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Who Is Antichrist?

What a time to be alive! We see all around us sagitsevents coming to pass as foretold
in the Bible. There are countless books, web sites ministers, each proclaiming their
own spin on what is transpiring or is about to $f@re. If we were to take the time to
absorb what each one says, our heads would beirsgiand we would be no further
ahead. Each one is so certain that he is corredtignunderstanding of "end-time
prophecy." But which one is actually correct? Daag one have the "inside track” with
God so that they can identify some mystery "persgorénswer to the popular question
"Who is the Antichrist?" Is "Antichrist" the "bedsif Revelation? Is he the "abomination
of desolation" of which Daniel wrote and to whi@suds referred?

In this article, | will be sharing what the Lordshahown me. From the Bible, | will be
exposing who antichrist is. This is something tlerd_quickened to my spirit several
years ago, but in my book | barely touched on Iite Time has come to expand on this
very important matter.

Lest | come across sounding like some kind of ambg'know-it-all,” | beg your
indulgence. My prayer is that this article will nater to you more than any other that |
have written - even my book, for those who havel iea

Now let's search the Scriptures together and sext thk Lord has revealed to this point,
using the basics to lay the foundation for undextay.

Why we are here

In Revelation 4:11, we read’Hou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and horsord
power: for thou hast created all things, afat thy pleasure they are and were creatéd.
These words in the last book of the Bible tell s teason for Genesis, chapter one. All
else must be examined in light of this one trutlev& mind everything else that has
since transpired or exists in modern-day cultufssPaul the Apostle said in Colossians
1:15-17, "[Jesusis the image of the invisible God, the firstbornadif creation; forin
him were all things created, in the heavens, and upon the earth, things @silold things
invisible, whether thrones, or dominions, or prpelities, or powers: all things have
been created through him, and unto him: drelis before all things, and in him all
things consist.” He is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.

In the Garden of Eden, man was created in the imég&od, for His own purpose and
pleasure, as we just read. We have in us a nee@Gddr because He created us for
Himself. We have an inherent need to worship soimgtbr Someone, but what has man
chosen to worship?

As we covered in another article, we know what leagol in Adam's time. Because of
the enemy's temptation, man came into the knowledgmod and evil - a curse which
every person since that time has inherited at bittils the curse of death, as God warned



Adam and Eve when He forbade them to eat of the dfethe knowledge of good and
evil.

The simple matter is that man is born a creaturidesh, "dead" from birth, and the only
answer is "Life" which comes through Jesus Chtist's look a little closer, and let the
Word of God reveal the "thread" which leads to ftimederstanding of who this
"antichrist" is.

Definition of "antichrist"”

The Greek word "christos" is translated "Christd aneans "anointed.”" Christos comes
from another word, "chrio", which meant"smear or rub with dlland is translated
"anoint." The Greek word "anti" gives us the Engligrefix "anti" which with "christ"
forms "antichrist." John 1:41 tells us that "Me&Si#s translated "Christ" in the New
Testament. Therefore, the resulting definition afitichrist" is bpponent of Messidtor,

in other words, someone who opposes Messiah.

The Law and the Prophets foretold of Messiah's ngmand in great detail told us why
and how. As we have said before, the Law was ttoe ta point the Jews to Christ. Their
sacrifices of blood to make atonement for sin, gspecified animals, were meant to
"tutor” them in anticipation of the one pure Lambomvould one day come, making a
once-for-all sacrifice to put away sin.

In the study of the word "sin" we learned that thim" which Jesus "put away" was the
"abstract" sin of flesh and self. It was not thessfdeeds) of any person. As Romans 8:3
tells us, He cameini the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offeffioigsin condemned
[Greek: ‘judged’sin in the flesi He paid the price for all mankind by taking the
judgment for sin in His own flesh. THAT IS THE REASI HE CAME - He put to death
the source of sin on behalf of all. Now the way wased for every person to inherit Life
by coming to Him and putting their trust in His aéonent, receiving His Life in the
person of the Holy Spirit.

But what has man done in response? Have ALL man&imde to Him? We know the
answer is "No". Instead, man has opposed Messiahoame to free him from self and
flesh.

The prophet Isaiah foretold this in Isaiah 53:de"is despised anggected of men; a
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and wds it were our faces from him; he
was despised, and we esteemed hini' atd many centuries later, Paul wrotEot
many walk, of whom | told you often, and now tell gven weeping, that they are the
enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is perdition, whose God is the bel[fsreek:
figuratively 'the heart', or could we say 'self diekh'?],and whose glory is in their
shame, who mind earthly thinggPhilippians 3:18-19) Those who ae@emies of the
cross of Chriswithout question "oppose Messiah". SELF is morpanant to them and,
because of it and in spite of what they may proféssus is rejected.



Who is antichrist?

Jesus the Messiah's beloved friend John wrote tiep& of John, the epistles of First,
Second and Third John, as well as the book of R&wvel He seemingly understood
Jesus better than did any of the others, and hisygs shed much light on the subject of
"antichrist." The word "antichrist" can be foundyimn his epistles.

Let's take a closer look at John's words in 1 Jhhn

"Love not the world, neither the things that arehe world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. Fol tilat is in the worldthe lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the vainglory of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world. (verses 15-16) John is speaking of how "self,thwtihe
"lusts" and love of the things of this life, is noft God. Verse 17 say#hd the
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but la¢ doeth the will of God abideth
for ever”

John's very next words argittle children, it is the last hour: and as ye hea
that antichrist cometh, even now have there arigaasmy antichrists; whereby we
know that it is the last hour. They went out frosn lhwt they were not of us; for if
they had been of us, they would have continued wgittbut they went out, that
they might be made manifest how that they all ataf us. And ye have an
anointing from the Holy One, and ye know all thingserses 18-20) John is
showing the difference between flesh and SpiribsEh"not of" them had no Holy
Spirit - they were flesh, never having been borevaand becoming a part of the
fellowship of John's time. Yes, they may have epkyed the part but it was a
lie. Do you know anyone like that; playing the patile merely being entrenched
in churchianity?

Then John followed with this:l'have not written unto you because ye know not
the truth, but because ye know it, and becawusée is of the truth. Who is the
liar but he that deniethGreek; 'rejectsthat Jesus is the Christ? This is
antichrist, even he that deniethGreek: 'rejects’]the Father and the Son.
Whosoever denietfirejects’] the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that
confessetliGreek: ‘acknowledgesthe Son hath the Father alsqverses 21-23)
How does one reject Jesus, as in the context af'satords? It is possible to
"confess" Jesus as "Lord" while rejecting Him, apposing” Him, through
refusal to surrender SELF to the crucifying powethe Cross. As John clearly
states, "He is antichrist."

John mentions "antichrist" again in his second tepisvhere he continues his
message on "love" which is the main theme in a#te¢lepistles. He wrotentt as
though | wrote to thee a new commandment, but whath we had from the
beginning, that weove one another. And this is love, that we should walk after
his commandments. This the commandment, even as ye heard from the
beginning, thate should walk in it. For many deceivers are gone forth into the



world, even they that confe§&reek: 'acknowledgehot that Jesus Christ
cometh in the flesh. This is the deceiver and thatichrist." (2 John 5b-7)

Would John suddenly change the subject in a pgphgedout the commandment to
"love," and begin speaking of some world leader wiould come two thousand years
later? No! It is obvious there is a correlationhis message on love and the identity of
"antichrist" with the character traits he would derstrate.

In his First, Second and Third epistles, John speadre about love than does any other
book in the New Testament. A close second is hissp@l of John." We know that God
is Love and, when we receive His Son who is alseel ¢is Life replaces "self" in one
who is born from above. In view of this, | beliewe could say that the opposite of "self"
is "Love". Love is the evidence in one who is barrew, as Jesus revealed when He said
His disciples would be known by the love they haree for another. (John 13:35)
Common sense would tell us that those NOT born dnewod's Spirit remain dead in
flesh and self, and they are opposing Messiah lsecdney have rejected Him.

Are you beginning to get the picture? It is so meeBier and less disturbing to us if we
look outside of SELF when attempting to identifpetAntichrist.” Self and flesh have
always been the greatest opponent of Messiah bedl@ss is precisely what He came to
free us from. Again, let me say that self and fleaime with the knowledge of good and
evil and, ultimately, separation from God. Jesusught reconciliation by putting to
death flesh in Himself. Why else would Jesus cMy "God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?(Matthew 27:46) The moment had come when Jesuthe likeness of
sinful flesh, experienced the same separation fiteenFather. This should tell us how
utterly sinful flesh is! Think back to Noah's dahen God regretted making man because
he was nothing but evil flesh, with the exceptiéMNoah's household.

Let's take this thought a little further. Wheth&llen ministers" who through the lusts of
the flesh fall into immorality; false ministers wipyeach from the store of SELF and
flesh rather than walk by the Spirit, or lukewar@htistians" performing deeds in the
name of "serving Jesus," the common denominattfLiE SH". In all such instances, the
idols of "self" have risen above the call of therBpo let God be God. John's first epistle
ends with the chargeMy little children, guard yourselves from iddls.

What could be more "antichrist" than creatureslesgi who reject the One who died to
free them?

When the Lord showed me a "picture” of the "churat'He sees her, He allowed me the
privilege of feeling His anguish over those whoided they are His but do not really
know Him. They are opposing Him. They are "antistirbecause they are wrapped up in
SELF, believing they are "serving" Him. He wantsekationship with them. He wants to
dwell in them so that His Love can be shed abroatieir hearts, and be through them a
river of Living Water to those outside the fold. tBhey care only for themselves and
their deeds. Jesus saitMdny will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have wot
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have aatstlevils? and in thy name done



many wonderful works? And then will | profess uhim, | never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquitfjHebrew meaning suggests: 'practice nothingneg#/fdtthew
7:22-23)

How many are there who are causing multitudes ofssto turn their focus to some
worldly figure "out there somewhere"? Do they fibanore exciting to attract crowds to
their dramatic accounts of "prophecy revealed"aathan preach the gospel of the Cross
and the need for those souls to come to Jesusehigisrtoo late? Are some even twisting
Scriptures in an attempt to "scare hell out of pe®pNo scare tactics will ever keep man
out of hell nor will they ever bring about what prthe Holy Spirit's convicting power
can accomplish. No man comes to Jesus unless therkgaws him. (John 6:44)

The son of perdition

Paul uses the term in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-dt ho man beguile you in any wise: for it
[Christ's second comingyill not be, except the falling away first, and than of sin be
revealed, the son gferdition; he that opposeth and exalteth himself againsthat is
called God, or that is worshipped; so that he itten the temple of God, setting himself
forth as God.

The "falling away" is the apostasy of which we hdeard much and of which | have
written extensively. The "man of sin" is about ® fevealed, or "uncovered.” This man
of sin, the "son of perdition," is what we couldl¢he "offspring ofruin or loss' as the
Greek word is defined.

Think back to the Garden of Eden, when "death" campen all mankind through the
knowledge of good and evil. And remember Noah's dénen men werenly evil and all
flesh was destroyed with the exception of righteNoah and his family. Fast forward to
Jesus' day when He saidrd then shall many be offendgereek: 'stumbleland shall
betray one another, and shalate one another. Andmany false prophets shall rise, and
shall deceive many. And becauséniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax
cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the sdmab e saved.(Matthew 24:10-13)
Then we have Paul telling TimothyBut evil men and imposters shall wax worse and
worse, deceiving, and being deceiVg@. Timothy 3:13) In God's eyes, the worst evil is
that which keeps souls from coming to Jesus.

Let's get back to Paul's words to the Thessalonidhe "temple of God" was not a
temple made with hands. Ever since Jesus' deatheandection, God's new temple is in
regenerated man. But evil has accelerated, as wabgsied by Jesus and Paul as seen in
the last paragraph. The unregenerate pretenders f@tvsurrendered to Jesus and are
opposing Him by attempting to be their own "godSf. course, they have convinced
themselves they are "serving Him," but in theirrte#hey are serving "self". They are
deceived, and are deceiving others. God's Spinitocdy dwell in a temple that has room
for Him. When we are full of self, we prevent thernw God desires to do in order for us
to be made into the image of His Son. We will elbenome detestable in His sight to the
degree that the term "son of perdition” is a dasegntitle - all because flesh has



reproduced as flesh (spiritually speaking). We Wwilve exhausted all opportunity to
surrender until suddenly it is too late.

The Apostle Peter had a strong message regardswy feophets both then and now. In
these words of his, he repeatedly uses the onekGveed which was also translated
"perdition."” "But there were false prophets also among the peepkn as there shall be
false teachers among you, who privily shall bringdamnable heresies, even denying
[Greek: 'rejecting’]the Lord that bought them, and bring upon theneselgwift
destruction. And many shall follow thejpernicious ways; by reason of whonGreek:
'through whom'the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And tigfogovetousness shall
they with feigned words make merchandise of yowse/hudgment now of a long time
lingereth not, and theidamnation slumbereth not.(2 Peter 2:1-3) Notice how many
different words (in bold) came from that one Greedrd. If only we could hear the
fervor in the voices of the Apostles who gave tladlifor the sake of the gospel and the
Saviour they loved and served!

Today, there are countless false teachers througimwhe way of truth is blasphemed
by the very doctrines they put forth. We all copicbbably name many, but the most
dangerous ones are those who are not as blatanhioupresent just enough truth with a
hint of error, and draw souls intoddmnable heresiés And this, very often, is
unbeknownst to not only the hearers but the preacieo. The "just enough truth” leads
them to complacency and blindness to the leaveermir. The nature of deception is
stealth and is so insidious that man has no ides leing deceived. Unless there is
repentance - and soon - they will not be a pathefBody of Christ. What body will they
then be a part of?

The body of antichrist

When | asked the Lord to show me the meaning ova&lg] He led me in a study of the
word "flesh". The study involved writing out evergrse in the Bible that contained that
word. From that study came several others, dotleersame way, which showed without
guestion the reason Jesus came to this earth add\What | am writing here, today, is a
result of those studies in the presence of thetggedeacher - the Spirit of Truth. What a
glorious time it was!

| say all that to say this: Please do not taketlygiwhat you are reading here. If anyone
were to do an in-depth study under the teachingp@ioly Spirit, they would reach the
same conclusions as those presented in this article

So, what is the "body of antichrist"? To stateimh@y, the corporate body of apostate
"man of sin/flesh” makes up antichrist's body. JastChrist has His Body of faithful
believers who live and walk by the Spirit, antisirhas his body of disbelievers who
faithfully pursue the life of self and flesh whidbads to death. With the meaning of
"perdition" being Yuin or loss we can see where this is going.



In Romans chapter one, Paul told how, in spite afifg heard the truth, man in his
fleshly "wisdom" forsook God and began to worshig aerve the creature more than the
Creator. Doesn't that sound a lot like what we weay? Man exalts self and flesh,
making gods of those who tickle their ears; althe name of "worshipping God." Later
on, Paul speaks more on flesh when he tells usthieatnind of the flesh is death; but
the mind of the Spirit is life and peace. Thiand of the flesh is enmityagainst God:"
(Romans 8:6-7a)

The beast and his mark

Whenever we hear the words "mark” and "beast" ensiéime sentence, we immediately
think of Revelation 13:18:Here is wisdom. He that hath understanding let baunt the
number of the beast: for it the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred and
sixty six! Like the verse says, 666 is the number of mamege man of flesh.

There are places in both Old and New Testamentseanhan is referred to as a "beast".
One such verse reads$,said in mine heart, Ijudgment]is because of the sons of men,
that God may prove them, and that they may seettibgtthemselves are but as bedsts.
(Ecclesiastes 3:18) In Second Peter and Jude e word again, and in both cases
the context is the same. Peter was speaking détbe teachers when he saiBut these,
asnatural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil ahthgs that they
understand not; and shall utterly perish in thewrocorruption; (2 Peter 2:12) Then we
have Jude's words regarding the sarBeit these speak evil of those things which they
know not: but what they know naturally, baute beasts, in those things they corrupt
themselve$.(Jude 10)

In my old Bible of Gran's, the Greek words for "ferlpeasts" were translateck8atures
without reason. The false teachers of whom Peter and Jude spokstrengly were
irrational, like animals made to be taken and dgstl. This tells us that God does not
look kindly upon the work of false teachers. Andttlis putting it mildly. The day is
coming when they WILL perish in their own corruptiolhey have led thousands down a
path to corruption and a day of reckoning is comiftge Greek word for "corruption™ is
defined asdecay, that isfuin (spontaneousor inflicted, literally orfiguratively)."

Except for the last six verses, the whole bookuafeJforetells the folly of flesh in the
mockers who "minister,” and what the end will betfeem - the wicked creatures of flesh
that they are. God did say that judgment begindisithouse, as Peter tells ugot the
time is come that judgment must begin at the hfleseek: ‘familyJof God: and if it first
begin at us, what shall the end be of them thal ol the gospel of God71 Peter
4:17)

We can see the relationship between the body aftaigt and the "brute beasts" because
both are entrenched in flesh, having rejected batther and Son in their self-driven

endeavors. They already bear the mark of the bkastevident to the Father, but those
who follow them seem blind to what is taking plathis takes us back to Paul's letter to
the Thessalonians, where he saysd then shall be revealed the lawless one, whem th



Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of his mowhd bring to nought by the
manifestation of his coming: even he whose consiragcording to the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying wonders, andhvatl deceit of unrighteousness for
them that are perishing; because thegeived not the love of the truth, that they might
be saved. And for this cau§€®d sendeth them a working of error, that they should
believe a lie: that they all might be judged who believed not the truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness(2 Thessalonians 2:8-12)

It is my belief that the "lawless one" of which Papeaks is the beast that emerges as the
ultimate manifestation of flesh, having given hithswer to Satan. This great leader of
all flesh will continue in his opposition of Meskjauntil Jesus comes with the flaming
fire of His jealousy to forever destrofrL ESH!

The destruction of flesh was prophesied in Ezelimll Revelation. When John was
shown Jesus coming as King of Kings and Lord ofdsphe sawdn angel standing in
the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, sayiagll the birds that fly in mid heaven,
come and be gathered together unto the great supper of God; that ye mayeat the flesh

of kings, and theflesh of captains, and theflesh of mighty men, and theflesh of horses,
and of them that sit thereon, and fihesh of all men, both free and bond, and small and
great! (Revelation 19:17-18) This is the same messagkiElzhad prophesied, when he
said, 'And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord G8ukak unto the birds of every sort,
and toevery beast of the field,Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on
every side to my sacrifice that | do sacrifice for you, even a great sacrifice upon the
mountains of Israel, that ye may eat flesh, andldblood. Ye shall eat the flesh of the
mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of thettg of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of
bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. Aymishall eat fat till ye be full, and drink
blood till ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which | have sacrificed for you. Andye shall

be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty men, andhait men of war,
saith the Lord God.(Ezekiel 39:17-20)

God's ultimate revenge came in the form of a maglgacrifice of flesh, made for the
scavengers of the air and field that feast on fléiw look at what follows: And | saw
the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armieshgeg¢d together to make war
against him that sat upon the horse, and againstahmy. And théeast was taken, and
with him thefalse prophet that wrought the signs in his sight, wherewith deeeived
them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image: they
twain werecast alive into the lake of fire that burneth with brimstone. And the rest were
killed with the sword of him that sat upon the lemsven the sword which came forth out
of his mouth: anall the birds were filled with their flesh.” (Revelation 19:19-21)

The seal of God
Just as the apostate creatures of flesh bear thke ofahe one to whom they have
unwittingly pledged allegiance, God has put His aeal on those faithful believers who

make up the Body of Christ. In Revelation 9:4, thesrds of John's are recordednd
it was said unto them that they should not hurtghess of the earth, neither any green
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thing, neither any tree; but only such men as hawoé the seal of God on their
foreheads."

The word "seal" is translated from the Greek wotdolv meansd signet (as fencing in
or protecting from misappropriation); by implication the stamp impressed (as a mark of
privacy, or genuineness), literally or figurativelyMisappropriation” is the taking for
oneself to use exclusively for ill.

In Revelation 3:10, in his letter to the church Ritiladelphia, | believe Jesus was
speaking of "protectiofrom misappropriatioh when He said, Because thou didst keep
the word of my patience, | also will keep thee ftbmhour of trial, that hour which is to
come upon the whole world, to try them that dwpbtruthe earti. Those who faithfully
walk in the Love of God are obeying His one comnmaedt. They are the only ones of
whom Jesus has nothing but good to say. They haveséd4l in their foreheads and no
one can take their crown. Or, as Jesus said in 16Hv-29, My sheep hear my voice,
and | know them, and they follow me: and | giveouhiem eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck themaduny hand. My Father, which gave
them me, is greater than all; and no man is ablpltk them out of my Father's hahd.

Both the seal of God and the mark of the beasinattee forehead, and are representative
of the mind. This is one example of the symbolibat is especially prevalent in the book
of Revelation, as well as the book of Daniel. Reinernhow Paul said that thenind of
the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spiritiie bnd peacé.The mind of the flesh
follows after anything that is fleshly or of thee#l good" nature. This leads to eternal
death. But the mind of the Spirit follows the Sgsrivoice and can only lead to Life and
peace.

The abomination that desolates

According to the Hebrew language, the phragbomination that desolatégDaniel
11:31) could also read "the idolatrousness thapedieis.” The idolatrousness that is
inherent in those who reject Jesus and choosellawf@after the flesh has a stupefying
effect. They become like zombies, listless and raeial in their delusional, stupefied
state. This is not the only mention of "stupefying”the Bible. Another is the word
"tares,” as in Jesus' parable, which actually médamel" or "false grain,” and darnel
means "stupefied."” The false grain "darnel” is préo infestation by a fungus which
makes the seeds poisonous. We can see how the""w@frevhich Jesus spoke are
spreading their stupefying poison; just like thel&drousness that stupefies.

Like Daniel's account of those thatd' know their God shall be strong, and do explbits,
the "good seeds" in Jesus' parable of the tardscashe through in His power and
strength. (Daniel 11:31-32; Matthew 13:24-30)

We are approaching the day of the separation efand false, Spirit-filled and flesh, and

the Body of Christ from the body of antichrist. Baading up to that day, the true will
suffer persecution - not from the world, but frolne treligious fleshly body of antichrist.
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The stupefied false seeds, the sons of the evilsome by the devil himself, will rail
against the true Body of Christ with the “flattatieof which Daniel spoke in Daniel
11:34. The apostate ones will use "flattering rdemameant to persuade” (Hebrew
meaning of 'flatteries’) in a grand effort to dréack into bondage those who have
followed Jesus away from apostasy. The blindedtapmsnes believe they are on God's
side and it is their duty to "win back" the "bacé#iden ones.”

My friends, we are in for a rough "ride." To thosetrenched in flesh, the increasing
manifestation of evil spirits will have the appeara of the working of God's Spirit. But
it will be thepower and signs and lying wonddrem Satan. More than ever we will see
the controlling spirits, the religious spirits likeezebel, and every other evil spirit that
operates in the realm of religious flesh. Like Idsan my book, Flesh is the door
through which Satan walks. He planned it that waynfthe beginning.

Our only hope is to seek the Lord more than ewethat we will hear and recognize His
voice as He "keeps us from the hour of trial" tisagifting and trying those that dwell in
the earth. The trial must come in order to sepdreterue from the false. Like in the days
of the early ekklesia, purification will come thiglupersecution.

Even more important than our own protection, wél the testimony of Jesus that some
without Christ will witness because of Christ in ugirmly believe that our Lord will
work wonders on our behalf, which will make an spmiitable "statement” of HIS power,
and He will draw souls to Himself. After all, théestimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy: (Revelation 19:10b)

Also remember Jude's word¥eep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Aol some have mercy, who are in doubt:
and some save, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear;
hating even the garmesgpotted by the flesh." (Jude 21-23)

The Antichrist "Bride"

"For | am jealous over you with a godly jealousy: f@espoused you to one husband, that
I might present you as a pure virgin to Christ. Buear, lest by any means, as the
serpent beguiled Eve in his craftiness, your msiasuld be corrupted from the simplicity

and the purity that is in Christ2 Corinthians 11:2-3

The Bride of Christ is comprised of the faithfullibeers who have responded to the
Love of the Father and come to put their trust is Eon. At the same time there are the
unfaithful ones who may have at one time known HBum have become apostate. Then
there are those who believe they are His becawese"firayed the sinner's prayer" and
subsequently were told they were "born again" aghh living a "religious” life in their
own strength, according to "rules" of apostate man.
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In these days, the true Bride of Christ is beingppred for that Day when Jesus comes to
receive His Bride to Himself. But what of the amdstones who honestly believe they are
His, yet go their own way in a deluded state batig\ihey are ready to meet Him? In
reality they are opposing His every effort to drdnem to Himself. They prefer to carry
on in their fleshly existence, which is of the vebr(1 John 2:15-16) James wrot&,e"
adulteressegGreek: 'a (male) paramoutiguratively apostate], know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosvdtierefore would be a friend of the
world maketh himself an enemy of Go@ames 4:4) As 1 John 2:22 shows, they are
"antichrist" because they have rejected both FathdrSon.

In this article we are going to look at "relatioishas God intended. We will also see
what becomes of the "antichrist bride.” My praysrtiat all who read this will be
gripped, as | have been, by the reality of thehsydresented here.

In "Who Is Antichris?" we showed what the Bible tells us "antichrist" $ome Bible
translations place "the" before antichrist, whichkes it appear that there is a particular
person who will be known as "The Antichrist." Othienslations actually capitalize the
word, suggesting that it is a proper name. Thisfinan's doing and has been accepted
and passed on through tradition. In this age ok&gsy, millions have come to believe
that "Antichrist” is one single individual who rseip to rule the world. | know from
experience that the "voices" out there are so Ibatl it is easy to become caught up in
such a prominent concept. But it is another oného$e insidious things that has crept
into the Body of Christ to keep us from seeing whe true "antichrist” is. For those of
you who find that the widely published ideas "malemse,” | ask you to set it all aside
and hear the heart of the Father. It is of utmeogtartance that we keep as our focus the
central message in the Bible.

What is the central message of the Bible? The answéRelationship with God and His
Son Jesus Christ." Let us begin with the foundatliemderstanding of relationship - the
reason we were created in the first place. Thteasstandard by which we must always
"measure" everything we read in the Bible. If we &aithful in this, we are less likely to
be led astray into strange doctrines.

As soon as the last article was posted, the Logam@ouring into my spirit the things He
desired to reveal in this one. | was in awe, asbkbeight scripture after scripture to my
mind and showed how each related to the other. \& n@ad scriptures in a particular
context, and too often out of context, seeing anlgart what God has given us through
His Spirit and penned by the scribes of old. Thiel®is His whole counsel and we must
consider that with Jesus being the Alpha and theegameverything from Genesis to
Revelation IS the context of God's word to us.

Throughout the Bible we can find countless passadese symbolism is used to convey
a powerful message. And so very often, word meanarg an integral part of the "key"
to the message. It begins in Genesis and flowthallway to the end of Revelation. If we
take something literally that is intended to be bgiit we will miss the vast majority of

what God is saying. This, | believe, is where sacimarror has infiltrated the Body of
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Christ and moved the masses from the simplicity ihéound only in Him. We just don't
hear His heart!

Man was created for relationship with his Creaémd nothing has changed. The Bible is
full of "patterns” but the pattern of marriage beém man and woman is the most
important of all. It was put in place to keep usdiul of our relationship with God and
of our coming Bridegroom Jesus. But it began logg, an the Old Testament. Even at
creation God declared that man and woman would cimgether and beohe flesk'
(Genesis 2:24)

The Old Testament "husband"

Although it is not the only one translated "husBathere is one particular Hebrew word
which is quite significant. That word is "baal",cameans d master; hence husband,

or (figuratively) owner (often used with anotherunoin modifications of this latter
sense) Its meaning is derived from another Hebrew waatko spelled "baal” and
defined as: tb be master; hence (as denominative from H116®day." It is now easy
to see the relationship between it and the capédll'Baal" which is Baal, a Phoenician
deity," as the Hebrew dictionary shows. It was trandldiaal, [plural] Baalim' and is
"the same as H1167 the word for "husband."

Israel was regarded as the spouse of Jehovah, agevin Jeremiah 3:14aRéturn, O
backsliding children, saith the LORD; foram a husband [Hebrew: baal] unto you:"
With Israel being His "wife", and from the many aaats of her unfaithfulness come the
strong words of rebuke He used when He spoke tlhrddig prophets Jeremiah and
Ezekiel. He used words likewhoredom, harlot, whoring after, playing the harlot,
committingadultery and bill ofdivorcement.” Here is one example: 'thou hast gone a
whoring after the heathen, and because thou apolluted with their idols." (Ezekiel
23:30) Also, in the New Testament, the wordslultery and fornicatioh appear; often
referring to man's unfaithfulness to God througmitug to idolatry. When we see the
constant use of such strong, descriptive words aveknow assuredly that relationship
and faithfulness to Him is uppermost in God's mind.

Symbolism can be seen in word definitions, as shbane with "apostasy" and "divorce"
having the same Greek root. In the New Testambkatword divorcemerit comes from
the Greek "apostasion” (Greek #647) which megmepgerly something separative, that
is, (specifically)divorce." From this, comes the derivation of the word "dpsg." The
Greek dictionary gives the definition ageminine of the same as G647; defection from
truth (properly the state), (‘apostasy'Jhis, as we all know, is the "falling away" that
brings to the fore the corporate antichrist botlg, ‘tson of perdition”. As we said in the
last article, on of perditioh could also be translated "offspring of ruin osdd’ The
antichrist "bride" becomes even more powerful in dgposition, with increasing power
from Satan the adversary. She has no idea thath@edrought "strong delusion” so that
she would believe the lies of the enemy. (2 Thessahs 2:11)
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If we go back to 2 Thessalonians 2:3, we see howl hakes it clear that the apostate
ones embody the "man of sin." This is another drtbase symbolic passages. If we read
verses 3-12, keeping in mind this symbolism, wd sgle the horror of what Paul was
communicating. Remember too that the "man of Erd iman of flesh.”

The mystery of love

God is Love, and when we are born anew by His $giove comes to dwell in our
spirit, replacing "self" which is our spiritual adition of sinful flesh. 1 John 4:19 tells us
that '"We love because He first loved"u€hrist in us evokes love in response to His
Love, for 'the love of God is shed abrof@reek: 'bestowedih our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto .isThe fruit of the Spirit is Love...!

There was a "natural" response placed in woman whenwas taken from man's side,
next to his heart and protected under his armhénsame way that we love because God
first loved us, the woman loves in response tddkie shown by the husband. To look at
the "pattern” in our lives, the husband, as thethef the wife," has the responsibility to
love her as much as he loves himself. Women werated as tender, responsive beings;
we respond to the loving "headship" of our husbahén he, as a true godly man, lays
down his life for his wife. Does this sound ideadi8 It is Bible! Hear the words of the
Apostle Paul in Ephesians 5:22-24Nives, be in subjection unttbe disposed or
inclined toward'lyour own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the hudkarthe head of
the wife, as Christ also is the head of the chutiinghimself the saviour of the body.

But as the church is subject fts disposed or inclined towardJhrist, so let the wives
also be to their husbands in everythingh man who is fully surrendered to the
"headship" of Christ, walking in the in-dwelling ®, will have a wife who is easily
"disposed or inclined towatdim. A man whose wife cannot respond to him,astnuly
surrendered to Christ. And a Christian woman whesdoot respond to her godly
husband is in rebellion and disobedience to Godhah has no biblical right to demand
that his wife be in subjection to him when he ig o subjection to Christ. Paul's
admonition gives us a pattern for our good andllt'work" every time.

Then Paul elaborates further, detailing the respdities of the husband.Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself up for it; that

he might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the hirag of water with the word, that he
might present the church to himself a glorious chumnot having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and withblgmish. Even so ought husbands also
to love their own wives as their own bodikke that loves his own wife loves himself.
For no man ever hated his own flesh; bourishes and cherishes it, even as Christ also
the church: becausse are members of hisbody." (Ephesians 5:25-30) How often do we
hear more emphasis on the wife's submission tohieband than on the husband's
submission to God? When done in the right ordénvéll be as it should. The wife will
have no problem following the lead of her godly barsd: she will know without
guestion that she is loved and cherished. How cdimfpit is for a woman whose
husband is a lover of God and in whom the fruithef Spirit is evident!
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Next, we have Paul repeating the message from @eBe%!. 'For this cause shall a
man leave his father and mother, and shall cleaveis wife, and the twain shall become
one flest' The spiritual aspect of this pattern in Pawdaching is seen in the next verse:
"Thismystery is great: but | speak in regard of Christ and of the church.” And he ends
with, "Nevertheless do ye also severally love each onewrswife even as himself; and
let the wife see that she fd@reek: 'be in awe offier husband (Ephesians 5:31-33) Is
there any woman who could not be in awe of her map is sold out to Jesus and
leading his home in a life of faith in Him? This wd not be the awe of a fleshly
husband, but a quiet, peaceful sense of reveremdef loving "head" who cherishes her
above himself.

What glorious "oneness" the Creator ordained forWWikat a loving God to reveal His
Love in such a practical way. First of all, to beetl out in this life and then for eternity
with Jesus whose heart-cry was that we would be ionklim. But what dreadful
devastation man has brought upon himself, in refusp submit to this One who gave
His life for His body of believers. Apostate marshiasorted to "self", having fallen away
from Truth.

Paul spoke to Timothy about such a thing when k& $&his know also, that in the last
days perilous times shall come. For men shalldwers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to payemthankful, unholy, without natural
affection [Greek: 'hard hearted towards kindredtfucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that aredydraitors, heady, highmindethvers

of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn awdy(2 Timothy 3:1-5) We see that the "perilous t&hare
comprised of man's entrenchment in flesh as "loeérself.” The other "attributes" are
also flesh-based and very much opposite the fiuihe Spirit. The lovers of self have a
"form of godliness" and fully believe they are "@Gians" but the evidence in their lives
is anything but godliness: they have no power beedle Spirit does not in-dwell them.
Their "god" is not the God of the Bible, the Oneomtreated them for Himself. They
believe they are the Bride of Christ but what "redsfbaal] have they given themselves
over to?

The antichrist spirit lures his "bride" through thest of the flesh. This spirit has so
permeated the apostate church that they fall feryeWeshly "sign and wonder" that
comes along. Many "ministers" have been taken ithbyantichrist lies to the degree that
they stoop to unbelievable depths of degradatidtenobeing exposed publicly and
bringing shame on the Name of Christ. Peter hadtthsay about the false ministers who
have turned away from the Trutt=dr when they speak great swelling words of vanity,
they allure through théusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were
clean escaped from them who live in error. Whileyttpromise them liberty, they
themselves are the servants of corruption: for lebrv a man is overcome, of the same is
he brought in bondagé (2 Peter 2:18-19) This speaks not only of mdveéntonness”
but allegiance to the antichrist spirit of errortire promotion of "prosperity" and other
"gospels”. They may think they are following Godecdiving those to whom they
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"minister," but the end result is far worse thanhiéy merely had "slipped up." In their
own deceived state they are fully convinced theyar God's side.

The character traits found in the above passagm fBo Timothy are thoroughly
"antichrist.” He is leaving his mark on all thosaawhave been deceived by Satan's lies.
The great tragedy is that the antichrist bride $esself as the Bride of Christ and feels
she is leading others to Him. But she has commitddlitery against Jesus and is
unwittingly now a "whore", enticing many AWAY frotdim.

The great whore

The Bride of Christ is also known as the "Holy Cgrusalem" but what "city" is the
antichrist bride? Revelation 17:4-5 holds the amsviénd the woman was arrayed in
purple and scarlet, and decked with gold and presistone and pearls, having in her
hand a golden cup full of abominations, even thelaan things of her fornication
[Greek: 'harlotry'/figuratively ‘idolatry’]:and upon her forehead a name written,
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF THE HARBLAND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH

Very often peoples in the Bible have been refet@ds "cities" and the 17th verse
verifies that the great whore Babylon is made uthodngs of people from many nations
and tongues. According to Strong's Greek dictiondgbylon” is a type of tyranny A
synonym of "tyranny" is dppressiott’ The oppressive rule of the great whore who
assumes she is the prepared "Bride of Christ,"spasad around the world. Her attitude
is described in Revelation 18:7H8w much soever shglorified herself, and waxed
wanton...forshe said in her heart, | sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall in neew
see mourning This fleshly antichrist "bride" sees herself Vved and ready for the
rapture” and does not expect to see the "mourrohgtibulation. But as verse 24 says,
she is guilty of the blood of all those faithfulesnwho have died for the sake of the truth
(that she did not love) Ahd in her was found the blood of prophets, ansaafits, and of
all that have been slain upon the eatth

Immediately preceding that last verse, these wate heard: And the voice of harpers,
and minstrels, and fluteplayers, and trumpetersylidhe heard no more at all in thee;
and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft, shall benébany more at all in thee; and the
voice of a millstone shall be heard no more atimlthee; and the light of a lamp shall
shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of bhedegroom and of the bride shall be
heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchaj@seek: '(wholesale) tradesmewgre the
princes[Greek: 'grandees/important persortd’fthe earth; for with thy sorcerjGreek:
'‘poison/spell-giving potionvere all the nations deceivg¢@reek: 'caused to roam from
safety, truth, or virtue'].” (Revelation 18:22-23)

No longer will their music of "worship to God" bedrd, nor will there be anything left

of this life as they have known it - everything Maé a thing of the past. These ones who
have promoted the apostate gospel and fleshiytyltedrave been received around the
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world, enticing others to want the same. Their powis, spell-binding and stupefying
"sorcery" has caused many nations of people to foam truth, and thus, salvation.

John then indicates what follows, using the worier these things," as found in the
very next verse which is the beginning of the reeeth chapter. He speaks of God's
judgment of the great whore and of the soundsus worship around the throne. Then
he hears these wordd4:€t us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us the glory to
[God]: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and hisewiith made herself ready
(Revelation 19:7)

Later on, in that same (19th) chapter, can be foandraphic description of the
destruction of flesh in God's mocking sacrificale scavengers of the air.

Some final thoughts

We have all been a part of the apostate systeminWégited it! But God is calling us to
come out of her so as not to be partakers of Hantty. "For her sins have reached even
unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquiffléeeek: ‘'wrong done’]."
(Revelation 18:4-5) May God give us a heart of casgion and be ready to snatch some
"out of the fire; hating even the garment spottedhsy fleski' (Jude 23) Let us never
stoop to judging anyone. Judgment will come soayugh - for all of us. We have plenty
to keep us busy, working out ounwn salvation with fear and tremblirig(Philippians
2:12)

This has been a very difficult article to write.idt not a pleasant task to describe the
apostate "church" as God sees her. After the féistea some folks emailed to point out
that there is an "Antichrist" who will be an indiwvial. And with all the grand perceptions
being put forth over the past decades, it is eadetswayed in that direction. But when it
came right down to it, | needed to follow the Leri#ading and write as He said | should.

There are some who say that America is Babylongtieat. When | read the book of
Revelation, | too had that thought but the thirgt ik "American” (including Canada too)
is that this continent is the seat of error whegaines to the gospel. From here, our
"great tradesmen” have sold a stupefying anemispegld around the world - some
making a lot of money in the process. It is thestége PEOPLE who have twisted the
Word - not the country. It is PEOPLE who were ceddor God. It is PEOPLE for whom
Christ died. It is PEOPLE who fell away from Truthis PEOPLE who make up Jesus'
Bride. It is PEOPLE who make up the false, antathibride. And it is PEOPLE whom
God will judge. If I am wrong in the interpretatigmesented here, may | be found guilty
only of pointing PEOPLE to Jesus Christ our Savigtand answerable to Him.
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The Antichrist Shepherd

This is the age of apostasy! We live in a day whleception is all around us and
increasing at an alarming rate. As has been sadiqusly, the nature of deception is
"stealth" and is not easily discernable. In whatammonly called "the Church" there is
no area left un-touched--deception is everywheawjny turned countless souls away
from single-minded devotion to Jesus. This statérapeaks volumesThe false church
has enough truth to deceive the faithful and enoligh to damn its followers.
(Unknown)

The faithful church-goers see the "falling away dstpsy)" to be the "forsaking of
gathering together." (Hebrews 10:25). They thindt tthose who have chosen to follow
Jesus, rather than some man, are the defectorstherfaith. We must get right to the
core of the issue to see what, in reality, hassppard. Like the true Gospel, it is simple
but man has complicated it by attempting to undeikit with a mind of flesh.

There is that word again! FLESH!! As | wrote @alling Forth The Remnanevery
problem within the "Church" has as its source thva thing called "flesh." Flesh is the
reason Jesus had to die, but that basic truth é&as mmisconstrued in the mind of fleshly
man. That is error at its worst!

"For many deceivers are gone forth into the worlderehey that confess not that Jesus
Christ cometh in theflesh. Thisisthe deceiver and the antichrist." (2 John 7)

In recent years we have seen increased interesthat some refer to as "end time
prophecy."” The question as to who will be "the Ahtist" is uppermost in the minds of
many. Numerous names have been attached to thiemoys one who is to come and
rule the world in a reign of terror. Tradition hiaghat this "one" will be "the Antichrist,”
but it is another one of those things embraced rfegtares of flesh who are so easily
swayed by what they hear. Such tradition has besmdd down from generation to
generation and accepted without question. But wetnalways go back to the only
references todntichrist” which are found in 1 and 2 John, and ask Gopligt3o open
our eyes to the truth.

The articles YWho is Antichristand '"The Antichrist Bridé cover some areas of what the
Bible tells us. But there is so much more. As guaal there are "antichrists” in the world,
resulting in an "antichrist bride," there are dlaatichrist shepherds." With the meaning
of the word "antichrist" being "opponent of Messialve begin to realize that countless
"shepherds" (pastors) among us today are opposiessish. These shepherds may be
found not only in the institutional church, buttive out-of-church community as well.

Now let's look at what the Bible says about shegidpastors).
Jesus makes a strong statement about the "shephatddpposes Him, when He says,

"He that is not with me is against me; and he thathgrs[Greek: 'leads togethermjot
with me scatter$.(Matthew 12:30)
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The issue of flocks beingstatteredd was addressed by the prophets of old. Here i¢ wha
Jeremiah said:For the pastors are become brutish, amale not sought the LORD:
therefore they shall not prospfiiebrew: 'be circumspect/vigilantgnd all their flocks
shall be scattered.” (Jeremiah 10:21) Later on, Jeremiah also prdptesWoe to the
pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of mjupal says the LORD. Therefore thus
says the LORD God of Israel against the pastorsfésed my people; You hasettered

my flock, and driven them away, and have not dgtiebrew: 'cared for'them: behold,

I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, sdlig LORD: (Jeremiah 23:1-2)

There is a price to be paid for scattering the iptescsheep of our Lord's fold! What
makes a shepherd an opposer of Messiah? Was hé&@ydoorn anew, having received
the new heredity that comes when Christ [Messiahjes to dwell in man's spirit?

The disciple

According to the Greek dictionary, a "disciple"das"learner” or "pupil.” If there is a
pupil, there is also a teacher. What are the desipf an antichrist shepherd learning?
And where is this counterfeit shepherd leading™bBieeep? What authority does he have
to usurp this place reserved for God's true shejsfter

To be a leader, a person must first learn to falléwd Jesus gave good counsel in that
area. He said [f'any man come to me, and hate not his father,raather, and wife, and
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and s d¢ife also, he cannot be my disciple.
And whosoever does not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.”
(Luke 14:26-27) Complete devotion to Jesus Chmshes solely through death to the
self-life. Oswald Chambers gave his students sorellent advice, when he sailléver
consider whether you are of use; but ever condia&r you are not your own but Hidf
anyone attempts to accomplish anything "for Gods futile if it is based in flesh and the
knowledge of good and evil.

Oswald Chambers also sai@®éware of counterfeiting the love of God by worlahgng
the line of natural human sympathy, because th#itemd in blaspheming the love of
God! Those are strong words, but if we look at a cosaton Jesus had with Peter we
will see the vital relationship between "love" dtsthepherding.” Jesus appeared to His
disciples a third time after His resurrection asleal Peter if he loved Him more than did
the others. Jesus did not address Him as "Peteichws the name He had given him
when they first met; He called him "Simon, son ohds." Here is Peter's response to
Jesus: Yes, Lord; you know that | loy&reek: 'have affection forijjou. He said to him,
Feed my lambs. He said to him again the second imeon, son of Jonas, do you love
[Greek: 'love'lIme? He said to him, Yes, Lord; you know that | [dvave affection for']
you. He said to him, Terjds a shepherdhy sheep. He said to him the third time, Simon,
son of Jonas, do you loybave affection forme? Peter was grievd@reek: 'saddened’]
because he said to him the third time, Do you lo&® And he said to him, Lord, you
know all things; you know that I lo\J#nave affection foryou. Jesus said to him, Feed
my sheep:(John 21:14-17)
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Peter was pretty good at making promises to Jesussially from his "natural human
sympathy." Look at this next passage where Jessjgeigking to His disciples after Judas
had betrayed Him:A hew commandment | give unto you, That you loeeaoother; as |
have loved you, that you also love one anotherthByshall all men know that you are
my disciples, if you have love one to another. 8ifeter said to him, Lord, where are
you going? Jesus answered him, Where it is | amgggiou cannot follow me now; but
you shall follow me afterwards. Peter said to hirard, why cannot | follow you now? |
will lay down my life for your sake. Jesus answdrid, Will you lay down your life for
my sake? Truly, truly, | say to you, The cock shatlcrow, till you have denied me three
times” (John 13:34-38)

Now let's go back to the passage from John 21.r Atsus' repeated questions to Peter
about loving Him and feeding and shepherding treeeghHe came back to the question
of Peter following Him. Most assuredly | say to you, when you were younger,used

to dress yourself and used to walk where you wishatiwhen you are old, you will
stretch out your hands, and another will dress god will carry you where you do not
wish. But this He said, signifying by what death he [Peter] would glorify God. And
when He had spoken this, He said to hirgllow Me." (John 21:18-19 EMTV) That
was Jesus' way of saying that Peter would follown Hhy way of the cross. This time
Peter would deny himself rather than denying Jessidie had previously. He would be
filled with the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecastd be the first to preach the message
of the Cross and see souls come to Jesus. Andtan's’érst epistle, he said=br you
were like sheep going astray, but you have turnadkbnow to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your soul¢§l Peter 2:25 EMTV) Do you think that maybe Pdieally got

the message?

The good Shepherd

Here we have Jesus' own wordsahm the good shepherd: the good shepherd gives his
life for the sheep. But he that is a hirelifigreek: 'wage earnergnd not the shepherd,
whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coantgleaves the sheep, and flees: and
the wolf catchegGreek #726]them, and scatters the sheep. Tivage earnerflees,
because he is pvage earnerjand cares not for the sheep. | am the good shelplaed
know my sheep, and am known of niij@hn 10:11-14) The Greek word fardtche$

is also used a9luck' in this next verse:Ny sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and
they follow me: and | give unto them eternal liéed they shall never perish, neither
shall any man plucfGreek #726fhem out of my hantl(John 10:27-28)

If a shepherd is following the true Shepherd, hiéhave been born anew by God's Spirit
and Love will be dwelling in him. This follower dhe true Shepherd will, from the

"store" of Love "feed" and "tend" the sheep as Jesus had chalieRgter to do. If a

shepherd fits the description as found in Jerenf@hhas no Love and cares only for
himself.

Jesus, the great example, has a true shepherdtsahdaHis sheep are precious to Him.
We see this in Mark's record of Jesus' life andgibspel. And Jesus, when he came out,
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saw much people, and was moved with compassiorrdafveam, because they were as
sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to tésech many things(Mark 6:34) As |
said in my book, The true fold is the Shepherd's fold. Jesus idrtreeShepherd, but He
became a Lamb and gave His life so that His folghtibe full. The names of those in His
fold can be found in the Lamb's Book of Life.

The self-centered shepherd

Countless "shepherds" all around us see "theircttiwas the "only place to be" and those
of "their flock” must live according to the dictatef the counterfeit shepherds. If they
fail to "measure up" to the standards set up byatitechrist shepherd, they will become
outcasts who are shunned by the "faithful" follosvef that same "shepherd." What of
the antichrist shepherds who fail to follow theeti®hepherd by way of the Cross? A. W.
Tozer had this to sayA'clergyman is a man - and often he has a protié kingdom of
his own, a kingdom of position and often of pricdee aometimes with power. Clergymen
must wrestle with the spiritual implications of tbeucified life just like everyone else,
and to be thoroughgoing men of God and spirituanegles to the flock of God, they
must die daily to the allurements of their ownditkingdoms of position and prestige.
(Who Put Jesus on the CrodsPA.W. Tozer)

A quote from another of Tozer's books shows uspitarity of too many in this day.
What would Tozer say of the present-day state ef'thurch” if he penned these words
decades ago?The crowds-at-any-price mania has taken a firm goip American
Christianity and is the motivating power back oklaockingly high percentage of all
religious activity. Men and churches compete far #ttention of the paying multitudes
who are brought in by means of any currently popgladget or gimmick ostensibly to
have their souls saved, but, if the truth were,toften for reasons not so praiseworthy as
this..."(The Size of the Soby A. W. Tozer)

Many people today are looking for a great revivat Wwhat we have is a "revival" of
religious flesh. My friend Helen wrote to me in amail, 'We Canadians love our
comfort and we love to pamper the flesh, we adiprwe flaunt it, we covet the place of
showing it off; we constantly vie for attentiondaimfortunately when our lives should be
hid with Christ in God, we hide Christ in us anawahoff self:

God's warning to the antichrist shepherd

God does not mince words when it comes to gamergaly counterfeit shepherds.
Ezekiel prophesied of such with these forceful sofénd the word of the LORD came
unto me, saying, Son of man, prophesy againsti#gherds of Israel, prophesy, and say
unto them, Thus says the Lord GOD unto the sheph®de to the shepherds of Israel
that dofeed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks? Yothedtat, and
clothe yourselves with the wool, you kill them that are fed: but you feed not the flock.
The diseased you have not strengthened, neithex yaw healed the sick, neither have
you bound up the broken, neither have you broughirathose that were driven away,
neither have you sought those that were lost; but with force and with cruelty have you
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ruled them. Andthey were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became
meat to all the beasts of the field, when they seattered. (Ezekiel 34:1-5)

But God has given us JesudFollowing the above warning, Ezekiel speaks thampse
from the LORD God: I'will seek those that were lost, and bring agdinge that were
driven away, and will bind up the broken, and wtllengthen the sickand he followed
that with this: but | will destroy the fafHebrew: 'rich'land the strongHebrew: 'hard’]]
will feed[Hebrew: also 'shepherdfjem with judgmertt (Ezekiel 34:16)

One day very soon, untold horror will suddenly dawpon the hearts of those antichrist
disciples who have followed the antichrist shepbem@l the while looking for "the
Antichrist" whose mark they fear taking. In realithey already bear the mark of the
antichrist spirit--they have been deceived, and bl defenseless as the final scheme of
things unfolds. The ultimate manifestation of coeas of flesh, the Beast of Revelation,
will have them for his own. He will ruthlessly deawoand destroy them--just as the
antichrist shepherds have devoured and scatteeeshtbep of their "own folds."

Psalm 37 gives great comfort and is something &p Keefore our eyes as a reminder of
the place to which we must run - that "place" igha Lord, the Great Shepherd. David
the Psalmist knew the Lord as his Shepherd. (P28)m

"A Psalm of David. Fret not yourself because ofdedls, neither be envious against
them that work unrighteousness. For they shall sbercut down like the grass, and
wither as the green herfIrust in the LORD, and do good; so shall you dwell in the
land, and verily you shall be feBelight yourself also in the LORD; and he shall give
you the desires of your hea@ommit your way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and
he shall bring it to pass. And he shall make yaghteousness to go forth as the light,
and your judgment as the noond&est in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret
not yourself because of him who prospers in his, agause of the man who brings
wicked devices to pass. Cease from anger, andKeramath: fret not yourself, it tends
only to evil-doingFor evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD,
they shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and the wicked shall n@: tyou shall
diligently consider his place, and he shall not Bet the meek shall inherit the earth;
and shall delight themselves in the abundance at@&he wicked plots against the
just, and gnashes upon him with his te@the Lord shall laugh at him: for he sees that
his day is coming. The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have themt bow, to
cast down the poor and needy, to slay such as beeimvay: their sword shall enter into
their own heart, and their bows shall be brokentt&es little that the righteous has than
the abundance of many wickdeor the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the
LORD upholds the righteous. The LORD knows the days of the upright: and their
inheritance shall be for ever. They shall not bbaased in the time of evil: and in the
days of famine they shall be satisfied. But th&k@dcshall perish, and the enemies of the
LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall comsuin smoke shall they consume
away. The wicked borrows, and pays not again: batrighteous deals graciously, and
gives. For such as are blessed of him shall infteetearth; and they that are cursed of
him shall be cut off. A man's goings are establisbethe LORD; and he delights in his
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way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly casivd: for the LORD upholds him with
his hand. | have been young, and now am old; ye¢ haot seen the righteous forsaken,
nor his seed begging their bread. All the day |begdeals graciously, and lends; and his
seed is blessed. Depart from evil, and do good; dndll for evermore. For the LORD
loves justicegfHebrew: ‘including a particular right, or privileg, and forsakes not his
saints; they are preserved for ever: but the sekthe wicked shall be cut off. The
righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therdar ever. The mouth of the righteous
talks of wisdom, and his tongue speaks judgritéeibrew: ‘justice’].The law of his God

is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. Wieked watches the righteous, and seeks
to slay him. The LORD will not leave him in his damor condemn him when he is
judged. Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, andghiadi exalt you to inherit the land:
when the wicked are cut off, you shall see it.\lehaeen the wicked in great power, and
spreading himself like a green tree in its natied. But one passed by, and, he was not:
yea, | sought him, but he could not be found. MKk perfect man, and behold the
upright: for the latter end of that man is peace. far the transgressors, they shall be
destroyed together: the latter end of the wickealldbe cut off.But the salvation of the
righteous is of the LORD: heistheir strong hold in the time of trouble. And the LORD
helps them, and rescues them: he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them,
because they have taken refugein him."

The Antichrist Prophet

The feverish search by many to learn the identftytioe Antichrist" has produced a
plethora of ideas--all spoken with an air of auityorn this time of financial turbulence
and political mayhem there have emerged "prophetgjlve their spin on what is about
to occur. Of course, they all attempt to prognegécusing Bible passages to validate
their words. We hear them on television, read tiremagazines, on the Internet and on
mailing lists sent to subscribers, many of whomehidehing ears.

People today have a lust for "prophetic words"elb them what is coming. With ears
wide open, they are ready to receive anything ithapoken as a "thus saith the Lord"
prophetic word. There seems to be little discernment as betker theprophecyis
inspired by the Spirit of God, or simply the wofsa popular "prophet.”

Who are the true prophets and who are the false@ igvthe "antichrist prophet?" What
does the Bible say?

Prophets, prophets everywhere!

In the Bible we learn that prophets were God's impiete. He has always had those who
conveyed His message to the people. God's prophmatst always called the hearers to
repentance, using impassioned pleas for them toftam destructive paths and actions
for the sake of their eternal souls. We also findherous accounts of false prophets who
misled and deceived God's people. And to this dayave both true and false prophets.
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In the New Testament, there is reference to Gawphets. The Apostle Paul spoke of
the various functions--gifts provided by our Lo His body. And He gave some as
apostles, and some gsophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and
teachers, for the perfecting of the saints for waek of ministry, for the building up of
the body of Christ!".(Eph 4:11-12 EMTV)

May | add here that there is no such thing as #icéd of any of the above functions. As
we covered in the word study on "minister" we fodinel misused word "office,” courtesy
of the King James translators.

Both the Hebrew (O.T.) and Greek (N.T.) wordsdoophethave the same definition: "a
prophetor (generallyjnspiredman” [Hebrew]. "...doreteller ("prophet"); by analogy an
inspired speakér[Greek].

The question would be, "where does ith&pirationcome from?"

If God is the Source, His Spirit gives the inspoatand the prophet is true--his words
will come to pass. If the source is the evil, flgsttore of "self"--rooted in the knowledge
of good and evil--the prophet is false and his wowdll not come to pass. He is an
"antichrist" prophet, opposing Messiah who camdrée us from sinful "self." Those

may seem like strong words, but we are accountab{&od for everything we do in the

name of Holy Spirit "inspiration.”

It is very common these days to find those who tbeinselves "prophets,” or are seen by
others as "prophets.” There is a difference betvegenwho is given a word of prophecy
to utter in a group setting, or on a personal lemetl one who is a prophet. Merely giving
a prophetic word does not make one a prophet. Whadre focusing on in this article is
the "prophet"--both true and false.

False prophets have been around for millenniahénfirst five verses of Deuteronomy

13, we learn how a false prophet "arises from antbageople" and causes them to turn
away from the Lord. The prophet's signs and wonderged only to turn people to other

gods.

Do we have "false prophets" today who cause Goelyplp to begin following them,
rather than point the hearers to Jesus? How manyhare who publicly proclaim they
are prophets and "wear" the title as though it wetbadge of authority?" Do they not
know the life and calling of a true prophet? Hakeytever been alone with God in the
secret place, agonizing over the souls of men amuen before going out and speaking
the words God has given them? The calling of Gobet@ true prophet is not a thing to
be trifled with.

Unlike the prophets who "arise up from among thepte" there is Another who was
prophesied in Deuteronomy 18:18-19will raise them up a Prophet from among their
brethren, like unto thee, and | will put my wordshis mouth; and he shall speak unto
them all that | shall command him. And it shall eotn pass, thatvhosoever will not
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hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, | will require it of him."
There is no need for further emphasis--the boltisays it all.

Why is it that man prefers to follow after "propsietather than hear the words spoken by
the greatest Prophet of all? Jesus did not mincesvdie addressed the Pharisees of His
day with great vehemence over their legalistic de&dhile they neglected love, mercy
and obedience to the words He spoke. His words dviand no less true for the
"Pharisees" of today.

Where are the prophets?

God still has His true prophets. The only thingwhere are they? and why are they not
recognized and received by those who profess fmakieof the "body of Christ?"

The Bible gives us many examples of true prophisemiah, for one, was told this:
"Before | formed you in the belly | knew you; antbbeyou came forth out of the womb
| sanctified you, and | ordained you a prophet uttte nations. (Jeremiah 1:5) This
young prophet was concerned about the call onifeisihd this is the response he heard
from the Lord: See, | have this day set you over the nations &ed the kingdoms, to
root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, andhoow down, to build, and to plaft.
(Jeremiah 1:10) Read Jeremiah and learn of thegtwords the Lord God had him
speak to the nations.

Unlike the prophets of old, today's "prophets” likespeak comforting, encouraging or
ear-tickling words so they can be popular and legeod following. Look at Jeremiah's
Spirit-inspired words to such as already existedhigitime: 'Behold, | am against the
prophets, saith the LORD, that use their tongues, say, He saith. Behold, | am against
them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD,dantell them, and cause my people
to err by their lies, and by their lightness; yesént them not, nor commanded them:
therefore they shall not profit this people at aljth the LORD.(Jeremiah 23:31-32)

When eternal souls are at stake, God's true prepetak His words--at risk of being
shunned and even persecuted. They care nothinthhdanselves but to heed the call of
God Whom they serve in whole-hearted surrenderisontll. And for the souls of men,
they will be willing to suffer like Jeremiah, as wead about here:My lord the king,
these men have done evil in all that they have dorderemiah the prophet, whom they
have cast into the dungeon; and he is like to diehtinger in the place where he i5...
(Jeremiah 38:9)

Picture of a prophet
I would like to quote here from Leonard RavenhMisture of a Prophet

“The group, challenged by the prophet because #&meysmug and comfortably
insulated from a perishing world in their warm butested theology, is not likely
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to vote him "Man of the year" when he refers tonthas habituates of the
synagogue of Satan!

“The prophet comes to set up that which is upse&.wbrk is to call into line
those who are out of line! He is unpopular becduseopposes the popular in
morality and spirituality. In a day of facelessipolans and voiceless preachers,
there is not a more urgent national need thanwatry to God for a prophet!

The function of the prophet, as Austin-Sparks osaid, has almost always been
that of recovery.

“The prophet is God's detective seeking for a tosasure. The degree of his
effectiveness is determined by his measure of umpapy. Compromise is not
known to him.

He has no price tags.
He is totally "otherworldly."
He is unquestionably controversial and unpardonhbstile.
He marches to another drummer!
He breathes the rarefied air of inspiration
He is a "seer" who comes to lead the blind.

He lives in the heights of God and comes into thiéey with a "thus saith the Lord."
He shares some of the foreknowledge of God and aware of impending judgment.
He lives in "splendid isolation."”

He is forthright and outright, but he claims nalwirght.

His message is "repent, be reconciled to God er.€ls

His prophecies are parried.

His truth brings torment, but his voice is neveidvo
He is the villain of today and the hero of tomorrow

He is excommunicated while alive and exalted wheswldl

He is dishonored with epithets when breathing ammbhed with epitaphs when dead.
He is a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, but'feake the grade” in his class.
He is friendless while living and famous when dead.
He is against the establishment in ministry; thenshestablished as a saint by posterity.
He eats daily the bread of affliction while he rsters, but he feeds the Bread of Life to
those who listen.
He walks before men for days but has walked beBwé for years.
He is a scourge to the nation before he is scousgdbe nation.
He announces, pronounces, and denounces!
He has a heart like a volcano and his words afeeas
He talks to men about God.
He carries the lamp of truth amongst heretics windlés lampooned by men.
He faces God before he faces men, but he is delfirf.
He hides with God in the secret place, but he lo#isimg to hide in the marketplace.

He is naturally sensitive but supernaturally spait
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He has passion, purpose and pugnacity.
He is ordained of God but disdained by men.”

How do the "prophets” we now see in abundance coenpith such a description?

Shame on us for giving ear to the empty words dfdip prophets” who fail to call us to
repentance! Are we so full of self that we are mglto settle for their promised (false
sense of) peace, believing we are "right" with Géd@ we that deceived that we may
fail to examine our hearts before a Holy God?

Spirit of prophecy

Read this verse from the last book of the Bibknd I fell before his feet to worship him.
But he said to me, 'See that you do not! | am yellmw servant, and of your brothers
who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship Godthtestimony of Jesusisthe spirit of
prophecy.™ (Revelation 19:10 EMTV)

The Greek word fotestimonyis defined as "evidence given." This tells us ttrae
prophecy points to Jesus--there is "evidence" lt&is in it. Let's rephrase that part of
the verse. "The evidence given of Jesus is thé spiprophecy.”

When it comes down to the last days upon this eavilh we have the "testimony of
Jesus?" Or, will we still be looking for the latdsbm the multitude of "antichrist
prophets?"

He who testifies these things says, " Surely | come quickly." Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus. (Revelation 22:20)

The Antichrist Christian

The title of this article is unusual, | know. Somay see it as an oxymoron. But it is the
one the Lord led me to use. Is there such a pexsamantichrist Christiar? Yes! Bear
with me and it will become evident. Every individweho considers him/herself to be a
Christianis encouraged to read every word with an open ramdl with ears attuned to
the voice of the Holy Spirit, so that we might rneecthe message the Lord would have us
hear.

First of all, let us look at the word "antichrisiThe Greek definition for the word is
"opponent of Messiah." And that is the basis fas thhole message. We must forget the
traditional understanding of "Antichrist" as beisgme future tyrant who will declare
himself as "God," seating himself in a temple blojitman. The Bible does not tell us that
the "son of perdition,” the "beast” of Revelatighe "abomination of desolation” of
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which Daniel prophesied, or any other referenceshtare is one and the same as "the
Antichrist" we hear about--not only in tlesurchbut also irthe world.We dare not think
for one minute that the enemy of our souls, the aailked Satan is not rejoicing at our
naive acceptance of such doctrine. He knows thé &hout whoantichrist is, and is
delighted that we have been blinded to the trutid e can be assured; that very truth is
something regarding which we must seek revelatiom fthe Holy Spirit.

It is probable that very few would deny that weelin fearful times. The breakneck speed
of the decline we have been witnessing has garneedttention of nations around the
world. But what is this realization doing in thends of the peoples of the earth? Is there
an awakening to the fact that we cannot remain @samg--without hope in this topsy-
turvy world? Is there even a glimmer of realizatibiat Someone is waiting for us to
acknowledge Him, so that if our lives come crashdogin around us we have a steadfast
hope that is firmly centered in Christ Jesus whiage has become our Life? Is there a
safe haven? Yes, but what is the cost?

Before we get to the essence of the message ragatdiantichrist Christian let's look
at how the enemy’'s plan was put in place thousahgsars ago.

Lucifer

The Hebrew wordcheylel means "(in the sense bfightnes$; the morning star' The
King James Bible translators used "Lucifer" in slation of heyle| in Isaiah 14, to
describe the beautiful creature that once held camprent place among all the other
heavenly angels. That was, until pride and selftattan caused him to say in his hedrt "
will ascend into heavehwill exalt my throne above the stars of God; amdll sit upon
the mount of congregation, in the uttermost paftshe north:I will ascend above the
heights of the cloudd; will be like the Most High (Isaiah 14:13-14 RV) As the 12th
verse tells us, he hddllen from heaverand beercut down to the grounbecause he
layed low[weakened}he nationsBecause of the declarations he had mades heart,

he wouldbe brought down to hell, to the uttermost partthefpit.

Notice how Satan did not speak aloud his intefitetcome likehe most HighHe simply
"said in his heart' what his desire was. Our omnipresent God knovendfe thoughts
of our hearts; just as He did Satan's thoughts.

As we know, Satan, having beent down to the groun@ppeared in the form of a
serpent in the Garden of Eden. He was now hell-barmevenge against God, and used
his deceptive powers to seduce Eve (and ultimakelym) into eating from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. Satan had failedsatg to the heights he so desired.
And now was his opportunity to cause man to becasn@od, knowing good and evil

Man's aspiration to bas Godresulted in his being expelled from the Garden #ued
presence of his Creator. As the Lord God had saahdied His spiritual life had been
lost; self became enthroned, and with his knowledge of gomtlevil man would live a
life of self-exaltation, in opposition to the Gad whose image he had been created. As
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David said in Psalm 68:4, ". . . his name is JAHE"is theSelf-existent Oneas we see in
the meaning of the Namlah For man to exalt his owselfin any way is to oppose the
only trueSelf-existent One

In the beginning, during man’'s time in the GardéiEden, there was only the Creator
and His creation, man, with whom He had perfectroomion. In the end, when time is
no more, there will be only Jesus, the Re-Cre&iaving perfect communion with those
who are His very own. All the things created by tabman will no longer exist; the
things we have strived to build and amass for aunfort will be gone--worthless. All
the things we did in the strength of flesh, belgyiwe were pleasing God, will be
meaningless when we come face to face with Jedusf Aur striving tolook goodto
others will result in our hearing these words frétis lips: "Depart from me; | never
knew you!"

Only the immortal God is able to create the Eteriidere will be no more churches--
only re-created man and God, as one for eterrfitwelwere to 'drill down' through the
layers of the things of this life, we would discowvhat, ultimately, the only thing
remaining is man. Messiah came to redeem and dwethe individuals whom He
created for Himself. Gone forever will Iself and man'self will, which is the driving
force in mortal flesh.

The work of God

In Luke, chapter 10 we read of the seventy chogedebus to go out and minister. After
a time they returned, joyful s&ying, Lord, even the devils are subject untonugaur
name’ Jesus replied to theml beheld Satan fallen aslightning from heaven. Behold, |
have given you authority to tread upon serpentssoaipions, and over all the power of
the enemy: and nothing shall in any wise hurt ydowbeit in this rejoice not, that the
spirits are subject unto you; bugoice that your names are written in heaven." (Luke
10:18-20)

It was Jesus' power that went with the seventy,imgatheir ministry a success. And
Jesus was quick to point out that He had witneSsedn's fall to earth because of a quest
for power and authority. Knowing Him was of greataportance than exercising power
and authority over Satan's demonic crowd. Do weetstdnd what He is saying here? Do
we 'get it' that the things we do His Nameare of lesser significance than our
relationship with Him? Are wepposing Messialthrough our deeds, falling into pride
because, as the seventy did, we see how effemtiveninistry is?

This brings to mind the passage where Jesus wasl ds& question,What must we do,
that we may work the works of God? Jesus answemddsaid unto themThis is the
work of God, that you believe on Him whom he has sent.” (John 6:28b-29) Trust in
Christ IS the work of God--not anything we do, ewebedience to Him. Our obedience
is part of our relationship of surrender to Him.eTlwork is His, and He WILL
accomplish it. The danger for us is always thatmight becomeseltimportant as we
live in this body of flesh. Jesus crucified flesth @aur behalf to reconcile us to God. The
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only thing standing between us and God is ounfiftesh, rooted in sinfuself, which we
too easily refuse to surrender to Him. The Spifri€arist raised Him from the dead after
He willingly gave up the 'ghost’. We must be wijito give up the 'ghost’ of our life of
selfand flesh, so that the Spirit of Christ can retiifiento our 'dead’ bodies. As Paul so
aptly said, They that are in the flesh cannot please G@domans 8:8)

The antichrist Christianis one who believes he is born again but livedifésas though
the flesh were everything. But as the above veeas@, $)e can never please God--no
matter how hard he tries. The truth of the matsethis: ‘Wherefore if any man i
Chrigt, he is a new creature: the old things are passedya behold, they are become
new” (2 Corinthians 5:17) Why? Becausgl are dead, and your life is hid with Christ
in God” (Colossians 3:3) Now ask the Holy Spirit to ravé you what this 4th verse
means. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, thealsjou also appear with him
in glory.” It is the Lord's will that we know the mystery thfe gospel.

To [the saints] whom God willed to make known wha¢ the riches [Greek:
'valuablebestowmerit of the glory of this mystery among the nationdyich is
Christ in you, the hope [Greek: 'expectationdf glory; whom we proclaim,
warning every man and teaching every man in albons, that we may present
every man perfect [Greek: 'complet&i] Christ Jesus for which | also labor,
striving according to His working which is workimg me with power. Colossians
1:27-29 EMTV

The temple of God

The New Testament is very clear when it tells estéimple of Gods not a building. So,
with that in mind, there is no question that tteenple of God referred to in 2
Thessalonians 2:4, is not a building. It is theeplavhere Christ desires to dwell--in man,
to make him a new creature. What more intimateofeship could we have with the
living God, if not with Him dwelling inside of usThese two passages in Acts are
powerful.

Howbeit the Most Highdoes not dwell in houses made with hangsas the

prophet said, The heaven is my throne, and thé ¢het footstool of my feet:
what manner of house will you build me? saith tleed. Or what is the place of
my rest? Did not my hand make all these things? “aiffnecked and

uncircumcised in heart and eaysu always resist the Holy Ghost: just as your
fathers did. Act 7:48-51

The God who made the world and all the things,itdim being Lord of heaven
and earthdoes not dwell in sanctuaries made by human handspr by the
hands of men is He servedas though He needed anything, for He gives to all
life, and breath, with respect to all things. Ané hhade from one blood every
nation of men to dwell upon all the face of thetleaand He ordained their
preappointed times and the boundaries of their ldvgsl in order for them to
seek the Lord, if perhaps indeed they might grapeHim and find Him, and yet
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being indeed not far from each one of us;ifoHim we live and move and have
our being. . . Act 17:24-28a EMTV
Only He can make His temple, and only He has & tigldwell in that temple.Know
you not that you are a temple of God, and that $ip&it of God dwells in you?(1
Corinthians 3:16)

Flesh versus Spirit

In Moses' Law, Israel was instructed to not eabdldf anyone did, he would be cut off
from among God's people. Why#dr the life of the flesh is in the blood: and Iviea
given it to you upon the altar to make an atonenfi@nyour souls: for it is the blood that
maketh an atonement for the st(Leviticus 17:11)

Jesus came in the likeness of sinful flesh so Heicould pour out His blood, putting

flesh to death on our behalf. He was the one parell. He shed His own blood to make
atonement for man. He did His part, and now He #s&swe put our complete trust in
Him, allowing Him to live His life in and throughsu"And | will ask the Father, and He

will give you another Helper, so that He may abwdéh you forever, the Spirit of truth,

whom the world cannot receive, because it neitegs Him nor knows Him; but you
know Him, becauskH e abides with you and shall bein you." (John 14:16-17 EMTV)

Faith is relying on the One who dwells within us, live His life through us. He is
constantly at work 'renovating' His abode, bringateath to every area cklf that is
surrendered to Him moment by moment. The 'renogatiever stops. The Spirit of
Grace continues His work of regeneration. Paul,saihere sin aboundBncreases],
Grace does much more aboujmcrease].” (Romans 5:20) Hallelujah!

The Grace of God, in the person of the Holy SmifiChrist, desires to accomplish His
work in all who name the Name of Christ. But dosaitrender to His working? Or is our
flesh 'lusting against the Spirit," while the Spists against the flesh?' (Galatians 5:17)
The definition of the Greek word fdust is "to set the heart upon.” This tells us that the
flesh resists [sets the heart against] the Spiokv many resist Him, opposing the very
thing Messiah came to do?

Who is opposing Messiah and why?

There is grave danger in pursuing our own wayngwvhat wethink is the Christian life
because some apostate preacher or pastor saidsith&apath to take. The Bible is
trustworthy and the Holy Spirit is the only credilwitness to truth.

Religious flesh is still flesh; in fact, it is theorst kind of flesh. As Paul said in his epistle
to the Romans,But you are not in the flesh, but in the spiritthé Spirit of God dwells
in you. Butif any man has not the Spirit of Christ, heisnot His. And if Christ is in you,
the body is dead because of sin; but the spiriblise because of righteousnéss.
(Romans 8:9-10)
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In ignorance, many believe they are Christians b&eéhey said the "sinner's prayer" and
were told they were now "born again." They readBitde as though it were a book of
promises for blessing, or a book of rules by whilhive; albeit in their flesh. They have
exaltedself through "good behavior" to the level of a "goodri€tan.” In truth, the
antichrist Christianis one who refuses to humble himself under thehtgipand of God.
"Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty han@ax, that he may exalt you in
due time. ." (1 Peter 5:6)

Believing that God is there to shower only goochdisi on His people, thantichrist
Christian seeks the gifts rather than the Giver who deswegive Himself to them as
their Life, if only they would surrendselfto Him.

The antichrist Christianis pleased to show outwardly, for the benefit thfecs, that he
has forsaken the obvious, outward 'sins," whileadly he resists the call to forsaii
of self

The antichrist Christiandesires his 'best life now," all the while beirigidous to the
fact that Jesus never once promised prosperity dr@denow. He promised His own Life
in abundance, and His Grace to keep us and premafer eternity with Him. (John
10:10)

The antichrist Christianprays according to the lusts of the flesh. He ity self-
centered prayers; prayers in sympathy with anotfw@yers for relief from affliction in
the flesh--while God may be afflicting his flesharder to 'kill' it. James saidYbu ask,
and receive not, because you ask amiss, that you coasume it upon your lusts.
(James 4:3) We need to be pouring out our hea®otbfor His will to be done in earth
as it is in heaven. Only He knows His perfect olt us. ‘For we know not what we
should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itsatikes intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered. And he that searches #aetyy knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because he makes intercession for the saactording to the will of God.
(Romans 8:26-27)

The antichrist Christianonly sees the faults in others, while using 'rogered glasses'
to look at his own delf]rightousness. He firmly believes in the 'virtugshimself that
only he can 'see.' They are not quite as evidemve&yyone because they are not true
virtues; they are a part of the facade he hidesndelHe may have heard of "self-
abandonment” and believes he has 'worked thromgh&daecomplished it on his own. But
as a writer of long ago saidSélf-abandonment is not accomplished by meansiofupa
reflections and continual struggles; it is only tefraining from self-contemplation, and
from desiring to master ourselves in our own widnat twe lose ourselves in Gbd-
Francois de Fenelon (1651-1715)

In everyantichrist Christiancan be found the words "I will" prominently dispéal in his

personal vocabulary. Though ignorant of their exise and their blatantly opposing
effect on the One he claims to love and serverdbéof "l will* can be traced back to
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Lucifer. Like Lucifer, theantichrist Christianmay simply purpose in his heart, saying "I
will," but God knows our hearts.

If our desire is to follow Christ, we must be willj to go all the way, as He did. When
facing His death on the cross, He salgather, if thou be willing, remove this cup from
me: neverthelessot my will, but thine, be done.” (Luke 22:42)

The choice

The wordantichrist is found exclusively in John's epistles, and inatleer place; not
even in the book of Revelation which was also emitby John. If we read John's First
and Second epistles, as with any letter, it wowddone evident thadntichristis not
what it has become today. To whet your appetita] this:

And this is love, that we should walk after his enandments. This is the
commandment [that we love one another], even ashgand from the beginning,
that you should walk in it. For many deceivers [€k€misleaders’] are gone forth
into the world, even they that confess not thatig&shrist came in the fleshhis

is the deceiver and the antichrist Look to yourselves, that you lose not the
things which we have wrought, but that you recavé&ull reward. Whosoever
goes onward and abides not in the teaching of Clmagh not God: he that abides
in the teaching, the same hath both the Fathetten8on. 2 John 1:6-9

The idea that "the Antichrist” is some man, somewhe the future--not present in the
now--is one of the greatest deceptions. It is ahntlgat has been eagerly embraced by
creatures of flesh who have not received revelghatantichristis firmly seated irself

The man of sin, the son of perdition is not someir tyrant--he is the antichrist
Christian, ruled by the antichrist spirit to keeamhrom dying toself The falling away
(apostasy) of which Paul wrote has taken place, sstichas become enthroned in the
lives of Christians, now more than ever. There deeap need fodeath to selfo become

a reality for all who call themselves Christianssuls said so clearlylf"any man would
come after me, let him deip@reek: 'disown"himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me. For whosoever would save his life shall losant whosoever shall lose his life for
my sake shall find It(Matthew 16:24b-25)

Are we so enamored witkelf and the efforts of our flesh that we will deny uedis
rightful place in us? Is the facade o€Caristianlife we have erected so treasured that we
would risk losing our eternal life with Him? As Jokaid, He is antichrist, that denies
the Father and the Sdn(1 John 2:22b)

The choice is simple--we either dessifor we deny Christ.But whoever denig&reek:
'rejects’]|Me before men, | also will deny him before My Fattwo is in heavei.
(Matthew 10:33 EMTV)
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