldble to offer so willingly after this
sort? for all things come of Thee, and we havergiiee of Thine own.”

3. If God gives all and | receive all, then the dhihought is very simplémust give all
back againWhat a privilege that for the sake of having méowing, grateful intercourse
with Him, and giving me the happiness of pleasing serving Him, the Everlasting God
should say, “Come now, and bring Me back all thgive.” And yet people say, “Oh, but
must | give everything back? Brother, don’t you knthat there is no happiness or



blessedness except in giving to God! David felHie. said: “Lord, what an unspeakable
privilege it is to be allowed to give that bacKTiee which is Thine own!” Just to receive
and then to render back in love to Him as God, whafives. Do you know what God
needs you for? People say, “Does not God give lugoald gifts to enjoy?” But do you
know that the reality of the enjoyment is in theigg back? Just look at Jesus-God gave
Him a wonderful body. He kept it holy and gave st a sacrifice to God. This is the
beauty of having a body. God has given you a dbid;is the beauty of having a soul-
you can give it back to God. People talk aboutdiffeculty they meet with in having so
strong a will. You never can have too strong a,\alllt the trouble is we do not give that
strong will up to God, to make it a vessel in whigbd can and will pour His Spirit, so as
to fit it to do splendid service for Himself.

We have now had the three thoughts: God gives edceive all; | give up all. Will you
do this now? Will not every heart say, “My Godath me to give up everything?” Take
your head, your mind with all its power of speakiggur property, your heart with its
affections--the best and most secret--take goldsdudr, everything, and lay it at God’s
feet and say, “Lord, here is the covenant betweerand Thee. Thou delightest to give
all, and I delight to give back all.” God teachthat. If that simple lesson were learnt,
there would be an end of so much trouble abouirftndut the Will of God, and an end
of all our holding back, for it would be writtenpthupon our foreheads, but across our
hearts, “God can do with me what He pleases; Irigeto Him with all | have.” Instead of
always saying to God, “Give, give, give,” we shoshly, “Yes, Lord, Thou dost give,
thou dost love to give, and | love to give backry That life and find out if it is not the
very highest life.

4. God gives all, | receive all, | give all. Now cemthe fourth thought: God does so
rejoice in what we give to Him. It is not only laham the receiver and the giver, but God
is the Giver and the Receiver too, and, may | sayith reverence, has more pleasure in
the receiving back than even in giving. With outldi faith we often thing they come
back to God again all defiled. God says, “No, tlkeyne back beautiful and glorified”;
the surrender of the dear child of His, with hipiestions and thanksgivings, brings it to
God with a new value and beauty. Ah! child of Ganliydo not know how precious the
gift that you bring to your Father, is in His sightave | not seen a mother give a piece of
cake, and the child comes and offers her a piesbdee it with her? How she values the
gift! And your God, oh, my friends, your God, Higdrt, His Father’'s heart of love,
longs, longs, longs to have you give Him everythimgs not a demand. It is a demand,
but it is not a demand of a hard Master, it is¢h of a loving Father, who knows that
every gift you bring to God will bind you closer Himself, and every surrender you
make will open your heart wider to get more of $sritual gifts. Oh, friends! a gift to
God has in His sight infinite value. It delightsnkliHe sees of the travail of His soul and
is satisfied. And it brings unspeakable blessingda. These are the thoughts our text
suggests; now comes the practical application. Velathe lessons? We here learn what
the true dispositions of the Christian life are.

To be and abide in continual dependence upon (G&etome nothing, begin to
understand that you are nothing but an eartherelvags which God will shine down the
treasure of His love. Blessed is the man who knaat it is to be nothing, to be just an
empty vessel meet for God’s use. Work, the Aposdlgs, for it is God who worketh in



you to will and to do. Brethren, come and take dbhithe place of deep, deep
dependence on God. And then take the placehidd-like trustand expectancy. Count
upon your God to do for you everything that you dasire of Him. Honour God as a
God who gives liberally. Honour God and believet tHa asks nothing from you but
what he is going first to give. And then come peasd surrender and consecration.
Praise Him for it! Let every sacrifice to Him beleank-offering. What are we going to
consecrate? First of all our lives. There are pgeshaen and women-young men and
women-whose hearts are asking, “What do you wanttonelo-to say | will be a
missionary?” No, indeed, | do not ask you to da.tlbeal with God, and come to Him
and say, “Lord of all, I belong to Thee, | am albsely at Thy disposal.” Yield up
yourselves. There may be many who cannot go asidvieses, but oh, come, give up
yourselves to God all the same to be consecratttetavork of His Kingdom. Let us bow
down before Him. Let us give Him all our powers+tead to think for His Kingdom,
our heart to go out in love for men, and howevebfe you may be, come and say:
“Lord, here | am, to live and die for Thy Kingdo®ome talk and pray about the filling
of the Holy Spirit. Let them pray more and beliewere. But remember the Holy Spirit
came to fit men to be messengers of the Kingdowhyan cannot expect to be filled with
the Spirit unless you want to live for Christ’s igoiom. You cannot expect all the love
and peace and joy of heaven to come into youalii@ be your treasures, unless you give
them up absolutely to the Kingdom of God, and pessel use them only for Him. It is
the soul utterly given up to God that will receineits emptying the fullness of the Holy
Spirit. Dear friends we must consecrate not onkgelwes-body and soul-but all we have.
Some of you may have children; perhaps you havennchild, and you dread the very
idea of letting it go. Take care, take care; Gosketdlees your confidence, your love, and
your surrender. | plead with you; take your chitdi@nd say to Jesus: “Anything Lord,
that pleases Thee.” Educate your children for JeSos help you to do it. He may not
accept all of them, but He will accept of the walhd there will be a rich blessing in your
soul for it. Then there is money. When | hear afgpéa money from every Society;
when | hear calculations as to what the Christ@inEngland are spending on pleasure,
and the small amount given for Missions, | say éhier something terrible in it. God’s
children with so much wealth and comfort, and givaway so small a portion! God be
praised for every exception! But there are many give but very little, who never so
give that it costs them something, and they feeDh, friends! our giving must be in
proportion to God’s giving. He gives you all. Let take it up in our Consecration prayer:
“Lord, take it all, every penny | possess. It is&line.” Let us often say “It is all His.”
You may not know how much you ought to give. Giye all, put everything in His
hands, and He will teach you if you will wait.

We have heard this precious message from David’'sittmowe Christians of the
nineteenth century, have we learned to know our @lod is willing to give everything?
God help us to.

And then the second message. We have nothing teadlomot receive, and we may
receive everything if we are willing to stand bef@&od and take it.

Thirdly. Whatever you have received from God giveack. It brings a double blessing
to your own soul.



Fourthly. Whatever God receives back from us cotoddim in Heaven and gives Him
infinite joy and happiness, as he sees His objastldeen attained. Let us come in the
spirit of David, with the spirit of Jesus Christus. Let us pray our Consecration Prayer.
And may the Blessed Spirit give each of us gradhittk and to say the right thing, and

to do what shall be pleasing in the Father’s sight.



