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Absolute Surrender
by Andrew Murray

"And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all lastrtogether: and there were thirty and
two kings with him, and horses, and chariots: a@advient up and besieged Samaria, and
warred against it. And he sent messengers to Airabd Israel into the city, and said
unto him, Thus saith Ben-hadad, Thy silver andgbld is mine; thy wives also and thy
children, even the goodliest, are mine. And thelkihlsrael answered and said, My lord,
O king, according to thy saying, | am thine andtadit | have"-1Kings 20:1-4

What Ben Hadad asked wabsolute surrenderand what Ahab gave was what was
asked of him--absolute surrenderl want to use these words: "My lord, O king,
according to thy saying, | am thine, and all thabave," as the words of absolute
surrender with which every child of God ought telgl himself to his Father. We have
heard it before, but we need to hear it very dedini- the condition of God's blessing is
absolute surrender of all into His hands. Praisd!Goour hearts are willing for that,
there is no end to what God will do for us, anthi® blessing God will bestow.

Absolute surrender let me tell you where | got those words. | ugieeim myself often,
and you have heard them numberless times. But atlé®el once | was in a company
where we were talking about the condition of Clgi€thurch, and what the great need of
the Church and of believers is; and there was mcompany a godly worker who has
much to do in training workers, and | asked him wre@awould say was the great need of
the Church, and the message that ought to be mpeatte answered very quietly and
simply and determinedly:

"Absolute surrender to God is the one thihg.

The words struck me as never before. And that neggam to tell how, in the workers
with whom he had to deal, he finds that if they swand on that point, even though they
be backward, they are willing to be taught and &é&)@nd they always improve; whereas
others who are not sound there very often go badkieave the work. The condition for
obtaining God's full blessing &bsolute surrendeto Him.

And now, | desire by God's grace to give to yos thessage - that your God in Heaven
answers the prayers which you have offered forsbigson yourselves and for blessing
on those around you by this one demaAde you willing to surrender yourselves
absolutely into His hands®/hat is our answer to be? God knows there are ledsdof
hearts who have said it, and there are hundreds mioo long to say it but hardly dare to
do so. And there are hearts who have said it, It lnave yet miserably failed, and who
feel themselves condemned because they did notHmgecret of the power to live that
life. May God have a word for all!



Let me say, first of all,
GOD CLAIMS IT FROM US.

Yes, it has its foundation in the very nature ofdGGod cannot do otherwise. Who is
God? He is the Fountain of life, the only Sourceexistence and power and goodness,
and throughout the universe there is nothing gadgdainat God works. God has created
the sun, and the moon, and the stars, and theipwaed the trees, and the grass; and are
they not all absolutely surrendered to God? Do thatyallow God to work in them just
what He pleases? When God clothes the lily withbiggauty, is it not yielded up,
surrendered, given over to God as He works insitbieauty? And God's redeemed
children, oh, can you think that God can work Hisrkvif there is only half or a part of
them surrendered? God cannot do it. God is lifd, lame, and blessing, and power, and
infinite beauty, and God delights to communicatensglf to every child who is prepared
to receive Him; but ah! this one lack of absoluterender is just the thing that hinders
God. And now He comes, and as God, He claims it.

You know in daily life what absolute surrender You know that everything has to be
given up to its special, definite object and sezvichave a pen in my pocket, and that pen
is absolutely surrendered to the one work of wgitiand that pen must be absolutely
surrendered to my hand if | am to write properlthwit. If another holds it partly, |
cannot write properly. This coat is absolutely givgp to me to, cover my body. This
building is entirely given up to religious servicésd now, do you expect that in your
immortal being, in the divine nature that you hageeived by regeneration, God can
work His work, every day and every hour, unless goaientirely given up to Him? God
cannot. The Temple of Solomon was absolutely sdeed to God when it was
dedicated to Him. And every one of us is a templ&ad, in which God will dwell and
work mightily on one condition -- absolute surrende Him. God claims it, God is
worthy of it, and without it God cannot work Hisesked work in us.

But secondly, God not only claims it, but
GOD WILL WORK IT HIMSELF.

| am sure there is many a heart that says: "Ah,thatt absolute surrender implies so
much!" Someone says: "Oh, | have passed throughusah trial and suffering, and there
is so much of the self-life still remaining, andldre not face the entire giving of it up,
because | know it will cause so much trouble arahgd

Alas! alas! that God's children have such thougifitslim, such cruel thoughts. Oh, |

come to you with a message, fearful and anxious Goe does not ask you to give the
perfect surrender in your strength, or by the pogfgrour will; God is willing to work it

in you. Do we not read: "It is God that workethus, both to will and to do of his good

pleasure"? And that is what we should seek foo ga on our faces before God, until our
hearts learn to believe that the everlasting Gadddif will come in to turn out what is



wrong, to conquer what is evil, and to work whatvall-pleasing in His blessed sight.
God Himself will work it in you.

Look at the men in the Old Testament, like Abrah®m.you think it was by accident
that God found that man, the father of the faitfatl the Friend of God, and that it was
Abraham himself, apart from God, who had such faitld such obedience and such
devotion? You know it is not so. God raised himama prepared him as an instrument
for His glory.

Did not God say to Pharaoh: "For this cause haaeséd thee up, for to show in thee my
power"?

And if God said that of him, will not God say itrfiaore of every child of His?

Oh, | want to encourage you, and | want you to eagy every fear. Come with that
feeble desire; and if there is the fear which s&@1, my desire is not strong enough, |
am not willing for everything that may come, | dotrfeel bold enough to say | can
conquer everything" -- | pray you, learn to knovddrust your God now. Say: "My God,
I am willing that Thou shouldst make me willingf“there is anything holding you back,
or any sacrifice you are afraid of making, comeGd now, and prove how gracious
your God is, and be not afraid that He will commé&wedh you what He will not bestow.

God comes and offers to work this absolute surremdgou. All these searchings and
hungerings and longings that are in your hearglllyiou they are the drawings of the
divine magnet, Christ Jesus. He lived a life ofcdiln® surrender, He has possession of
you; He is living in your heart by His Holy SpiriY¥ou have hindered and hindered Him
terribly, but He desires to help you to get holdHain entirely. And He comes and draws
you now by His message and words. Will you not came trust God to work in you that
absolute surrender to Himself? Yes, blessed be Bedan do it, and He will do it.

The third thought. God not only claims it and woitik$ut

GOD ACCEPTS IT WHEN WE BRING IT TO HIM.
God works it in the secret of our heart, God urgedy the hidden power of His Holy
Spirit to come and speak it out, and we have togband to yield to Him that absolute
surrender. But remember, when you come and brindytGat absolute surrender, it may,
as far as your feelings or your consciousness @@, thing of great imperfection, and you
may doubt and hesitate and say: "Is it absolute?"
But, oh, remember there was once a man to whonsGtad said:

"If thou canst believe, all things are possibléita that believeth.”

And his heart was afraid, and he cried out:



"Lord, | believe, help thou mine unbelief."

That was a faith that triumphed over the Devil, #malevil spirit was cast out. And if you
come and say: "Lord, | yield myself in absoluterender to my God," even though it be
with a trembling heart and with the consciousn#isdo not feel the power, | do not feel
the determination, |1 do not feel the assurancewilitsucceed. Be not afraid, but come
just as you are, and even in the midst of your érg the power of the Holy Ghost will

work.

Have you never yet learned the lesson that the I&digst works with mighty power,
while on the human side everything appears feeb&sk at the Lord Jesus Christ in
Gethsemane. We read that He, "through the eterpiat,Soffered Himself a sacrifice
unto God. The Almighty Spirit of God was enablingrHto do it. And yet what agony
and fear and exceeding sorrow came over Him, amdHi® prayed! Externally, you can
see no sign of the mighty power of the Spirit, th& Spirit of God was there. And even
so, while you are feeble and fighting and tremblimgfaith in the hidden work of God's
Spirit do not fear, but yield yourself.

And when you do yield yourself in absolute surrenti it be in the faith that God does
now accept of it. That is the great point, and thathat we so often miss -- that believers
should be thus occupied with God in this matteswfrender. | pray you, be occupied
with God. We want to get help, every one of usthad in our daily life God shall be
clearer to us, God shall have the right place,@ntall in all." And if we are to have that
through life, let us begin now and look away froorselves, and look up to God. Let
each believe -- while I, a poor worm on earth amembling child of God, full of failure
and sin and fear, bow here, and no one knows wdssgs through my heart, and while |
in simplicity say, O God, | accept Thy terms; | bgieaded for blessing on myself and
others, | have accepted Thy terms of absolute isdere-- while your heart says that in
deep silence, remember there is a God presentatked note of it, and writes it down in
His book, and there is a God present who at that r@ment takes possession of you.
You may not feel it, you may not realize it, butdstakes possession if you will trust
Him.

A fourth thought. God not only claims it, and worksand accepts it when | bring it, but
GOD MAINTAINS IT.

That is the great difficulty with many. People sdyhave often been stirred at a meeting,
or at a convention, and | have consecrated myséHad, but it has passed away. | know
it may last for a week or for a month, but awafades, and after a time it is all gone."

But listen! It is because you do not believe whatrl now going to tell you and remind
you of. When God has begun the work of absoluteesder in you, and when God has
accepted your surrender, then God holds Himselh8da care for it and to keep it. Will

you believe that?



In this matter of surrender there are two: God larnd a worm, God the everlasting and
omnipotent Jehovah. Worm, will you be afraid tostryourself to this mighty God now?
God is willing. Do you not believe that He can ke continually, day by day, and
moment by moment?

Moment by moment I'nkeptin His love;
Moment by moment I've life from above.

If God allows the sun to shine upon you moment lmymant, without intermission, will
not God let His life shine upon you every moment®iAvhy have you not experienced
it? Because you have not trusted God for it, and dm not surrender yourself absolutely
to God in that trust.

A life of absolute surrender has its difficulti¢do not deny that. Yes, it has something
far more than difficulties: it is a life that witmen is absolutely impossible. But by the
grace of God, by the power of God, by the poweahefHoly Spirit dwelling in us, it is a
life to which we are destined, and a life thatasgible for us, praise God! Let us believe
that God will maintain it.

Some of you have read the words of that aged sdiaf on his ninetieth birthday, told of
all God's goodness to him -- | mean George MuWhnat did he say he believed to be the
secret of his happiness, and of all the blessinghwi®od had given him? He said he
believed there were two reasons. The one was thdiad been enabled by grace to
maintain a good conscience before God day by d&yother was, that he was a lover of
God's Word. Ah, yes, a good conscience is compleé&slience to God day by day, and
fellowship with God every day in His Word, and peay- that is a life of absolute
surrender.

Such a life has two sides -- on the one sidesolute surrender to work what God wants
you to do; on the other side, to let God work wHatwants to do.

First,to do what God wants you to do.

Give up yourselves absolutely to the will of Goduvknow something of that will; not
enough, far from all. But say absolutely to thed.-@od: "By Thy grace | desire to do
Thy will in everything, every moment of every dagay: "Lord God, not a word upon
my tongue but for Thy glory, not a movement of mynper but for Thy glory, not an
affection of love or hate in my heart but for Thipny, and according to Thy blessed
will."

Someone says: "Do you think that possible?"

| ask, What has God promised you, and what can @odo fill a vessel absolutely
surrendered to Him? Oh, God wants to bless yowwmayybeyond what you expect. From
the beginning, ear hath not heard, neither hattreyleeseen, what God hath prepared for
them that wait for Him. God has prepared unhearthioigs, blessings much more



wonderful than you can imagine, more mighty than gan conceive. They are divine
blessings. Oh, say now: "l give myself absolutely&od, to His will, to do only what
God wants."

It is God who will enable you to carry out the suder.

And, on the other side, come and say: "l give nfyaa$olutely to Godto let Him work
in me to will and to do of His good pleasuas He has promised to do."

Yes, the living God wants to work in His childrema way that we cannot understand,
but that God's Word has revealed, and He wantoti w us every moment of the day.
God is willing to maintain our life. Only let oubsolute surrender be one of simple,
childlike, and unbounded trust.

The last thought. This absolute surrender to God
WILL WONDERFULLY BLESS.

What Ahab said to his enemy, King Ben-hadad -- "Niyl, O king, according to thy
word | am thine, and all that | have" - shall we say to our God and loving Father? If
we do say it, God's blessing will come upon us. @@ahts us to be separate from the
world; we are called to come out from the worldtthates God. Come out for God, and
say: "Lord, anything for Thee." If you say that lwjrayer, and speak that into God's ear,
He will accept it, and He will teach you what it ames.

| say again, God will bless you. You have been ip@gyor blessing. But do remember,
there must be absolute surrender. At every teatatll see it. Why is tea poured into
that cup? Because it is empty, and given up fortéhe But put ink, or vinegar, or wine
into it, and will they pour the tea into the ve&séind can God fill you, can God bless
you if you are not absolutely surrendered to Hine ddnnot. Let us believe God has
wonderful blessings for us, if we will but stand @gr God, and say, be it with a
trembling will, yet with a believing heart:

"O God, | accept Thy demands. | am thine and ali tihave. Absolute surrender is what
my soul yields to Thee by divine grace."

You may not have such strong and clear feelingsetierances as you would desire to
have, but humble yourselves in His sight, and ackedge that you have grieved the
Holy Spirit by your self-will, self-confidence, arsglf-effort. Bow humbly before him in
the confession of that, and ask him to break tlaetlaand to bring you into the dust before
Him. Then, as you bow before Him, just accept Gtebshing that in your flesh "there
dwelleth no good thing," and that nothing will helpu except another life which must
come in. You must deny self once for all. Denyie{f sust every moment be the power
of your life, and then Christ will come in and tgkessession of you.



When was Peter delivered? When was the change atisbed? The change began with
Peter weeping, and the Holy Ghost came down aled filis heart.

God the Father loves to give us the power of theitSpWe have the Spirit of God
dwelling within us. We come to God confessing tlaatgd praising God for it, and yet
confessing how we have grieved the Spirit. And thvenbow our knees to the Father to
ask that He would strengthen us with all might ey Spirit in the inner man, and that He
would fill us with His mighty power. And as the 8preveals Christ to us, Christ comes
to live in our hearts forever, and the self-lifeast out.

Let us bow before God in humility, and in that hlitpiconfess before Him the state of
the whole Church. No words can tell the sad sthteeoChurch of Christ on earth. | wish
| had words to speak what | sometimes feel aboulugt think of the Christians around
you. | do not speak of nominal Christians, or abfpssing Christians, but | speak of
hundreds and thousands of honest, earnest Chsistvao are not living a life in the
power of God or to His glory. So little power, stilé devotion or consecration to God,
so little perception of the truth that a Christiara man utterly surrendered to God's will!
Oh, we want to confess the sins of God's peopleratais, and to humble ourselves. We
are members of that sickly body, and the sicklindghie body will hinder us, and break
us down, unless we come to God, and in confessiparate ourselves from partnership
with worldliness, with coldness toward each otherless we give up ourselves to be
entirely and wholly for God.

How much Christian work is being done in the spfithe flesh and in the power of self!
How much work, day by day, in which human energyr will and our thoughts about
the work - is continually manifested, and in whtblere is but little of waiting upon God,
and upon the power of the Holy Ghost! Let us madefession. But as we confess the
state of the Church and the feebleness and sissilaework for God among us, let us
come back to ourselves. Who is there who truly $otagbe delivered from the power of
the self-life, who truly acknowledges that it i€ thower of self and the flesh, and who is
willing to cast all at the feet of Christ? Theraldiverance.

| heard of one who had been an earnest Christiash,veho spoke about the "cruel”
thought of separation and death. But you do naiktthat, do you? What are we to think
of separation and death? This: death was the patioty for Christ. For the joy set

before Him He endured the cross. The cross wabittiglace of His everlasting glory.

Do you love Christ? Do you long to be in Christdarot like Him? Let death be to you
the most desirable thing on earth - death to aeld, fellowship with Christ. Separation -
do you think it a hard thing to be called to beireht free from the world, and by that
separation to be united to God and His love, byassn to become prepared for living
and walking with God every day? Surely one ouglday

"Anything to bring me to separation, to death, ddife of full fellowship with God and
Christ."



Oh! Come and cast this self-life and flesh-lifeleg feet of Jesus. Then trust Him. Do not
worry yourselves with trying to understand all abibubut come in the living faith that
Christ will come into you with the power of His dieand the power of His life; and then
the Holy Spirit will bring the whole Christ -- Clsticrucified and risen and living in glory
-- into your heart.

The Fruit of the Spirit is Love

| want to look at the fact of a life filled with éhHoly Spirit more from the practical side,
and to show how this life will show itself in ouaity walk and conduct.

Under the Old Testament you know the Holy Spirienfcame upon men as a divine
Spirit of revelation to reveal the mysteries of Godfor power to do the work of God.
But He did not then dwell in them. Now, many justnirthe Old Testament gift of power
for work, but know very little of the New Testamegift of the indwelling Spirit,
animating and renewing the whole life. When Gockegithe Holy Spirit, His great object
is the formation of a holy character. It is a gifta holy mind and spiritual disposition,
and what we need above everything else, is to say:

I must have the Holy Spirit sanctifying my wholeen life if | am really to live for God's
glory.

You might say that when Christ promised the Spirithe disciples, He did so that they
might have power to be witnesses. True, but they teceived the Holy Ghost in such
heavenly power and reality that He took possessfaheir whole being at once and so
fitted them as holy men for doing the work with povas they had to do it. Christ spoke
of power to the disciples, but it was the Spitiirfg their whole being that worked the
power.

I wish now to dwell upon the passage found in Gaatest5:22:
"The fruit of the Spirit is love."

We read that "Love is the fulfilling of the law,hd my desire is to speak on love as a
fruit of the Spirit with a twofold object. One ikdt this word may be a searchlight in our
hearts, and give us a test by which to try alltbeughts about the Holy Spirit and all our
experience of the holy life. Let us try ourselvestbis word. Has this been our daily
habit, to seek the being filled with the Holy Spas the Spirit of love? "The fruit of the
Spirit is love." Has it been our experience tha thore we have of the Holy Spirit the
more loving we become? In claiming the Holy Spiré should make this the first object
of our expectation. The Holy Spirit comes as aiSpirlove.



Oh, if this were true in the Church of Christ hoiffetent her state would be! May God
help us to get hold of this simple, heavenly tiindt the fruit of the Spirit is a love which
appears in the life, and that just as the Holy iSpets real possession of the life, the
heart will be filled with real, divine, universaive.

One of the great causes why God cannot bless HiscGhsthe want of loveWhen the
body is divided, there cannot be strength. In thee tof their great religious wars, when
Holland stood out so nobly against Spain, one @irtimottoes was: "Unity gives
strength.” It is only when God's people stand as body, one before God in the
fellowship of love, one toward another in deep @iffen, one before the world in a love
that the world can see-it is only then that thell have power to secure the blessing
which they ask of God. Remember that if a vessa tught to be one whole is cracked
into many pieces, it cannot be filled. You can takpotsherd, one part of a vessel, and
dip out a little water into that, but if you warhtet vessel full, the vessel must be whole.
That is literally true of Christ's Church, andhkte is one thing we must pray for still, it
is this: Lord, melt us together into one by the powaf the Holy Spirit; let the Holy Spirit,
who at Pentecost made them all of one heart andsounle do His blessed work among
us. Praise God, we can love each other in a diwe, for "the fruit of the Spirit is
love." Give yourselves up to love, and the HolyrBpvill come; receive the Spirit, and
He will teach you to love more.

l.
Now, why is it that the fruit of the Spirit is lo¥®&ecause God is love
And what does that mean?

It is the very nature and being of God to delightommunicating Himself. God has no
selfishness, God keeps nothing to Himself. Godisraas to be always giving. In the sun
and the moon and the stars, in every flower youitsée every bird in the air, in every
fish, in the sea. God communicates life to His wness. And the angels around His
throne, the seraphim and cherubim who are flamdiseof whence have they their glory?
It is because God is love, and He imparts to théMi® brightness and His blessedness.
And we, His redeemed children - God delights torpHis love into us. And why?
Because, as | said, God keeps nothing for Him$etbm eternity God had His only
begotten Son, and the Father gave Him all thingd, reothing that God had was kept
back. "God is love."

One of the old Church fathers said that we canetiebunderstand the Trinity than as a
revelation of divine love - the Father, the lovi@ge, the Fountain of love; the Son, the
beloved One, the Reservoir of love, in whom theslaxas poured out; and the Spirit, the
living love that united both and then overflowedtbithis world. The Spirit of Pentecost,

the Spirit of the Father, and the Spirit of the 8olove. And when the Holy Spirit comes

to us and to other men, will He be less a Spiribwé than He is in God? It cannot be; He
cannot change His nature. The Spirit of God is Jawel "the fruit of the Spirit is love."



Why is that so? That was the one great need of mdnkhat was the thing which
Christ's redemption came to accomplighrestore love to this world

When man sinned, why was it that he sinned? Selish triumphed - he sought self
instead of God. And just look! Adam at once bedmaccuse the woman of having led
him astray. Love to God had gone, love to man was Look again: of the first two
children of Adam the one becomes a murderer dbtather.

Does not that teach us that sin had robbed thedvebdlbve? Ah! what a proof the history
of the world has been of love having been lostlr€éhmay have been beautiful examples
of love even among the heathen, but only as a ligmnant of what was lost. One of the
worst things sin did for man was to make him sk|ffer selfishness cannot love.

The Lord Jesus Christ came down from Heaven aSdmeof God's love. "God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son." &&bn came to show what love is,
and He lived a life of love here upon earth in delhip with His disciples, in
compassion over the poor and miserable, in lovae éweHis enemies, and He died the
death of love. And when He went to Heaven, whomHgdsend down? The Spirit of
love, to come and banish selfishness and envy edd, @nd bring the love of God into
the hearts of men. "The fruit of the Spirit is Idve

And what was the preparation for the promise ofHloéy Spirit? You know that promise
as found in the fourteenth chapter of John's Gogdl remember what precedes in the
thirteenth chapter. Before Christ promised the Hypyrit, He gave a new commandment,
and about that new commandment He said wonderifuigsh One thing was: "Even as |
have loved you, so love ye one another,” To themdying love was to be the only law
of their conduct and intercourse with each otheha¥\a message to those fishermen, to
those men full of pride and selfishness! "Learfoie each other,” said Christ, "as | have
loved you." And by the grace of God they did it. hPentecost came, they were of one
heart and one soul. Christ did it for them.

And now He calls us to dwell and to walk in lovee Hemands that though a man hate
you, still you love him. True love cannot be congakby anything in Heaven or upon
the earth. The more hatred there is, the more toumphs through it all and shows its
true nature. This is the love that Christ commandesddisciples to exercise.

What more did He say? "By this shall all men kndwattye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another."”

You all know what it is to wear a badge. And Chsiatd to His disciples in effect:

"l give you a badge, and that badge is



LOVE.

That is to be your mark. It is the only thing ind¥en or on earth by which men can
know me."

Oh! do we not begin to fear that love has fled fribra earth? That if we were to ask the
world: "Have you seen us wear the badge of love&"world would say: "No; what we
have heard of the Church of Christ is that theroisa place where there is no quarreling
and separation.” Let us ask God with one heartvieainay wear the badge of Jesus' love.
God is able to give it.

"The fruit of the Spirit is love." Why? Becausething but love can expel and conquer
our selfishness

Self is the great curse, whether in its relatiostwd, or to our fellow-men in general, or
to fellow-Christians, thinking of ourselves and lgag our own. Self is our greatest
curse. But, praise God, Christ came to redeemamm Belf. We sometimes talk about
deliverance from the self-life - and thank God éoery word that can be said about it to
help us - but | am afraid some people think detimee from the self-life means that now
they are going to have no longer any trouble irnviegr God; and they forget that
deliverance from self-life means to be a vessetftoxging with love to everybody all the
day.

And there you have the reason why many people forathe power of the Holy Ghost,
and they get something, but oh, so little! becahsy prayed for power for work, and
power for blessing, but they have not prayed foweofor full deliverance from self.
That means not only the righteous self in interseuwwith God, but the unloving self in
intercourse with men. And there deliverance. "The fruit of the Spirit is love.'bling
you the glorious promise of Christ that He is abléll our hearts with love.

A great many of us try hard at times to love. Wetdtr force ourselves to love, and | do
not say that is wrong; it is better than nothingt Bxe end of it is always very sad. "l fail
continually,” such as one must confess. And whahésreason? The reason is simply
this: Because they have never learned to beliedeaacept the truth that the Holy Spirit
can pour God's love into their heart. That blegsati often it has been limited! - "The
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts." It hiésnobeen understood in this sense: It
means the love of God tae Oh, what a limitation! That is only the beginnifithe love

of God is always the love of God in its entirety,its fullness as an indwelling power, a
love of God to me that leaps back to Him in loved averflows to my fellow-men in
love-God's love to me, and my love to God, and owglto my fellow-men. The three are
one; you cannot separate them.

Do believe that the love of God can be shed abiogdur heart and mine so that we can
love all the day.



"Ah!" you say, "how little | have understood that!"

Why is a lamb always gentle? Because that is itsr@aDoes it cost the lamb any trouble
to be gentle? No. Why not? It is so beautiful aadtlg. Has a lamb to study to be gentle?
No. Why does that come so easy? It is its natunel &wolf - why does it cost a wolf no
trouble to be cruel, and to put its fangs into pleer lamb or sheep? Because that is its
nature. It has not to summon up its courage; thénature is there.

And how can | learn to love? Never until the SpfitGod fills my heart with God's love,
and | begin to long for God's love in a very difet sense from which | have sought it so
selfishly, as a comfort and a joy and a happinessaapleasure to myself; never until |
begin to learn that "God is love," and to claimaibd receive it as an indwelling power
for self-sacrifice; never until | begin to see timay glory, my blessedness, is to be like
God and like Christ, in giving up everything in relfsfor my fellow-men. May God
teach us that! Oh, the divine blessedness of the With which the Holy Spirit can fill
our hearts! "The fruit of the Spirit is love."

V.

Once again | ask, Why must this be so? And my angswv&Vithout this we cannot live
the dalily life of love

How often, when we speak about the consecratedwiéehave to speak aboigmper
and some people have sometimes said:

"You make too much of temper.”

I do not think we can make too much of it. Do yae yonder clock? You know what
those hands mean. The hands tell me what is wilti@rclock, and if | see that the hands
stand still, or that the hands point wrong, or ttied clock is slow or fast, | say that
something inside the clock is wrong. And tempgust like the revelation that the clock
gives of what is within. Temper is a proof whetkie love of Christ is filling the heart,
or not. How many there are who find it easier inarch, or in prayer-meeting, or in work
for the Lord, diligent, earnest work, to be holyddmappy than in the daily life with wife
and children and servant; easier to be holy angyhaptside the home than in it. Where
is the love of God? In Christ. God has prepareduta wonderful redemption in Christ,
and He longs to make something supernatural offase we learned to long for it, and
ask for it, and expect it in its fullness?

Then there is theongue! We sometimes speak of the tongue when we talkebetter
life, and the restful life, but just think what dldy many Christians give to their tongues.
They say:

"l have a right to think what | like."



When they speak about each other, when they spsakt #gheir neighbors, when they
speak about other Christians, how often there hegpsremarks! God keep me from
saying anything that would be unloving; God shut mguth if | am not to speak in
tender love. But what | am saying is a fact. Hoveofthere are found among Christians
who are banded together in work, sharp criticistmarg judgment, hasty opinion,
unloving words, secret contempt of each other,etemndemnation of each other! Oh,
just as a mother's love covers her children an@glisl in them and has the tenderest
compassion with their foibles or failures, so therght to be in the heart of every
believer a motherly love toward every brother arsles in Christ. Have you aimed at
that? Have you sought it? Have you ever pleadedt?odesus Christ said: "As | have
loved you . . . love one another.” And He did nait ghat among the other
commandments, but He said in effect:

"That is a NEW commandment, the one commandmene lbme another as | have loved
you."

It is in our daily life and conduct that the froit the Spirit is love. From that there comes
all the graces and virtues in which love is manédds joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness; no sharpness or hardnes®uin tgne, no unkindness or
selfishness; meekness before God and man. Youlhaealk these are the gentler virtues.
| have often thought as | read those words in Gidos, "Put on therefore as the elect of
God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindnéssnbleness of mind, meekness,
longsuffering,” that if we had written, we shouldvie put in the foreground the manly
virtues, such as zeal, courage and diligence; leuh@ed to see how the gentler, the most
womanly virtues are specially connected with depesd upon the Holy Spirit. These
are indeed heavenly graces. They never were foartid heathen world. Christ was
needed to come from Heaven to teach us. Your ldesss is longsuffering, meekness,
kindness; your glory is humility before God. Thaifrof the Spirit that He brought from
Heaven out of the heart of the crucified Christ] #mat He gives in our heart, is first and
foremost - love.

You know what John says: "No man hath seen Godvatime. If we love one another,
God dwelleth in us." That is, | cannot see God, &sita compensation | can see my
brother, and if | love him, God dwells in me. Istheally true? That | cannot see God,
but I must love my brother, and God will dwell irethLoving my brother is the way to
real fellowship with God. You know what John funtleays in that most solemn test, 1
John 4:20: "If a man say, | love God, and hateshbinother, he is a liar; for he that loveth
not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he@one&whom he hath not seen?" There
is a brother, a most unlovable man. He worriesgwrry time you meet him. He is of the
very opposite disposition to yours. You are a edrbfisinessman, and you have to do
with him in your business. He is most untidy, uribass-like. You say:

"I cannot love him."

Oh friend, you have not learned the lesson thats€Civanted to teach above everything.
Let a man be what he will, you are to love him. &as to be the fruit of the Spirit all the



day and every day. Yes, listen! if a man lovesmstbrother whom he hath seen - if you
don't love that unlovable man whom you have seew; tan you love God whom you
have not seen? You can deceive yourself with bieddtioughts about loving God. You
must prove your love to God by your love to youother; that is the one standard by
which God will judge your love to Him. If the lowe God is in your heart you will love
your brother. The fruit of the Spirit is love.

And what is the reason that God's Holy Spirit cdroomne in power? Is it not possible?

You remember the comparison | used in speakingn@fvessel. | can dip a little water
into a potsherd, a bit of a vessel; but if a vess#e be full, it must be unbroken. And the
children of God, wherever they come together, tatewer church or mission or society
they belong, must love each other intensely, oiSiieit of God cannot do His work. We
talk about grieving the Spirit of God by worldlirseand ritualism and formality and error
and indifference, but, | tell you, the one thinged everything that grieves God's Spirit
is this want of love. Let every heart search itsamtid ask that God may search it.

V.

Why are we taught that "the fruit of the Spiritleve"? Because the Spirit of God has
come to make our daily life an exhibition of divipewver and a revelation of what God
can do for His children

In the second and the fourth chapters of Acts \ae that the disciples were of one heart
and of one soul. During the three years they hd#adavith Christ they never had been
in that spirit. All Christ's teaching could not neathem of one heart and one soul. But the
Holy Spirit came from Heaven and shed the love ofl @ their hearts, and they were of
one heart and one soul. The same Holy Spirit thatidht the love of Heaven into their
hearts must fill us too. Nothing less will do. ExenChrist did, one might preach love for
three years with the tongue of an angel, but tratlevnot teach any man to love unless
the power of the Holy Spirit should come upon harbting the love of Heaven into his
heart.

Think of the church at large. What divisions! Thiok the different bodies. Take the
guestion of holiness, take the question of thende® blood, take the question of the
baptism of the Spirit - what differences are causesbong dear believers by such
guestions! That there should be

DIFFERENCES OF OPINION

does not trouble me. We do not have the same tatisti and temperament and mind.
But how often hate, bitterness, contempt, separatimlovingness are caused by the
holiest truths of God's Word! Our doctrines, owetts, have been more important than
love. We often think we are valiant for the trutidave forget God's command to speak
the truthin love And it was so in the time of the Reformation betw the Lutheran and
Calvinistic churches. What bitterness there was thaegard to the Holy Supper, which



was meant to be the bond of union among all bel#vend so, down the ages, the very
dearest truths of God have become mountains tivat $eparated us.

If we want to pray in power, and if we want to egpthe Holy Spirit to come down in
power, and if we want indeed that God shall pour kg Spirit, we must enter into a
covenant with God that we love one another witkeaenly love.

Are you ready for that? Only that is true love tisatarge enough to take in all God's
children, the most unloving and unlovable, and uiilmg and unbearable, and trying. If
my vow - absolute surrender to God - was true, themust mean absolute surrender to
the divine love to fill me; to be a servant of lowelove every child of God around me.
"The fruit of the Spirit is love."

Oh, God did something wonderful when He gave ChastHis right hand, the Holy
Spirit to come down out of the heart of the Fatdned His everlasting love. And how we
have degraded the Holy Spirit into a mere powewhich we have to do our work! God
forgive us! Oh, that the Holy Spirit might be hétdhonor as a power to fill us with the
very life and nature of God and of Christ!

VI.

"The fruit of the Spirit is love." | ask once agaWwhy is it so? And the answer comes:
That is the only power in which Christians realgnado their work

Yes, it is that we need. We want not only love tisatio bind us to each other, but we
want a divine love in our work for the lost arounsl Oh, do we not often undertake a
great deal of work, just as men undertake workholapthropy, from a natural spirit of
compassion for our fellow-men? Do we not often utade Christian work because our
minister or friend calls us to it? And do we noteof perform Christian work with a
certain zeal but without having had a baptism géf

People often ask: "What is the baptism of fire?"

| have answered more than once: | know no fire like fire of God, the fire of
everlasting love that consumed the sacrifice orv&gl The baptism of love is what the
Church needs, and to get that we must begin at nget down upon our faces before
God in confession, and plead:

"Lord, let love from Heaven flow down into my hedraam giving up my life to pray and
live as one who has given himself up for the eatirtg love to dwell in and fill him."

Ah, yes, if the love of God were in our hearts, Walifference it would make! There are
hundreds of believers who say:

"I work for Christ, and | feel | could work much foker, but | have not the gift. | do not
know how or where to begin. | do not know whatn c®."



Brother, sister, ask God to baptize you with th&iSpf love, and love will find its way.
Love is a fire that will burn through every diffityw You may be a shy, hesitating man,
who cannot speak well, but love can burn througiryting. God fill us with love! We
need it for our work.

You have read many a touching story of love exgmessnd you have said, How
beautiful! | heard one not long ago. A lady hadrbasked to speak at a Rescue Home
where there were a number of poor women. As shieedrthere and got to the window
with the matron, she saw outside a wretched objéatg, and asked:

"Who is that?"

The matron answered: "She has been into the hdurgg or forty times, and she has
always gone away again. Nothing can be done with &lee is so low and hard."

But the lady said: "She must come in."

The matron then said: "We have been waiting for, yand the company is assembled,
and you have only an hour for the address."

The lady replied: "No, this is of more importance@hd she went outside where the
woman was sitting and said:

"My sister, what is the matter?"
"l am not your sister," was the reply.

Then the lady laid her hand on her, and said: "Yas) your sister, and | love you"; and
so she spoke until the heart of the poor womantaashed.

The conversation lasted some time, and the compang waiting patiently. Ultimately
the lady brought the woman into the room. There wees poor wretched, degraded
creature, full of shame. She would not sit on archat sat down on a stool beside the
speaker's seat, and she let her lean against itbrher arms around the poor woman's
neck, while she spoke to the assembled people t#aidove touched the woman's heatrt;
she had found one who really loved her, and that tave access to the love of Jesus.

Praise God! there is love upon earth in the heafri&od's children; but oh, that there
were more!

O God, baptize our ministers with a tender lovel aar missionaries, and our colporters,
and our Bible-readers, and our workers, and oumgomen's and young women's
associations. Oh, that God would begin with us renvd baptize us with heavenly love!

VII.



Once againlt is only love that can fit us for the work ofentession

| have said that love must fit us for our work. {im1 know what the hardest and the most
important work is that has to be done for thisudimforld? It is the work of intercession,
the work of going to God and taking time to laychoh Him.

A man may be an earnest Christian, an earnest tetingnd a man may do good, but
alas! how often he has to confess that he knowsitbatof what it is to tarry with God.
May God give us the great gift of an intercessopyits a spirit of prayer and
supplication! Let me ask you in the name of Jesusta let a day pass without praying
for all saints, and for all God's people.

| find there are Christians who think little of th& find there are prayer unions where
they pray for the members, and not for all belisvéipray you, take time to pray for the
Church of Christ. It is right to pray for the heahh as | have already said. God help us to
pray more for them. It is right to pray for missawies and for evangelistic work, and for
the unconverted. But Paul did not tell people typor the heathen or the unconverted.
Paul told them to pray for believers. Do make {lusr first prayer every day:

"LORD, BLESS THY SAINTS EVERYWHERE."

The state of Christ's Church is indescribably I®&ead for God's people that He would
visit them, plead for each other, plead for allidedrs who are trying to work for God.

Let love fill your heart. Ask Christ to pour it oafresh into you every day. Try to get it
into you by the Holy Spirit of God: | am separatedo the Holy Spirit, and the fruit of

the Spirit is love. God help us to understand it.

May God grant that we learn day by day to wait mguestly upon Him. Do not wait
upon God only for ourselves, or the power to davdbsoon be lost; but give ourselves
up to the ministry and the love of intercessiord pray more for God's people, for God's
people round about us, for the Spirit of love imsalves and in them, and for the work of
God we are connected with; and the answer willlguwoeme, and our waiting upon God
will be a source of untold blessing and power. "Triaé of the Spirit is love."

Have you a lack of love to confess before God? Tina@ke confession and say before
Him, "O Lord, my lack of heart, my lack of love ebnfess it." And then, as you cast that
lack at His feet, believe that the blood cleansas, yhat Jesus comes in His mighty,
cleansing, saving power to deliver you, and thatkgive His Holy Spirit.

"THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE."



Separated Unto The Holy Ghost

"Now there were in the church that was at Antioentain prophets and teachers; as
Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, andugwd. Cyrene, and Manaen . . . and
Saul.

"As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, thdyHBhost said, Separate me Barnabas
and Saul for the work whereunto | have called them.

"And when they had fasted and prayed, and laidr thends on them, they sent them
away. So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghdeparted unto Seleucia"--Acts 13:1-4

In the story of our text we shall find some presigbioughts to guide us as to what God
would have of us, and what God would do for us. gieat lesson of the verses quoted is
this: The Holy Ghost is the director of the work of Ggubmi the earthAnd what we
should do if we are to work rightly for God, and3bd is to bless our work, is to see that
we stand in a right relation to the Holy Ghostttiva give Him every day the place of
honor that belongs to Him, and that in all our warld (what is more) in all our private
inner life, the Holy Ghost shall always have thetfplace. Let me point out to you some
of the precious thoughts our passage suggests.

First of all, we see th&od has His own plans with regard to His kingdom.

His church at Antioch had been established. Goddeathin plans and intentions with
regard to Asia, and with regard to Europe, He latteived them; they were His, and He
made them known to His servants.

Our great Commander organizes every campaign, andj¢herals and officers do not
always know the great plans. They often receivéedearders, and they have to wait on
Him for what He gives them as orders. God in Headwwishes, and a will, in regard to
any work that ought to be done, and to the wayhicivit has to be done. Blessed is the
man who gets into God's secrets and works under God

Some years ago, at Wellington, South Africa, wheriéve, we opened a Mission
Institute--what is counted there a fine large hodd At our opening services the
principal said something that | have never forguttée remarked:

"Last year we gathered here to lay the foundattones and what was there then to be
seen? Nothing but rubbish, and stones, and braskd,ruins of an old building that had
been pulled down. There we laid the foundationstamnd very few knew what the
building was that was to rise. No one know it petifein every detail except one man,
the architect. In his mind it was all clear, andtlas contractor and the mason and the
carpenter came to their work they took their ordeven him, and the humblest laborer
had to be obedient to orders, and the structure, e this beautiful building has been



completed. And just so," he added, "this buildihgttwe open today is but laying the
foundation of a work of which only God knows whato become."”

But God has His workers and His plans clearly mdpp&, and our position is to wait,
that God should communicate to us as much of Hisawieach time is needful.

We have simply to be faithful in obedience, cargyout His orders. God has a plan for
His Church upon earth. But alas! we too often makeplan, and we think that we know
what ought to be done. We ask God first to blegsSerble efforts, instead of absolutely
refusing to go unless God go before us. God hamptafor the work and the extension
of His kingdom. The Holy Ghost has had that wonkegi in charge to Him. "The work

whereunto | have called them." May God, therefbedp us all to be afraid of touching

"the ark of God" except as we are led by the HapS§.

Then thesecondthought-God is willing and able to reveal to His servantsatvHis will
is.

Yes, blessed be God, communications still come dfvaam Heaven! As we read here
what the Holy Ghost said, so the Holy Ghost willl §§peak to His Church and His
people. In these later days He has often doneeith&b come to individual men, and by
His divine teaching He has led them out into fiebfidabor that others could not at first
understand or approve, into ways and methods tdatat recommend themselves to the
majority. But the Holy Ghost does still in our titeach His people. Thank God, in our
foreign missionary societies and in our home missi@and in a thousand forms of work,
the guiding of the Holy Ghost is known, but (we afkeready, | think, to confesdpo
little known. We have not learned enough to wait upon,Hind so we should make a
solemn declaration before God: O God, we want tit mare for Thee to show us Thy
Will.

Do not ask God only for power. Many a Christian hasown plan of working, but God
must send the power. The man works in his own il God must give the grace--the
one reason why God often gives so little gracesalittle success. But let us all take our
place before God and say:

"What is done in the will of God the strength ofd3will not be withheld from it; what is
done in the will of God must have the mighty blegsaf God."

And so let our first desire be to have the wilGifd revealed.
If you ask me, Is it an easy thing to get these roamications from Heaven, and to

understand them? | can give you the answer. Itasy €o those who are in right
fellowship with Heaven, and who understand



THE ART OF WAITING UPON GOD IN PRAYER.

How often we ask: How can a person know the wilGoid? And people want, when they

are in perplexity, to pray very earnestly that Gbduld answer them at once. But God
can only reveal His will to a heart that is humhbled tender and empty. God can only
reveal His will in perplexities and special diffitas to a heart that has learned to obey
and honor Him loyally in little things and in dailje.

That brings me to thé¢hird thought-Note the disposition to which the Spirit reveals
God's will.

What do we read here? There were a number of meistering to the Lord and fasting,
and the Holy Ghost came and spoke to them. Somglgpeaderstand this passage very
much as they would in reference to a missionarymitee of our day. We see there is an
open field, and we have had our missions in otledd, and we are going to get on to
that field. We have virtually settled that, and pvay about it. But the position was a very
different one in those former days. | doubt whetéwey of them thought of Europe, for
later on even Paul himself tried to go back intaaAsll the night vision called him by
the will of God. Look at those men. God had donadars. He had extended the Church
to Antioch, and He had given rich and large blagsiNow, here were these men
ministering to the Lord, serving Him with prayerdafasting. What a deep conviction
they have--"It must all come direct from Heaven. Wfe in fellowship with the risen
Lord; we must have a close union with Him, and doomeHe will let us know what He
wants." And there they were, empty, ignorant, leslp] glad and joyful, but deeply
humbled.

"O Lord," they seem to say, "we are Thy servamnid, ia fasting and prayer we wait upon
Thee. What is Thy will for us?"

Was it not the same with Peter? He was on the hopstasting and praying, and little
did he think of the vision and the command to g&Ctesarea. He was ignorant of what
his work might be.

It is in hearts entirely surrendered to the Lorsludg in hearts separating themselves from
the world, and even from ordinary religious exessisand giving themselves up in
intense prayer to look to their Lord--it is in sunbarts that the heavenly will of God will
be made manifest.

You know that word fasting occurs a second timetlim third verse): "They fasted and
prayed.” When you pray, you love to go into yowseit, according to the command of
Jesus, and shut the door. You shut out business@ngany and pleasure and anything
that can distract, and you want to be alone witld.Gut in one way even the material
world follows you there. You must eat. These memted to shut themselves out from
the influences of the material and the visible, el fasted. What they ate was simply
enough to supply the wants of nature, and in thensity of their souls they thought to
give expression to their letting go of everythingearth in their fasting before God. Oh,



may God give us that intensity of desire, that smpan from everything, because we
want to wait upon God, that the Holy Ghost may atve us God's blessed will.

The fourth thought--What is now the will of God as the Holhd@st reveals it? It is
contained in one phrasBeparation unto the Holy Gho&that is

THE KEYNOTE OF THE MESSAGE FROM HEAVEN.

"Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work wherdurave called them. The work is
mine, and | care for it, and | have chosen these amel called them, and | want you who
represent the Church of Christ upon earth to sghthpart unto me."

Look at this heavenly message in its twofold aspBEee men were to beet apartto the
Holy Ghost, andhe Church was to do this separating wofke Holy Ghost could trust
these men to do it in a right spirit. There theyravabiding in fellowship with the
heavenly, and the Holy Ghost could say to them, ti@owork of separating these men."
And these were the men the Holy Ghost had preparsdiHe could say of them, "Let
them be separated unto me."

Here we come to the very root, to the very lifettid need of Christian workers. The
question is: What is needed that the power of Gumdilsl rest upon us more mightily, that
the blessing of God should be poured out more amthdamong those poor, wretched
people and perishing sinners among whom we laba?the answer from Heaven is:

"l want men separated unto the Holy Ghost."

What does that imply? You know that there are tpiats on earth. Christ said, when He
spoke about the Holy Spirit: "The world cannot reeehim.” Paul said: "We have

received not the spirit of the world, but the Sginat is of God." That is the great want in
every worker--the spirit of the world going out,dathe Spirit of God coming in to take
possession of the inner life and of the whole being

| am sure there are workers who often cry to GadHe Holy Spirit to come upon them

as a Spirit of power for their work, and when tHegl that measure of power, and get
blessing, they thank God for it. But God wants sibringg more and something higher.

God wants us to seek for the Holy Spirit as a Spirpower in our own heart and life, to

conquer self and cast out sin, and to work theskl@sand beautiful image of Jesus into
us.

There is a difference between the power of theitSggra gift, and the power of the Spirit
for the grace of a holy life. A man may often haveneasure of the power of the Spirit,
but if there be not a large measure of the Sp&ithe Spirit of grace and holiness, the
defect will be manifest in his work. He may be mdlde means of conversion, but he
never will help people on to a higher standardpirfitsial life, and when he passes away,
a great deal of his work may pass away too. Butaa mho is separated unto the Holy
Ghost is a man who is given up to say:



"Father, let the Holy Ghost have full dominion ovee, in my home, in my temper, in
every word of my tongue, in every thought of my tea every feeling toward my
fellow men; let the Holy Spirit have entire possess

Is that what has been the longing and the covesfayur heart with your God--to be a
man or a woman separated and given up unto the @bbst? | pray you listen to the
voice of Heaven. "Separate me," said the Holy Ghéss, separatedunto the Holy
Ghost. May God grant that the Word may enter ihi® very depths of our being to
search us, and if we discover that we have not comdrom the world entirely, if God
discovers to us that the self-life, self-will, seKaltation are there, let us humble
ourselves before Him.

Man, woman, brother, sister, you are a worker sgpdrunto the Holy Ghost. Is that
true? Has that been your longing desire? Has thah lyour surrender? Has that been
what you have expected through faith in the poveuo risen and almighty Lord Jesus?
If not, here is the call of faith, and here is #ey of blessingseparated unto the Holy
Ghost God write the word in our hearts!

| said the Holy Spirit spoke to that church as arch capable of doing that work. The
Holy Spirit trusted them. God grant that our chesshour missionary societies, and our
workers' unions, that all our directors and couwehd committees may be men and
women who ardit for the work of separating workers unto the y&8pirit We can ask
God for that too.

Then comes mfifth thought, and it is thisFhis holy partnership with the Holy Spirit in
this work becomes a matter of consciousness aadtioin

These men, what did they do? They set apart PauBamabas, and then it is written of
the two that they, being sent forth by the Holy &haevent down to Seleucia. Oh, what
fellowship! The Holy Spirit in Heaven doing part tife work, men on earth doing the
other part. After the ordination of the men uporttedt is written in God's inspired Word

that they were sent forth by the Holy Ghost.

And see how this partnership calls to new prayerfasting. They had for a certain time
been ministering to the Lord and fasting, perhaggdand the Holy Spirit speaks, and
they have to do the work and to enter into partriprsand at once they come together for
more prayer and fasting. That is the spirit in vahicey obey the command of their Lord.
And that teaches us that it is not only in the beijig of our Christian work, but all along
that we need to have our strength in prayer. Ifeghe one thought with regard to the
Church of Christ, which at times comes to me wikrarhelming sorrow; if there is one
thought in regard to my own life of which | am astead; if there is one thought of which
| feel that the Church of Christ has not accepteand not grasped it; if there is one
thought which makes me pray to God: "Oh, teachyuBHy grace, new things"--it is the



WONDERFUL POWER THAT PRAYER IS MEANT TO HAVE
in the kingdom. We have so little availed ourseloEs.

We have all read the expression of Christian inyBu's great work, when he found he
had the key in his breast that should unlock thegdon. We have the key that can
unlock the dungeon of atheism and of heathendor. &u we are far more occupied
with our work than we are with prayer. We believerenin speaking to men than we
believe in speaking to God. Learn from these me tine work which the Holy Ghost
commands must call us to new fasting and prayemgete separation from the spirit and
the pleasures of the world, to new consecratioBdd and to His fellowship. Those men
gave themselves up to fasting and prayer, andalliour ordinary Christian work there
were more prayer, there would be more blessinguinaon inner life. If we felt and
proved and testified to the world that our onlyestith lay in keeping every minute in
contact with Christ, every minute allowing God t@nw in us--if that were our spirit,
would not, by the grace of God, our lives be h@ligvould not they be more abundantly
fruitful?

I hardly know a more solemn warning in God's Wdrant that which we find in the third
chapter of Galatians, where Paul asked:

"Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made pétbgcthe flesh?"

Do you understand what that means? A terrible damg€hristian work, just as in a
Christian life that is begun with much prayer, begu the Holy Spirit, is that it may be
gradually shunted off on to the lines of the fleashd the word comes: "Having begun in
the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the fledhthe time of our first perplexity and
helplessness we prayed much to God, and God ardveere@ God blessed, and our
organization became perfected, and our band of everkecame large; but gradually the
organization and the work and the rush have smtpkssession of us that the power of
the Spirit, in which we began when we were a seihpany, has almost been lost. Oh, |
pray you, note it well! It was with new prayer afadting, with more prayer and fasting,
that this company of disciples carried out the c@mdhof the Holy Ghost, "My soul,
wait thou only upon God." That is our highest anostimportant work. The Holy Spirit
comes in answer to believing prayer.

You know when the exalted Jesus had ascended tibrihvee, for ten days the footstool
of the throne was the place where His waiting giesi cried to Him. And that is the law
of the kingdom--the King upon the throne, the setvaipon the footstool. May God find
us there unceasingly!

Then comes th&ast thought-What a wonderful blessing comes when the Holy Gkost
allowed to lead and to direct the work, and wheis tarried on in obedience to Him!

You know the story of the mission on which Barnabag Saul were sent out. You know
what power there was with them. The Holy Ghost s, and they went on from place



to place with large blessing. The Holy Ghost wasrtkeader further on. You recollect
how it was by the Spirit that Paul was hinderednfrgoing again into Asia, and was led
away over to Europe. Oh, the blessing that respesh uhat little company of men, and
upon their ministry unto the Lord!

| pray you, let us learn to believe that God hddessing for us. The Holy Ghost, into
whose hands God has put the work, has been caliedeXecutive of the Holy Trinity."
The Holy Ghost has not only power, but He has thieitSf love. He is brooding over
this dark world and every sphere of work in it, ane is willing to bless. And why is
there not more blessing? There can be but one ansiehave not honored the Holy
Ghost as we should have done. Is there one wheaathat that is not true? Is not every
thoughtful heart ready to cry: "God forgive me thhtive not honored the Holy Spirit as
| should have done, that | have grieved Him, tHzue allowed self and the flesh and my
own will to work where the Holy Ghost should haweh honored! May God forgive me
that | have allowed self and the flesh and the adgilually to have the place that God
wanted the Holy Ghost to have."”

Oh, the sin is greater than we know! No wonder thate is so much feebleness and
failure in the Church of Christ!

Peter's Repentance

"And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. AnceiPetmembered the word of the
Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cockvcrtou shalt deny me thrice. And
Peter went out, and wept bittetliyuke 22:61-62

That was the turning-point in the history of Pet@nrist had said to him: "Thou canst not
follow me now." Peter was not in a fit state toldal Christ, because he had not been
brought to an end of himself; he did not know hilhsend he therefore could not follow
Christ. But when he went out and wept bitterly,ntheame the great change. Christ
previously said to him: "When thou art convertettersgthen thy brethren." Here is the
point where Peter was converted from self to Christ

| thank God for the story of Peter. | do not knowan in the Bible who gives us greater
comfort. When we look at his character, so fulfafures, and at what Christ made him
by the power of the Holy Ghost, there is hope f@rg one of us. But remember, before
Christ could fill Peter with the Holy Spirit and keaa new man of him, he had to go out
and weep bitterly; he had to be humbled. If we waninderstand this, | think there are
four points that we must look at. First, let uskd@d Peter the devoted disciple of Jesus
next, atPeter as he lived the life of selifien atPeter in his repentan¢a@and last, atvhat
Christ made of Peter by the Holy Spirit



Peter the Devoted Disciple of Christ

Christ called Peter to forsake his nets, and folldim. Peter did it at once, and he
afterward could say rightly to the Lord:

"We have forsaken all and followed thee."

Peter was a man @fbsolute surrenderhe gave up all to follow Jesus. Peter was also a
man ofready obedienceYou remember Christ said to him, "Launch out itite deep,
and let down the net." Peter the fisherman knewetkeere no fish there, for they had
been toiling all night and had caught nothing; betsaid: "At thy word | will let down
the net." He submitted to the word of Jesus. Furthe was a manof great faith When

he saw Christ walking on the sea, he said: "Ldrd,be thou, bid me come unto thee";
and at the voice of Christ he stepped out of tret bad walked upon the water.

And Peter was a man epiritual insight When Christ asked the disciples: "Whom do ye
say that | am?" Peter was able to answer: "ThotharChrist, the Son of the living God."
And Christ said: "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjdioa;flesh and blood hath not revealed
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.dABhrist spoke of him as the rock man,
and of his having the keys of the kingdom. Petes waplendid man, a devoted disciple
of Jesus, and if he were living nowadays, everyooald say that he was an advanced
Christian. And yet how much there was wanting itePe

Peter Living the Life of Self

You recollect that just after Christ had said tmhiFlesh and blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven," Glrégan to speak about His sufferings,
and Peter dared to say: "Be it far from thee, Ldhis shall not be unto thee." Then
Christ had to say:

"Get thee behind me, Satan; for thou savorestheothings that be of God, but those that
be of men."

There was Peter in his self-will, trusting his owisdom, and actually forbidding Christ
to go and die. Whence did that come? Peter trusteonself and his own thoughts about
divine things. We see later on, more than once, @dnaong the disciples there was a
guestioning who should be the greatest, and Peterowe of them, and he thought he had
a right to the very first place. He sought his dvamor even above the others. It was the
life of self strong in Peter. He had left his boatsl his nets, but not his old self.

When Christ had spoken to him about His sufferiragg] said: "Get thee behind me,
Satan,"” He followed it up by saying: "If any manllwdome after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me."rhen can follow Him unless he do that.
Self must be utterly denied. What does that meah@nAPeter denied Christ, we read
that he said three times: "l do not know the mam'gther words: "I have nothing to do
with Him; He and | are no friends; | deny having/aonnection with Him." Christ told



Peter that he must deny self. Self must be ignaed,its every claim rejected. That is
the root of true discipleship; but Peter did notlenstand it, and could not obey it. And
what happened? When the last night came, Chrdttsdiim:

"Before the cock crow twice thou shalt deny mecifi

But with what self-confidence Peter said: "Thougjirshould forsake thee, yet will not I.
| am ready to go with thee, to prison and to déath.

Peter meant it honestly, and Peter really interidetb it; but Peter did not know himself.
He did not believe he was as bad as Jesus said$ie w

We perhaps think of individual sins that come bemvas and God, but what are we to do
with that self-life which is all unclean, our vemgture? What are we to do with that flesh
that is entirely under the power of sin? Delivemfiom that is what we need. Peter
knew it not, and therefore it was that in his sElfifidence he went forth and denied his
Lord.

Notice how Christ uses that wodénytwice. He said to Peter the first tim&eny self;
He said to Peter the second tim&h6u wilt deny mé It is either of the two. There is no
choice for us; we must either deny self or denyisEhiThere are two great powers
fighting each other - the self-nature in the powaksin, and Christ in the power of God.
Either of these must rule within us.

It was self that made the Devil. He was an angébad, but he wanted to exalt self. He
became a Devil in Hall. Self was the cause of #leof man. Eve wanted something for
herself, and so our first parents fell into all theetchedness of sin. We their children
have inherited an awful nature of sin.

Peter's Repentance

Peter denied his Lord thrice, and then the Lordkéaoupon him; and that look of Jesus
broke the heart of Peter, and all at once thereegep before him the terrible sin that he
had committed, the terrible failure that had coare the depth into which he had fallen,
and "Peter went out and wept bitterly."

Oh! who can tell what that repentance must haveb&xuring the following hours of
that night, and the next day, when he saw Christited and buried, and the next day,
the Sabbath - oh, in what hopeless despair andeshammust have spent that day!

"My Lord is gone, my hope is gone, and | denied lroyd. After that life of love, after
that blessed fellowship of three years, | denieduargl. God have mercy upon me!"

| do not think we can realize into what a deptthomiliation Peter sank then. But that
was the turning point and the change; and on teeday of the week Christ was seen of
Peter, and in the evening He met him with the athieater on at the Lake of Galilee He



asked him: "Lovest thou me?" until Peter was maate sy the thought that the Lord
reminded him of having denied Him thrice; and saidorrow, but in uprightness:

"Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest th&iue thee."
Peter Transformed

Now Peter was prepared for deliverance from sefd, that is my last thought. You know
Christ took him with others to the footstool of ttieone, and bade them wait there; and
then on the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit caané, Peter was a changed man. | do not
want you to think only of the change in Peter,hattboldness, and that power, and that
insight into the Scriptures, and that blessing wittich he preached that day. Thank God
for that. But there was something for Peter de@per better. Peter's whole nature was
changed. The work that Christ began in Peter wherodked upon him, was perfected
when he was filled with the Holy Ghost.

If you want to see that, read the First Epistl@efer. You know wherein Peter's failings
lay. When he said to Christ, in effect: "Thou newanst suffer; it cannot be" - it showed
he had not a conception of what it was to pasautiiraleath into life. Christ saidDény
thyself" and in spite of that he denied his Lord. Whenig€hvarned him: "Thou shalt
deny me," and he insisted that he never would,rP#tewed how little he understood
what there was in himself. But when | read his tpiand hear him say: "If ye be
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are yethi® Spirit of God and of glory resteth
upon you," then | say that it is not the old Petart that is the very Spirit of Christ
breathing and speaking within him.

| read again how he says: "Hereunto ye are calteduffer, even as Christ suffered.” |
understand what a change had come over Peteradthefedenying Christ, he found joy

and pleasure in having self denied and crucifiedi gimen up to the death. And therefore
it is in the Acts we read that, when he was cdilefibre the Council, he could boldly say:
"We must obey God rather than men," and that héddo@turn with the other disciples

and rejoice that they were counted worthy to suffeChrist's name.

You remember his self-exaltation; but now he hamébout that "the ornament of a meek
and quiet spirit is in the sight of God of greater' Again he tells us to be "subject one
to another, and be clothed with humility."

Dear friend, | beseech you, look at Peter utteHgnged - the self-pleasing, the self-
trusting, the self-seeking Peter, full of sin, d¢oually getting into trouble, foolish and

impetuous, but now filled with the Spirit and tlie lof Jesus. Christ had done it for him
by the Holy Ghost.

And now, what is my object in having thus very Byigointed to the story of Peter?
That story must be the history of every believeovidireally to be made a blessing by
God. That story is a prophecy of what everyonereagive from God in Heaven.



Now let us just glance hurriedly at what thesedasdeach us.

Thefirst lessonis this - You may be a very earnest, godly, davdieliever, in whom the
power of the flesh is yet very strong.

That is a very solemn truth. Peter, before he def@lrist, had cast out devils and had
healed the sick; and yet the flesh had power, hadl¢sh had room in him. Oh, beloved,
we want to realize that it is just because thersoisnuch of that self-life in us that the
power of God cannot work in us as mightily as Gowilling that it should work. Do you
realize that the great God is longing to double Blsssing, to give tenfold blessing
through us? But there is something hindering Himd #ghat something is a proof of
nothing but the self-life. We talk about the priofePeter, and the impetuosity of Peter,
and the self-confidence of Peter. It all rootedthat one word, self. Christ had said,
"Deny self," and Peter had never understood, andrngbeyed; and every failing came
out of that.

What a solemn thought, and what an urgent pleagdo cry: O God, do discover this to
us, that none of us may be living the self-lifeh#is happened to many a one who had
been a Christian for years, who had perhaps ocdupiprominent position, that God
found him out and taught him to find himself outdéhe became utterly ashamed, falling
down broken before God. Oh, the bitter shame anmdwoand pain and agony that came
to him, until at last he found that there was dsfance! Peter went out and wept bitterly,
and there may be many a godly one in whom the pohre flesh still rules.

How was it that Peter, the carnal Peter, self-dilReter, Peter with the strong self-love,
ever became a man of Pentecost and the writersoépistle? It was because Christ had
him in charge, and Christ watched over him, andis€haught and blessed him. The

warnings that Christ had given him were part of titaening; and last of all there came

that look of love. In His suffering Christ did niarget him, but turned round and looked

upon him, and "Peter went out and wept bitterlyridAthe Christ who led Peter to

Pentecost is waiting today to take charge of eweyrt that is willing to surrender itself

to Him.

Are there not some saying: "Ah! that is the misti@h me; it is always the self-life,
and self-comfort, and self-consciousness, andptetfsing, and self-will; how am | to get
rid of it?"

My answer is: It is Christ Jesus who can rid yout,ofone else but Christ Jesus can give
deliverance from the power of self. And what doesdsk you to do? He asks that you
should humble yourself before Him.



Impossible With Man, Possible With God

"And he said, The things which are impossible witbn are possible with God"-- Luke
18:27

Christ had said to the rich young ruler, "Sellthit thou hast . . . and come, follow me."”
The young man went away sorrowful. Christ thenedrto the disciples, and said: "How
hardly shall they that have riches enter into timgd#om of God!" The disciples, we read,
were greatly astonished, and answered: "If it igléficult to enter the kingdom, who,
then, can be saved?" And Christ gave this blesssdex:

"The things which are impossible with men are gaesiith God."

The text contains two thoughts -- thatreligion, in the question of salvation and of
following Christ by a holy life, it is impossiblerfman to do itAnd then alongside that is
the thought -What is impossible with man is possible with God

The two thoughts mark the two great lessons that Ina& to learn in the religious life. It
often takes a long time to learn the first lesgbat in religion man can do nothing, that
salvation is impossible to man. And often a mamngdhat, and yet he does not learn the
second lesson -- what has been impossible to hipossible with God. Blessed is the
man who learns both lessons! The learning of thearkenstages in the Christian's life.

1.

The one stage is when a man is trying to do hiostrand fails, when a man tries to do
better and fails again, when a man tries much rantealways fails. And yet very often
he does not even then learn the les¥gith man it is impossible to serve God and Christ
Peter spent three years in Christ's school, antefier learned thalt is impossible until

he had denied his Lord and went out and wept hitt€hen he learned it.

Just look for a moment at a man who is learning késon. At first he fights against it;
then he submits to it, but reluctantly and in dasga last he accepts it willingly and
rejoices in it. At the beginning of the Christiafe lthe young convert has no conception
of this truth. He has been converted, he has thefiehe Lord in his heart, he begins to
run the race and fight the battle; he is sure meccaquer, for he is earnest and honest,
and God will help him. Yet, somehow, very soon &iésfwhere he did not expect it, and
sin gets the better of him. He is disappointed;Hauthinks: "I was not watchful enough, |
did not make my resolutions strong enough." Andraba vows, and again he prays, and
yet he fails. He thought: "Am | not a regeneratenthiélave | not the life of God within
me?" And he thinks again: "Yes, and | have Chaddiglp me, | can live the holy life."

At a later period he comes to another state of mitel begins to see such a life is
impossible, but he does not accept it. There adétodes of Christians who come to this
point: "I cannot”; and then think God never expddteem to do what they cannot do. If



you tell them that God does expect it, it appeargshem a mystery. A good many
Christians are living a low life, a life of failurend of sin, instead of rest and victory,
because they began to see: "I cannot, it is imples$iAnd yet they do not understand it
fully, and so, under the impression, | cannot, the way to despair. They will do their
best, but they never expect to get on very far.

But God leads His children on to a third stage, wwaeman comes to take thit,is
impossiblein its full truth, and yet at the same time sdysust do it, and | will do it - it
is impossible for man, and yet | must do it"; whika renewed will begins to exercise its
whole power, and in intense longing and prayer ieegp cry to God: "Lord, what is the
meaning of this? -- how am | to be freed from tbaver of sin?"

It is the state of the regenerate man in Romai$hé&te you will find the Christian man
trying his very utmost to live a holy life. Godaa has been revealed to him as reaching
down into the very depth of the desires of the fh@ad the man can dare to say:

"l delight in the law of God after the inward maro will what is good is present with
me. My heart loves the law of God, and my will lslssen that law."

Can a man like that fail, with his heart full oflight in God's law and with his will
determined to do what is right? Yes. That is whaim@ns 7 teaches us. There is
something more needed. Not only must | delighhimlaw of God after the inward man,
and will what God wills, but | need a divine omnigoce to work it in me. And that is
what the apostle Paul teaches in Philippians 2:13:

"It is God which worketh in you, both to will and ¢o."

Note the contrast. In Romans 7, the regeneratesangs1 "To will is present with me, but

to do -- | find | cannot do. | will, but I cannoegdorm.” But in Philippians 2, you have a
man who has been led on farther, a man who undeisthat when God has worked the
renewed will, God will give the power to accompligihat that will desires. Let us

receive this as

the first great lesson in the spiritual life:

"It is impossible for me, my God; let there be aw ®f the flesh and all its powers, an
end of self, and lot it be my glory to be helpléss.

Praise God for the divine teaching that makes (sédss!

When you thought of absolute surrender to God wene not brought to an end of
yourself, and to feel that you could see how yawalty could live as a man absolutely
surrendered to God every moment of the day -- at yable, in your house, in your
business, in the midst of trials and temptationpfPaly you learn the lesson now. If you
felt you could not do it, you are on the right rpdd/ou let yourselves be led. Accept that
position, and maintain it before God: "My heartsside and delight, O God, is absolute



surrender, but | cannot perform it. It is impossilidr me to live that life. It is beyond
me." Fall down and learn that when you are uttbdipless, God will come to work in
you not only to will, but also to do.

2.

Now comes the second lesson. "The things whichrapessible with merare possible
with God"

| said a little while ago that there is many a nvamo has learned the lessad,is
impossible with menand then he gives up in helpless despair, ares lav wretched
Christian life, without joy, or strength, or victorAnd why? Because he does not humble
himself to learn that other lessafvith God all things are possible

Your religious life is every day to be a proof thabd works impossibilities; your
religious life is to be a series of impossibilitiesade possible and actual by God's
almighty power. That is what the Christian needs. lths an almighty God that he
worships, and he must learn to understand thatobe dot need a little of God's power,
but he needs - -with reverence be it said -- thelevbf God's omnipotence to keep him
right, and to live like a Christian.

The whole of Christianity is a work of God's omrgace. Look at the birth of Christ
Jesus. That was a miracle of divine power, andas said to Mary: "With God nothing
shall be impossible." It was the omnipotence of Gaabk at Christ's resurrection. We
are taught that it was according to the exceediegtgess of His mighty power that God
raised Christ from the dead.

Every tree must grow on the root from which it sgs. An oak tree three hundred years
old grows all the time on the one root from whithad its beginning. Christianity had its
beginning in the omnipotence of God, and in evenyl # must have its continuance in
that omnipotence. All the possibilities of the regtChristian life have their origin in a
new apprehension of Christ's power to work all Gedll in us.

| want to call upon you now to come and worshipbmighty God. Have you learned to
do it? Have you learned to deal so closely with amighty God that you know
omnipotence is working in you? In outward appeagathere is often so little sign of it.
The apostle Paul said: "I was with you in weakreesd in fear and in much trembling,
and . . . my preaching was . . . in demonstratibthe Spirit and of power." From the
human side there was feebleness, from the divide tiere was divine omnipotence.
And that is true of every godly life; and if we wdwnly learn that lesson better, and
give a wholehearted, undivided surrender to itsiweuld learn what blessedness there is
in dwelling every hour and every moment with anighty God. Have you ever studied
in the Bible the attribute of God's omnipotence® ¥aow that it was God's omnipotence
that created the world, and created fight out okless, and created man. But have you
studied God's omnipotence in the works of redemgtio



Look at Abraham. When God called him to be thedathf that people out of which
Christ was to be born, God said to him: "I am Gduohighty, walk before me and be thou
perfect.” And God trained Abraham to trust Him las bmnipotent One; and whether it
was his going out to a land that he knew not, srf&ith as a pilgrim midst the thousands
of Canaanites -- his faith said: This is my lan@dr-whether it was his faith in waiting
twenty-five years for a son in his old age, agaaishope, or whether it was the raising
up of Isaac from the dead on Mount Moriah when hes vgoing to sacrifice him,
Abraham believed God. He was strong in faith, gjviglory to God, because he
accounted Him who had promised able to perform.

The cause of the weakness of your Christian life

is that you want to work it out partly, and to &bd help you. And that cannot be. You
must come to be utterly helpless, to let God warld God will work gloriously.

It is this that we need if we are indeed to be woskfor God. | could go through
Scripture and prove to you how Moses, when he $edel out of Egypt; how Joshua,
when he brought them into the land of Canaan; hwGad's servants in the Old
Testament counted upon the omnipotence of God donpgssibilities. And this God
lives today, and this God is the God of every cloicHis. And yet we are some of us
wanting God to give us a little help while we da best, instead of coming to understand
what God wants, and to say: "l can do nothing. &odt and will do all.” Have you said:
"In worship, in work, in sanctification, in obedmnto God, | can do nothing of myself,
and so my place is to worship the omnipotent God, ta believe that He will work in
me every moment"? Oh, may God teach us this! Git,@od would by His grace show
you what a God you have, and to what a God you lewveusted yourself -- an
omnipotent God, willing with His whole omnipotenteeplace Himself at the disposal of
every child of His! Shall we not take the lessortled Lord Jesus and say: "Amen; the
things which are impossible with men are possikita God"?

Remember what we have said about Peter, his seffdemce, self-power, self-will, and

how he came to deny his Lord. You feel, "Ah! thex¢he self-life, there is the flesh-life

that rules in me!" And now, have you believed tthegre is deliverance from that? Have
you believed that Almighty God is able so to revearist in your heart, so to let the
Holy Spirit rule in you, that the self-life shalbhhave power or dominion over you?
Have you coupled the two together, and with teafrspenitence and with deep

humiliation and feebleness, cried out: "O Godsitmpossible to me; man cannot do it,
but, glory to Thy name, it is possible with God"aue you claimed deliverance? Do it
now. Put yourself afresh in absolute surrender theohands of a God of infinite love;
and as infinite as His love is His power to do it.

But again, we came to the question of absoluteeadsar, and felt that that is the want in
the Church of Christ, and that is why the Holy Ghzennot fill us, and why we cannot
live as people entirely separated unto the Holy sghbat is why the flesh and the self-
life cannot be conquered. We have never underswgbdt it is to be absolutely

surrendered to God as Jesus was. | know that mame aarnestly and honestly says:



"Amen, | accept the message of absolute surremd&ot"; and yet thinks: "Will that
ever be mine? Can | count upon God to make me bnéam it shall be said in Heaven
and on earth and in Hell, he lives in absoluteender to God?" Brother, sister, "the
things which are impossible with men are possibit& @od." Do believe that when He
takes charge of you in Christ, it is possible fawd@o make you a man of absolute
surrender. And God is able to maintain that. Halike to let you rise from bed every
morning of the week with that blessed thought diyeor indirectly: "I am in God's
charge. My God is working out my life for me."

Some are weary of thinking about sanctificationuYway, you have longed and cried for
it, and yet it appeared so far offl The holinessl &umility of Jesus -- you are so
conscious of how distant it is. Beloved friends tine doctrine of sanctification that is
scriptural and real and effectual is: "The thingkick are impossible with men are
possible with God." God can sanctify men, and by &mighty and sanctifying power
every moment God can keep them. Oh, that we mighagtep nearer to our God now!
Oh, that the light of God might shine, and thatmight know our God better!

| could go on to speak about the life of Chrisus-- living like Christ, taking Christ as

our Saviour from sin, and as our life and strengjtlis God in Heaven who can reveal
that in you. What does that prayer of the apostal Bay: "That he would grant you
according to riches of his glory" -- it is sure lte something very wonderful if it is

according to the riches of His glory -- "to be sgthened with might by his Spirit in the
inner man"? Do you not see that it is an omnipo&od working by His omnipotence in

the heart of His believing children, so that Chigah become an indwelling Saviour?
You have tried to grasp it and to seize it, and lyave tried to believe it, and it would not
come. It was because you had not been broughtlieveethat "the things which are

impossible with men are possible with God."

And so, | trust that the word spoken about love haye brought many to see that we
must have an inflowing of love in quite a new wayr heart must be filled with life from
above, from the Fountain of everlasting love, isigoing to overflow all the day; then it
will be just as natural for us to love our fellommas it is natural for the lamb to be
gentle and the wolf to be cruel. Until | am brougihtsuch a state that the more a man
hates and speaks evil of me, the more unlikableusahavable a man is, | shall love him
all the more; until I am brought to such a statg the more the obstacles and hatred and
ingratitude, the more can the power of love triuniphme -- until | am brought to see
that, | am not saying: "It is impossible with meBLt if you have been led to say:

"This message has spoken to me about a love utieglgnd my power; it is absolutely
impossible" -- then we can come to God and says 'fossible with Thee."

Some are crying to God for a great revival. | cap that that is the prayer of my heart
unceasingly. Oh, if God would only revive His belieg people! | cannot think in the
first place of the unconverted formalists of theu@i, or of the infidels and skeptics, or
of all the wretched and perishing around me, mythaays in the first place: "My God,
revive Thy Church and people.” It is not for nothithat there are in thousands of hearts



yearnings after holiness and consecration: itfe@erunner of God's power. God wottks
will and then He works to do. These yearnings are @esstand a proof that God has
workedto will. Oh, let us in faith believe that the omnipotewtdGvill work to doamong
His people more than we can ask. "Unto him," Paid,s'who is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think. . .tounm be glory.” Let our hearts say that.
Glory to God, the omnipotent One, who can do abwvat we dare to ask or think!

"The things which are impossible with men are gaeswith God." All around you there
is a world of sin and sorrow, and the Devil is theBut remember, Christ is on the
throne, Christ is stronger, Christ has conquered, @hrist will conquer. But wait on
God. My text casts us down: "The things which argossible with mén but it
ultimately lifts us up high -- "arpossible with God Get linked to God. Adore and trust
Him as the omnipotent One, not only for your owie,libut for all the souls that are
entrusted to you. Never pray without adoring Hisnguotence, saying:Mighty God, |
claim Thine almightiness And the answer to the prayer will come, and |Aeraham
you will become strong in faith, giving glory to @decause you account Him who hath
promised able to perform.

O Wretched Mami hatl Am!

O wretched man that | am! who shall deliver me ftbebody of this death? | thank God
through Jesus Christ our LordRomans 7:24-25

You know the wonderful place that this text hashe wonderful epistle to the Romans.
It stands here at the end of the seventh chaptreagateway into the eighth. In the first
sixteen verses of the eighth chapter the nameeoHibly Spirit is found sixteen times;
you have there the description and promise ofifeehat a child of God can live in the
power of the Holy Ghost. This begins in the seceoeide: "The law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law o&isthdeath." From that Paul goes on to
speak of the great privileges of the child of Gatho is to be led by the Spirit of God.
The gateway into all this is in the twenty-fourttrse of the seventh chapter:

"O wretched man that | am!"

There you have the words of a man who has comeet@nd of himself. He has in the
previous verses described how he had struggledvaestled in his own power to obey
the holy law of God, and had failed. But in anstzehis own question he now finds the
true answer and cries out: "l thank God throughugeshrist our Lord." From that he
goes on to speak of what that deliverance is tadtds found.

I want from these words to describe the path byctvlai man can be led out of the spirit
of bondage into the spirit of liberty. You know halistinctly it is said: "Ye have not

received the spirit of bondage again to fear." W @ntinually warned that this is the
great danger of the Christian life, to go agaim ibbndage; and | want to describe the



path by which a man can get out of bondage intogtbgous liberty of the children of
God. Rather, | want to describe the man himself.

First, these words are the language of a regenerate seaand of animpotentman;
third, of awretchedman; andourth, of a maron the borders of complete liberty

In the first place, then, we have here
The Words of a Regenerate Man

There is much evidence of regeneration from thetéemth verse of the chapter on to the
twenty-third. "It is no more | that do it, but dimat dwelleth in me": that is the language
of a regenerate man, a man who knows that his hedrhature have been renewed, and
that sin is now a power in him that is not hims#élfdelight in the law of the Lord after
the inward man": that again is the language ofgemerate man. He dares to say when he
does evil: "It is no more | that do it, but sin thisvelleth in me." It is of great importance
to understand this.

In the first two great sections of the epistle, IPdeals with justification and
sanctification. In dealing with justification, hayls the foundation of the doctrine in the
teaching about sin, not in the singular sin, butthe plural, sins -- the actual
transgressions. In the second part of the fifthptdrahe begins to deal with sin, not as
actual transgression, but as a power. Just imaghat a loss it would have been to us if
we had not this second half of the seventh chayténe Epistle to the Romans, if Paul
had omitted in his teaching this vital questioriref sinfulness of the believer. We should
have missed the question we all want answered a&ntin the believer. What is the
answer? The regenerate man is one in whom théasllbeen renewed, and who can say:
"l delight in the law of God after the inward man."

But secondlyThe regenerate man is also
An Impotent Man

Here is the great mistake made by many Christi@plpe they think that when there is a
renewed will, it is enough; but that is not theecabhis regenerate man tells uswill to
do what is good, buhe power to performfind not." How often people tell us that if you
set yourself determinedly, you can perform what weill! But this man was as
determined as any man can be, and yet he madetifiession: "To will is present with
me; but how to perform that which is good, | finat.f

But, you ask: "How is it God makes a regenerate attar such a confession, with a right
will, with a heart that longs to do good, and lot@slo its very utmost to love God?"

Let us look at this question. What has God giveouwrswill for? Had the angels who fell,
in their own will, the strength to stand? Verily.nhe will of the creature is nothing but
an empty vessel in which the power of God is tartagle manifest. The creature must



seek in God all that it is to be. You have it ir thecond chapter of the epistle to the
Philippians, and you have it here also, that Gad'k is to work in us both twill and to
do of His good pleasure. Here is a man who appeasayn"God has not worked tiw in
me." But we are taught that God works both to waitid to do. How is the apparent
contradiction to be reconciled?

You will find that in this passage (Romans 7:6-#% name of the Holy Spirit does not
occur once, nor does the name of Christ occur. mhge is wrestling and struggling to
fulfill God's law. Instead of the Holy Spirit and Ghrist, the law is mentioned nearly
twenty times. In this chapter, it shows a beliesteing his very best to obey the law of
God with his regenerate will. Not only this; butwwill find the little words, "I", "me",
"my", occur more than forty times. It is the regexte "I" in its impotence seeking to
obey the law without being filled with the Spirithis is the experience of almost every
saint. After conversion a man begins to do his,bestl he fails; but if we are brought
into the full light, we need fail no longer. Noreatewe fail at all if we have received the
Spirit in His fullness at conversion.

God allows that failure that the regenerate mamlshioe taught his own utter impotence.
It is in the course of this struggle that there esrto us this sense of our utter sinfulness.
It is God's way of dealing with us. He allows than to strive to fulfill the law that, as
he strives and wrestles, he may be brought to ‘them a regenerate child of God, but |
am utterly helpless to obey His law." See whatrgjravords are used all through the
chapter to describe this condition: "I am carnaldsinder sin”; "l see another law in my
members bringing me into captivity”; and last df &b wretched man that | am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?" Thadiever who bows here in deep
contrition is utterly unable to obey the law of God

But thirdly: Not only is the man who makes this confession an@gte and impotent
man, but he is also

A Wretched Man

He is utterly unhappy and miserable; and what ikat makes him so utterly miserable?
It is because God has given him a nature that IdViesself. He is deeply wretched

because he feels he is not obeying his God. He sétysbrokenness of heart: "It is not |

that do it, but I am under the awful power of sifich is holding me down. It is I, and

yet not I. alas! alas! it is myself; so closely &hound up with it, and so closely is it

intertwined with my very nature." Blessed be Godcewla man learns to say: "O wretched
man that | am!" from the depth of his heart. H®isthe way to the eighth chapter of
Romans.

There are many who make this confession a pillowsfo. They say that Paul had to
confess his weakness and helplessness in thiswet, are they that they should try to
do better? So the call to holiness is quietly setea Would God that every one of us had
learned to say these words in the very spirit incWvithey are written here! When we hear
sin spoken of as the abominable thing that Godshdte not many of us wince before the



word? Would that all Christians who go on sinnimgl &inning would take this verse to

heart. If ever you utter a sharp word say: "O wrett man that | am!" And every time

you lose your temper, kneel down and understanditthrever was meant by God that
this was to be the state in which His child shaelshain. Would God that we would take

this word into our daily life, and say it every Bmve are touched about our own honor,
and every time we say sharp things, and every timesin against the Lord God, and
against the Lord Jesus Christ in His humility, andHis obedience, and in His self-

sacrifice! Would to God you could forget everythiglge, and cry out: "O wretched man
that | am! who shall deliver me from the body aktteath?"

Why should you say this whenever you commit sin@aBse it is when a man is brought
to this confession that deliverance is at hand.

And remember it was not only the sense of beingoient and taken captive that made
him wretched, but it was above all the sense afisgiagainst his God. The law was
doing its work, making sin exceeding sinful in sight. The thought of continually
grieving God became utterly unbearable - it was trbught forth the piercing cry: "O
wretched man!" As long as we talk and reason abouimpotence and our failure, and
only try to find out what Romans 7 means, it wilbfit us but little; but when once every
sin gives new intensity to the sense of wretchesiresd we feel our whole state as one
of not only helplessness, but actual exceedingiiags, we shall be pressed not only to
ask: "Who shall deliver us?" but to cry: "I thankd@through Jesus Christ my Lord."

Fourthly: When a man comes here he is
On the Very Brink of Deliverance.

The man has tried to obey the beautiful law of Géel.has loved it, he has wept over his
sin, he has tried to conquer, he has tried to @mecfault after fault, but every time he
has ended in failure.

What did he mean by "the body of this death"? Badrirean, my body when | die? Verily
no. In the eighth chapter you have the answerisogirestion in the words: "If ye through
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, yellslhae." That is the body of death from
which he is seeking deliverance.

And now he is on the brink of deliverance! In theemty-third verse of the seventh
chapter we have the words: "I see another law immagnbers, warring against the law of
my mind, and bringing me inteaptivity to the law of sin which is in my members." It is
a captivethat cries: "O wretched man that | am! who shalivér me from the body of
this death?" He is a man who feels himself bound.|80k to the contrast in the second
verse of the eighth chapter: "The law of the Spifitife in Christ Jesus hattmade me
freefrom the law of sin and death.” That is the detwee through Jesus Christ our Lord;
theliberty to the captive which the Spirit brings. Can yoegkeaptive any longer a man
made free by the "law of the Spirit of life in Cétrdesus™?



But you say, the regenerate man, had not he thé 8pdesus when he spoke in the sixth
chapter? Yedyut he did not know what the Holy Spirit could doHim

God does not work by His Spirit as He works by iadfforce in nature. He leads His
people on as reasonable, intelligent beings, aektbre when He wants to give us that
Holy Spirit whom He has promised, He brings ug tiesthe end of self, to the conviction
that though we have been striving to obey the laehave failed. When we have come
to the end of that, then He shows us that in théy HEpirit we have the power of
obedience, the power of victory, and the poweeeaf holiness.

God works towill, and He is ready to worko da but, alas! many Christians
misunderstand this. They think because they haweaih, it is enough, and that now they
are able to do. This is not so. The new will iseanpanent gift, an attribute of the new
nature. The power to do is not a permanent gift,nbwst be each moment received from
the Holy Spirit. It is the man who is conscioofshis own impotence as a belieweho
will learn that by the Holy Spirihe can live a holy lifeThis man is on the brink of that
great deliverance; the way has been prepared éoglttrious eighth chapter. | now ask
this solemn question: Where are you living? Isithwou, "O wretched man that | am!
who shall deliver me?" with now and then a littkperience of the power of the Holy
Spirit? or is it, "I thank God through Jesus Chridte law of the Spirit hath set me free
from the law of sin and of death"?

What the Holy Spirit does is to give the victor¥f. ye through the Spirit do mortify the
deeds of the flesh, ye shall live." It is the H@#ost who does this -- the third Person of
the Godhead. He it is who, when the heart is opevidd to receive Him, comes in and
reigns there, and mortifies the deeds of the bddy,by day, hour by hour, and moment
by moment.

I want to bring this to a point. Remember, deaerfd, what we need is to come to
decision and action. There are in Scripture twoy\different sorts of Christians. The
Bible speaks irRomansCorinthiansand Galatiansabout yielding to the flesh; and that
is the life of tens of thousands of believers. tkir lack of joy in the Holy Ghost, and
their lack of the liberty He gives, is just owirgthe flesh. The Spirit is within them, but
the flesh rules the life. To be led by the SpifiGmd is what they need. Would God that |
could make every child of His realize what it me#émst the everlasting God has given
His dear Son, Christ Jesus, to watch over you estayy and that what you have to do is
to trust; and that the work of the Holy Spirit isgnable you every moment to remember
Jesus, and to trust Him! The Spirit has come tpkee link with Him unbroken every
moment. Praise God for the Holy Ghost! We are smustomed to think of the Holy
Spirit as a luxury, for special times, or for s@deninisters and men. But the Holy Spirit
is necessary for every believer, every moment efdély. Praise God you have Him, and
that He gives you the full experience of the debwee in Christ, as He makes you free
from the power of sin.

Who longs to have the power and the liberty of oy Spirit? Oh, brother, bow before
God in one final cry of despair:



"O God, must | go on sinning this way forever? \dmall deliver me, O wretched man
that | am! from the body of this death?"

Are you ready to sink before God in that cry aneksthe power of Jesus to dwell and
work in you? Are you ready to say: "l thank Godbtigh Jesus Christ"?

What good does it do that we go to church or attemalventions, that we study our
Bibles and pray, unless our lives are filled witle Holy Spirit? That is what God wants;
and nothing else will enable us to live a life ofyer and peace. You know that when a
minister or parent is using the catechism, whenestijon is asked an answer is expected.
Alas! how many Christians are content with the ¢joasput here: "O wretched man that
I am! who shall deliver me from the body of thisat&" but never give the answer.
Instead of answering, they are silent. Insteadchging: "l thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord," they are forever repeating the questiothout the answer. If you want the
path to the full deliverance of Christ, and theetily of the Spirit, the glorious liberty of
the children of God, take it through the seventhptér of Romans; and then say: "l thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord." Be not contememain ever groaning, but say: "I,
a wretched man, thank God, through Jesus Chrign Bwugh | do not see it all, | am
going to praise God."

There is deliverance, there is the liberty of tr@ySpirit. The kingdom of God "joy in
the Holy Ghost."

Having Begun in the Spirit

The words from which | wish to address you, yod fuid in the epistle to the Galatians,
the third chapter, the third verse; let us readsbeond verse also: "This only would |
learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the workshe law, or by the hearing of faith?
Are ye so foolish?" And then comes my text -- "Heybegun in the Spirit, are ye now
made perfect by the flesh?"

When we speak of the quickening or the deepeninfeistrengthening of the spiritual
life, we are thinking of something that is feeblelavrong and sinful; and it is a great
thing to take our place before God with the corness

"Oh, God, our spiritual life is not what it should!"

May God work that in your heart, reader.

As we look round about on the church we see so nradigations of feebleness and of
failure, and of sin, and of shortcoming, that we eompelled to ask: Why is it? Is there

any necessity for the church of Christ to be livingsuch a low state? Or is it actually
possible that God's people should be living alwayke joy and strength of their God?



Every believing heart must answer: It is possible.

Then comes the great question: Why is it, how is lte accounted for, that God's church
as a whole is so feeble, and that the great mgjofiChristians are not living up to their
privileges? There must be a reason for it. Has @udjiven Christ His Almighty Son to
be the Keeper of every believer, to make Christ\ar-present reality, and to impart and
communicate to us all that we have in Christ? Gagldiven His Son, and God has given
His Spirit. How is it that believers do not live tgtheir privileges?

We find in more than one of the epistles a vergisw answer to that question. There are
epistles, such as the first to the Thessaloniam&revPaul writes to the Christians, in
effect: "I want you to grow, to abound, to increasere and more." They were young,
and there were things lacking in their faith, bugit state was so far satisfactory, and
gave him great joy, and he writes time after tifthgaray God that you may abound more
and more; | write to you to increase more and mdset there are other epistles where
he takes a very different tone, especially the tigsisto the Corinthians and to the
Galatians, and he tells them in many different wapsit the one reason was, that they
were not living as Christians ought to live; mangrevunder the power of the flesh. My
text is one example. He reminds them that by tkeagring of faith they had received the
Holy Spirit. He had preached Christ to them; they faccepted that Christ, and had
received the Holy Spirit in power. But what happ#hélaving begun in the Spirit, they
tried to perfect the work that the Spirit had beguthe flesh by their own effort. We find
the same teaching in the epistle to the Corinthians

Now, we have here a solemn discovery of what tleatgvant is in the church, of Christ.
God has called the church of Christ to live in plogver of the Holy Spirit, and the church
is living for the most part in the power of humaesh, and of will and energy and effort
apart from the Spirit of God. | doubt not that theitthe case with many individual
believers; and oh, if God will use me to give yomassage from Him, my one message
will be this: "If the church will return to acknoadige that the Holy Spirit is her strength
and her help, and if the church will return to giyeeverything, and wait upon God to be
filled with the Spirit, her days of beauty and gilads will return, and we shall see the
glory of God revealed among us.” This is my messagwery individual believer:

"Nothing will help you unless you come to understémat you must live every day under
the power of the Holy Ghost."

God wants you to be a living vessel in whom the @owf the Spirit is to be manifested
every hour and every moment of your life, and Gatemable you to be that.

Now let us try to learn that this word to the Gala$ teaches us -- some very simple
thoughts. It shows us how (1he beginning of the Christian life is receivinge thloly
Spirit. It shows us (2yvhat great danger there is of forgetting that we &o live by the
Spirit, and not live after the flesh. It shows usV@at are the fruits and the proofs of our
seeking perfection in the fleshnd then it suggests to us (e way of deliverance from
this state



Receiving the Holy Spirit

First of all, Paul says:Having begun in the Spirit Remember, the apostle not only
preached justification by faith, but he preacheshething more. He preached this -- the
epistle is full of it -- that justified men cannbtve but by the Holy Spirit, and that
therefore God gives to every justified man the Hgbyrit to seal him. The apostle says to
them in effect more than once:

"How did you receive the Holy Spirit? Was it by tpeeaching of the law, or by the
preaching of faith?"

He could point back to that time when there hadnbaemighty revival under his
teaching. The power of God had been manifested tlend>alatians were compelled to
confess:

"Yes, we have got the Holy Ghost: accepting CHristfaith, by faith we received the
Holy Spirit."

Now, it is to be feared that there are many Clamstiwho hardly know that when they
believed, they received the Holy Ghost. A great yn@hristians can say: "l received
pardon and | received peace." But if you were tothem: "Have you received the Holy
Ghost?" they would hesitate, and many, if they wexesay Yes, would say it with

hesitation; and they would tell you that they harkihew what it was, since that time, to
walk in the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us trycdatake hold of this great truth: The
beginning of the true Christian life is to receie Holy Ghost. And the work of every
Christian minister is that which was the work oluPa to remind his people that they
received the Holy Ghost, and must live accordingli®guidance and in His power.

If those Galatians who received the Holy Spiritpiower were tempted to go astray by
that terrible danger of perfecting in the flesh whad been begun in the Spirit, how
much more danger do those Christians run who handdy know that they have received
the Holy Spirit, or who, if they know it as a mattd belief, hardly ever think of it and
hardly ever praise God for it!

Neglecting the Holy Spirit
But now look, in the second place tla¢ great danger

You all know what shunting is on a railway. A locotive with its train may be run in a
certain direction, and the points at some place nmyoe properly opened or closed, and
unobservingly it is shunted off to the right or ttee left. And if that takes place, for
instance, on a dark night, the train goes in thengrdirection, and the people might
never know it until they have gone some distance.

And just so God gives Christians the Holy Spirithwihis intention, that every day all
their life should be lived in the power of the $ipiA man cannot live one hour a godly



life unless by the power of the Holy Ghost. He nhag a proper, consistent life, as
people call it, an irreproachable life, a life aftwe and diligent service; but to live a life
acceptable to God, in the enjoyment of God's sawand God's love, to live and walk
in the power of the new life -- he cannot do itasd he be guided by the Holy Spirit
every day and every hour.

But now listen to the danger. The Galatians recktthie Holy Ghost, but what was begun
by the Spirit they tried to perfect in the flestow® They fell back again under Judaizing
teachers who told them they must be circumciseeyTiegan to seek their religion in

external observances. And so Paul uses that expmeabout those teachers who had
them circumcised, that "they sought to glory initflesh.”

You sometimes hear the expression useligious flesh What is meant by that? It is
simply an expression made to give utterance tottlosght: My human nature and my
human will and my human effort can be very activereligion, and after being

converted, and after receiving the Holy Ghost, rhagin in my own strength to try to
serve God.

I may be very diligent and doing a great deal, yetdall the time it is more the work of
human flesh than of God's Spirit. What a solemmgjd, that man can, without noticing
it, be shunted off from the line of the Holy Ghostto the line of the flesh; that he can be
most diligent and make great sacrifices, and yit &l in the power of the human will!
Ah, the great question for us to ask of God in-sgdmination is that we may be shown
whether our religious life is lived more in the pavof the flesh than in the power of the
Holy Spirit. A man may be a preacher, he may wodstdiligently in his ministry, a
man may be a Christian worker, and others mayftdiim that he makes great sacrifices,
and yet you can feel there is a want about it. ¥l that he is not a spiritual man; there
is no spirituality about his life. How many Chrestis there are about whom no one would
ever think of saying: "What a spiritual man he iglih! there is the weakness of the
Church of Christ. It is all in that one word --dle

Now, the flesh may manifest itself in many ways.may be manifested in fleshly

wisdom. My mind may be most active about religibmay preach or write or think or

meditate, and delight in being occupied with thirigsGod's Book and in God's

Kingdom; and yet the power of the Holy Ghost mayragkedly absent. | fear that if you
take the preaching throughout the Church of Clamgt ask why there is, alas! so little
converting power in the preaching of the Word, wigre is so much work and often so
little result for eternity, why the Word has sdlétpower to build up believers in holiness
and in consecration-the answer will come: It is #fisence of the power of the Holy
Ghost. And why is this? There can be no other medsd that the flesh and human
energy have taken the place that the Holy Ghoshtotgyhave. That was true of the
Galatians, it was true of the Corinthians. You kr@awl said to them: "I cannot speak to
you as to spiritual men; you ought to be spiritwain, but you are carnal." And you know

how often in the course of his epistles he hacdprave and condemn them for strife and
for divisions.



Lacking the Fruit of the Holy Spirit

A third thought:What are the proofs or indications that a churdtelthe Galatians, or a
Christian, is serving God in the power of the flesks perfecting in the flesh what was
begun in the Spirit?

The answer is very easy. Religious self-effort glsvands in sinful flesh. What was the
state of those Galatians? Striving to be justifigdthe works of the law. And yet they
were quarreling and in danger of devouring one f@rotCount up the expressions that
the apostle uses to indicate their want of love, yaou will find more than twelve -- envy,
jealousy, bitterness, strife, and all sorts of espions. Read in the fourth and fifth
chapters what he says about that. You see how ttiex} to serve God in their own
strength, and they failed utterly. All this relig® effort resulted in failure. The power of
sin and the sinful flesh got the better of thend #reir whole condition was one of the
saddest that could be thought of.

This comes to us with unspeakable solemnity. Tier@ complaint everywhere in the
Christian Church of the want of a high standardngggrity and godliness, even among
the professing members of Christian churches. lereber a sermon which | heard
preached on commercial morality. And, oh, if we ap&ot only of the commercial
morality or immorality, but if we go into the homeg Christians, and if we think of the
life to which God has called His children, and whide enables them to live by the Holy
Ghost, and if we think of how much, neverthelebsré is of unlovingness and temper
and sharpness and bitterness, and if we think hawhnthere is very often of strife
among the members of churches, and how much tsedd envy and jealousy and
sensitiveness and pride, then we are compelledyto"8here are marks of the presence
of the Spirit of the Lamb of God?" Wanting, sadlgnting!

Many people speak of these things as though thene wlee natural result of our
feebleness and cannot well be helped. Many pepeglaksof these things as sins, yet have
given up the hope of conquering them'. Many pespkak of these things in the church
around them, and do not see the least prospegeohaving the things changed. There is
no prospect until there comes a radical changd,thetChurch of God begins to see that
every sin in the believer comes from the fleshmfra fleshly life midst our religious
activities, from a striving in self-effort to sereod. Until we learn to make confession,
and until we begin to see, we must somehow or akeiGod's Spirit in power back to
His Church, we must fail. Where did the Church hagiPentecost? There they began in
the Spirit. But, alas, how the Church of the nestitary went off into the flesh! They
thought to perfect the Church in the flesh.

Do not let us think, because the blessed Reformatéstored the great doctrine of
justification by faith, that the power of the HdBpirit was then fully restored. If it is our

faith that God is going to have mercy on His Churcthese last ages, it will be because
the doctrine and the truth about the Holy Spiril wot only be studied, but sought after
with a whole heart; and not only because that twith be sought after, but because
ministers and congregations will be found bowindobe God in deep abasement with



one cry: "We have grieved God's Spirit; we havedtio be Christian churches with as
little as possible of God's Spirit; we have notgduo be churches filled with the Holy
Ghost."

All the feebleness in the Church is owing to thieigsal of the Church to obey its God.

And why is that so? | know your answer. You say:e"@fe too feeble and too helpless,
and we try to obey, and we vow to obey, but somelveviail."

Ah, yes;you fail because you do not accept the strengthaaf God alone can work out

His will in you. You cannot work out God's will, bidis Holy Spirit can; and until the

Church, until believers grasp this, and cease gripgyn human effort to do God's will, and
wait upon the Holy Spirit to come with all His omoient and enabling power, the
Church will never be what God wants her to be,&hdt God is willing to make of her.

Yielding to the Holy Spirit
| come now to my last thought, the questidrhat is the way to restoration?

Beloved friend, the answer is simple and easyhdt train has been shunted off, there is
nothing for it but to come back to the point at gbhit was led away. The Galatians had
no other way in returning but to come back to whbey had gone wrong, to come back
from all religious effort in their own strength, cafrom seeking anything by their own
work, and to yield themselves humbly to the Holyri&prhere is no other way for us as
individuals.

Is there any brother or sister whose heart is dgonsc"Alas! my life knows but little of
the power of the Holy Ghost"? | come to you withd@omessage that you can have no
conception of what your life would be in the poweéithe Holy Spirit. It is too high and
too blessed and too wonderful, but | bring you thessage that just as truly as the
everlasting Son of God came to this world and whbujs wonderful works, that just as
truly as on Calvary He died and wrought out youteraption by His precious blood, so,
just as truly, can the Holy Spirit come into yowalt that with His divine power He may
sanctify you and enable you to do God's blessel] and fill your heart with joy and
with strength. But, alas! we have forgotten, weehgvieved, we have dishonored the
Holy Spirit, and He has not been able to do Hiskw&ut | bring you the message: The
Father in Heaven loves to fill His children withdHHoly Spirit. God longs to give each
one individually, separately, the power of the H8Igirit for daily life. The command
comes to us individually, unitedly. God wants usHas children to arise and place our
sins before Him, and to call upon Him for mercy., @te ye so foolish? Having begun in
the Spirit, are ye perfecting in the flesh thatebhivas begun in the Spirit? Let us bow in
shame, and confess before God how our fleshly iogljgour self-effort, and self-
confidence, have been the cause of every failure.

| have often been asked by young Christians: "Véhy that | fail so? | did so solemnly
vow with my whole heart, and did desire to servedGavhy have | failed?"



To such | always give the one answer: "My deamnftijeyou are trying to do in your own
strength what Christ alone can do in you."

And when they tell me: "I am sure | knew Christredacould do it, | was not trusting in
myself," my answer always is:

"You were trusting in yourself or you could not ledailed. If you had trusted Christ, He
could not fail."

Oh, this perfecting in the flesh what was beguthm Spirit runs far deeper through us
than we know. Let us ask God to discover to us ithist only when we are brought to

utter shame and emptiness that we shall be preparesteive the blessing that comes
from on high.

And so | come with these two questions. Are yoinlly beloved brother-minister -- | ask
it of every minister of the Gospel -- are you liginnder the power of the Holy Ghost?
Are you living as an anointed, Spirit-filled man your ministry and your life before

God? O brethren, our place is an awful one. We tashow people what God will do

for us, not in our words and teaching, but in d@ier IGod help us to do it!

| ask it of every member of Christ's Church andweéry believer: Are you living a life
under the power of the Holy Spirit day by day, @ wou attempting to live without that?
Remember you cannot. Are you consecrated, giveto tipe Spirit to work in you and to
live in you? Oh, come and confess every failureteshper, every failure of tongue
however small, every failure owing to the absenicéhe® Holy Spirit and the presence of
the power of self. Are you consecrated, are yoemp to the Holy Spirit?

If your answer be No, then | come with a secondstioe -- Are youwilling to be
consecrated? Are you willing to give up yourselfth® power of the Holy Spirit?

You well know that the human side of consecratiolh mot help you. | may consecrate
myself a hundred times with all the intensity of fging, and that will not help me.
What will help me is this -- that God from Heavexepts and seals the consecration.

And now are you willing to give yourselves up te tHoly Spirit? You can do it now. A

great deal may still be dark and dim, and beyondtwe understand, and you may feel
nothing; but come. God alone can effect the cha@gel alone, who gave us the Holy
Spirit, can restore the Holy Spirit in power intardife. God alone can "strengthen us
with might by his Spirit in the inner man." And éwery waiting heart that will make the
sacrifice, and give up everything, and give timeitp and pray to God, the answer will
come. The blessing is not far off. Our God deligtashelp us. He will enable us to
perfect, not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, wiagts begun in the Spirit.



Kept By The Power Of God

The words from which | speak, you will find in 1tBe1:5. The third, fourth and fifth
verses are: "Blessed be the God and Father of ord lesus Christ, which . . . hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the restioe of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
an inheritance incorruptible . . . reserved in legafor you, who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation."” The words of teyt are: "Kept by the power of God
through faith.”

There we have two wonderful, blessed truths abloeitkeeping by which a believer is
kept unto salvation. One truth isept by the power of God; and the other truth ispK
through faith We should look at the two sides -- at God's sidé His almighty power,
offered to us to be our Keeper every moment ofdhg; and at the human side, we
having nothing to do but in faith to let God do Keeping work. We are begotten again
to an inheritance kept in Heaven for us; and wekeg here on earth by the power of
God. We see there is a double keepitige-inheritance kept for me in Heaven, and | on
earth kept for the inheritance there

Now, as to the first part of this keeping, theradasdoubt and no question. God keeps the
inheritance in Heaven very wonderfully and perfgciind it is waiting there safely. And
the same God keeps me for the inheritance. Thalhad | want to understand.

You know it is very foolish of a father to take gterouble to have an inheritance for his
children, and to keep it for them, if he does re¢them for it. What would you think of
a man spending his whole time and making everyifggcto amass money, and as he
gets his tens of thousands, you ask him why ih& he sacrifices himself so, and his
answer is: "l want to leave my children a largeeintance, and | am keeping it for them"
-- if you were then to hear that that man takegraoble to educate his children, that he
allows them to run upon the street wild, and toogoin paths of sin and ignorance and
folly, what would you think of him? Would not yoays "Poor man! he is keeping an
inheritance for his children, but he is not keepmgpreparing his children for the
inheritance"! And there are so many Christians whiok: "My God is keeping the
inheritance for me"; but they cannot believe: "Myodsis keeping me for that
inheritance." The same power, the same love, time $30d doing the double work.

Now, | want to speak about a work God does upo# keeping us for the inheritance. |
have already said that we have two very simplésuthe one the divine sidewe are
kept by the power of Gothe other, the human sidewe are kept through faith

l.

First look at the divine side—



KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD.
Think, first of all, thathis keeping is all-inclusive

What is kept?You are kept. How much of you? The whole being. Does &eep one
part of you and not another? No. Some people havdea that this is a sort of vague,
general keeping, and that God will keep them irhsuevay that when they die they will
get to Heaven. But they do not apply that w&ept to everything in their being and
nature. And yet that is what God wants.

Here | have a watch. Suppose that this watch had berrowed from a friend, and he
said to me:

"When you go to Europe, | will let you take it wiglou, but mind you keep it safely and
bring it back."

And suppose | damaged the watch, and had the Haoken, and the face defaced, and
some of the wheels and springs spoiled, and tobkdk in that condition, and handed it
to my friend; he would say:

"Ah, but | gave you that watch on condition thatiyeould keep it."
"Have | not kept it? There is the watch."

"But | did not want you to keep it in that genenay, so that you should bring me back
only the shell of the watch, or the remains. | etpé you to keep every part of it."

And so God does not want to keep us in this gemeagt| so that at the last, somehow or
other, we shall be saved as by fire, and justiget lHeaven. But the keeping power and
the love of God applies to every particular of bamng.

There are some people who think God will keep thenspiritual things, but not in
temporal things. This latter, they say, lies owsal His line. Now, God sends you to
work in the world, but He did not say: "I must nésave you to go and earn your own
money, and to get your livelihood for yourself." laows you are not able to keep
yourself. But God says: "My child, there is no wordu are to do, and no business in
which you are engaged, and not a cent which youaaspend, but I, your Father, will
take that up into my keeping." God not only camsthe spiritual, but for the temporal
also. The greater part of the life of many peoplesinbe spent, sometimes eight or nine
or ten hours a day, amid the temptations and distres of business; but God will care
for you there. The keeping of God includes all.

There are other people who think: "Ah! in time oélt God keeps me, but in times of
prosperity | do not need His keeping; then | forgen and let Him go." Others, again,
think the very opposite. They think: "In time ofogperity, when things are smooth and



quiet, | am able to cling to God, but when heavgldrcome, somehow or other my will
rebels, and God does not keep me then."

Now, | bring you the message that in prosperitynaadversity, in the sunshine as in the
dark, your God is ready to keep you all the time.

Then again, there are others who think of this keephus: "God will keep me from
doing very great wickedness, but there are smafl kicannot expect God to keep me
from. There is the sin of temper. | cannot expeatl @ conquer that."

When you hear of some man who has been temptedgane astray or fallen into
drunkenness or murder, you thank God for His kegpower.

"I might have done the same as that man," you "sia¢god had not kept me." And you
believe He kept you from drunkenness and murder.

And why do you not need believe that God can keepfsom outbreaks of temper? You
thought that this was of less importance; you dmt nemember that the great
commandment of the New Testament is - "Love ondhanas | have loved you." And
when your temper and hasty judgment and sharp weaaie out, you sinned against the
highest law -- the law of God's love. And yet yay:s'God will not, God cannot" -- no,
you will not say, God cannot; but you say, "God slo®t keep me from that." You
perhaps say: "He can; but there is something ith@atecannot attain to it, and which God
does not take away."

| want to ask you, Can believers live a holier lifian is generally lived? Can believers
experience the keeping power of God all the daketep them from sin? Can believers
be kept in fellowship with God? And | bring you a&ssage from the Word of God, in
these wordsKept by the power of Godlhere is no qualifying clause to them. The
meaning is, that if you will entrust yourself eaty and absolutely to the omnipotence of
God,

HE WILL DELIGHT TO KEEP YOU.

Some people think that they never can get so fénasevery word of their mouth should
be to the glory of God. But it is what God wantglegm, it is what God expects of them.
God is willing to set a watch at the door of thmiouth, and if God will do that, cannot
He keep their tongue and their lips? He can; aatithwhat God is going to do for them
that trust Him. God's keeping is all-inclusive, datleveryone who longs to live a holy
life think out all their needs, and all their weakses, and all their shortcomings, and all
their sins, and say deliberately: "Is there anytlsat my God cannot keep me from?" And
the heart will have to answer: "No; God can keegnme every sin."

Secondly, if you want to understand this keepimgnember that it is not only an all-
inclusive keeping, but it is



AN ALMIGHTY KEEPING.

| want to get that truth burned into my soul; | wemworship God until my whole heart
is filled with the thought of His omnipotence. Gdalmighty, and the Almighty God
offers Himself to work in my heart, to do the wark keeping me; and | want to get
linked with Omnipotence, or rather, linked to then@potent One, to the living God, and
to have my place in the hollow of His hand. Youd¢lae Psalms, and you think of the
wonderful thoughts in many of the expressions Detid uses; as, for instance, when he
speaks about God beimgur God, our Fortress, our Refuge, our strong Tqwaur
Strength and our SalvatioRavid had very wonderful views of how the eveilagtGod

is Himself the hiding place of the believing soahd of how He takes the believer and
keeps him in the very hollow of His hand, in thersé of His pavilion, under the shadow
of His wings, under His very feathers. And therevibdived. And oh, we who are the
children of Pentecost, we who have known Christidisdblood and the Holy Ghost sent
down from Heaven, why is it we know so little of attit is to walk tremblingly step by
step with the Almighty God as our Keeper?

Have you ever thought that in every action of gracgour heart you have the whole
omnipotence of God engaged to bless you? When edoma man and he bestows upon
me a gift of money, | get it and go away with ite Has given me something of his; the
rest he keeps for himself. But that is not the waétyh the power of God. God can part
with nothing of His own power, and therefore | eaperience the power and goodness
of God only so far as | am in contact and felloyshith Himself; and when | come into
contact and fellowship with Himself, | come intontact and fellowship with the whole
omnipotence of God, and have the omnipotence oftGbelp me every day.

A son has, perhaps, a very rich father, and asottmeer is about to commence business
the father says: "You can have as much money asvgotifor your undertaking.” All the
father has is at the disposal of the son. Andithtite way with God, your Almighty God.
You can hardly take it in; you feel yourself suchtéde worm. His omnipotence needed
to keep a little worm! Yes, His omnipotence is rexktb keep every little worm that lives
in the dust, and also to keep the universe, anefibre His omnipotence is much more
needed in keeping your soul and mine from the p@ism.

Oh, if you want to grow in grace, do learn to begere. In all your judgings and
meditations and thoughts and deeds and questioam#jstudies and prayers, learn to be
kept by your Almighty God. What is Almighty God ngbing to do for the child that
trusts Him? The Bible says: "Above all that we eak or think." It is Omnipotence you
must learn to know and trust, and then you wilelas a Christian ought to live. How
little we have learned to study God, and to undexstthat a godly life is a life full of
God, a life that loves God and waits on Him, angts Him, and allows Him to bless it!
We cannot do the will of God except by the powerGdd. God gives us the first
experience of His power to prepare us to long foranand to come and claim all that He
can do. God help us to trust Him every day.

Another thought. This keeping is not only all-ireke and omnipotent, but also



CONTINUOUS AND UNBROKEN.

People sometimes say: "For a week or a month Geddyat me very wonderfully: | have
lived in the light of His countenance, and | cansay what joy | have not had in
fellowship with Him. He has blessed me in my wook bthers. He has given me souls,
and at times | felt as if | were carried heavenweadle wings. But it did not continue. It
was too good; it could not last." And some say:w#s necessary that | should fall to
keep me humble." And others say: "I know it was awn fault; but somehow you
cannot always live up in the heights."

Oh, beloved, why is it? Can there by any reason thikykeeping of God should not be
continuous and unbroken? Just think. All life isuimbroken continuity. If my life were

stopped for half an hour | would be dead, and rfeydone. Life is a continuous thing,
and the life of God is the life of His Church, atne life of God is His almighty power

working in us. And God comes to us as the Almighte, and without any condition He
offers to be my Keeper, and His keeping means dagtby day, moment by moment,
God is going to keep us.

If I were to ask you the question: "Do you thinkdsis able to keep you one day from
actual transgression?" you would answer: "l noy d&mlow He is able to do it, but | think

He has done it. There have been days in which Hekiept my heart in His holy

presence, when, though | have always had a sitre within me, He has kept me
from conscious, actual transgression.”

Now, if He can do that for an hour or a day, why foo two days? Oh! let us make God's
omnipotence as revealed in His Word the measuoeiioéxpectations. Has God not said
in His Word: "I, the Lord, do keep it, and will vestit every moment"? What can that
mean? Does "every moment" mean every moment? DgdpgBamise of that vineyard or
red wine thatevery momentHe would water it so that the heat of the sun #rel
scorching wind might never dry it up? Yes. In Soéifhca they sometimes make a graft,
and above it they tie a bottle of water, so thaw ramd then there shall be a drop to
saturate what they have put about it. And so theston@ is kept there unceasingly until
the graft has had time to stroke, and resist tla¢ diethe sun.

Will our God, in His tenderhearted love toward ost keep us every moment when He
has promised to do so? Oh! if we once got holdefthought: Our whole religious life is

to be God's doing -- "It is God that worketh intaswill and to do of his good pleasure" -
- when once we get faith to expect that from Goald @ill do all for us.

The keeping is to be continuous. Every morning @ddmeet you as you wake. It is not
a question: If | forgot to wake in the morning witke thought of Him, what will come of
it? If you trust your waking to God, God will megiu in the morning as you wake with
His divine sunshine and love, and He will give ytbe consciousness that through the
day you have got God to take charge of you contislyowith His almighty power. And
God will meet you the next day and every day; amden mind if in the practice of
fellowship there comes failure sometimes. If yountan your position and say: "Lord, |



am going to expect Thee to do Thy utmost, and Igaing to trust Thee day by day to
keep me absolutely," your faith will grow strongard stronger, and you will know the
keeping power of God in unbrokenness.

And now the other side Believing "Kept by the power of Gothrough faith! How
must we look at this faith?

Let me say, first of all, that this faith means
UTTER IMPOTENCE AND HELPLESSNESS BEFORE GOD.

At the bottom of all faith there is a feeling oflplessness. If | have a bit of business to
transact, perhaps to buy a house, the conveyanegrduo the work of getting the transfer
of the property in my name, and making all the rageaments. | cannot do that work, and
in trusting that agent | confess | cannot do itdAo faith always means helplessness. In
many cases it means: | can do it with a great dettbuble, but another can do it better.
But in most cases it is utter helplessness; anatiust do it for me. And that is the secret
of the spiritual life. A man must learn to say:dive up everything; | have tried and
longed, and thought and prayed, but failure hasecddod has blessed me and helped
me, but still, in the long run, there has been sehrof sin and sadness.” What a change
comes when a man is thus broken down into uttgriéedness and self-despair, and says:
"l can do nothing!"

Remember Paul. He was living a blessed life, andhdae been taken up into the third
Heaven, and then the thorn in the flesh came, "ssemger of Satan to buffet me." And
what happened? Paul could not understand it, amqtdyed the Lord three times to take
it away; but the Lord said, in effect:

"No; it is possible that you might exalt yourselhd therefore | have sent you this trial to
keep you weak and humble."

And Paul then learned a lesson that he never foegut that was - to rejoice in his
infirmities. He said that the weaker he was thadpat was for him, for when he was
weak, he was strong in his Lord Christ.

Do you want to enter what people call "the hight"? Then go a step lower down. |
remember Dr. Boardman telling how that once he iwased by a gentleman to go to see
some works where they made fine shot, and | beliegeworkmen did so by pouring
down molten lead from a great height. This gentlemwanted to take Dr. Boardman up
to the top of the tower to see how the work waseddine doctor came to the tower, he
entered by the door, and began going upstairswbein he had gone a few steps the
gentleman called out:

"That is the wrong way. You must come down this whgt stair is locked up."



The gentleman took him downstairs a good many staps there an elevator was ready
to take him to the top; and he said:

"l have learned a lesson that going down is oftenttest way to get up.”

Ah, yes, God will have to bring us very low dowhgete will have to come upon us a
sense of emptiness and despair and nothingness. when we sink down in utter
helplessness that the everlasting God will reveiahddlf in His power, and that our
hearts will learn to trust God alone.

What is it that keeps us from trusting Him perfg2tMany a one says: "l believe what
you say, but there is one difficulty. If my trusere perfect and always abiding, all would
come right, for | know God will honor trust. Butwwam | to get that trust?"

My answer is: "By the death of self. The great hamte to trust is self-effort. So long as
you have got your own wisdom and thoughts and gtheryou cannot fully trust God.
But when God breaks you down, when everything etpngrow dim before your eyes,
and you see that you understand nothing, then &adming nigh, and if you will bow
down in nothingness and wait upon God, He will eeall.”

As long as we are something, God cannot be all,Hisdmnipotence cannot do its full
work. That is the beginning of faith -- utter deispaf self, a ceasing from man and
everything on earth, and finding our hope in Gazhal

And then, next, we must understand that faith is
REST.

In the beginning of the faith-life, faith is strdggy; but as long as faith is struggling,
faith has not attained its strength. But when faitits struggling gets to the end of itself,
and just throws itself upon God and rests on Himaptcomes joy and victory.

Perhaps | can make it plainer if | tell the stofyhow the Keswick Convention began.
Canon Battersby was an evangelical clergyman ofCimerch of England for more than
twenty years, a man of deep and tender godlinegshé had not the consciousness of
rest and victory over sin, and often was deeplyagatie thought of stumbling and failure
and sin. When he heard about the possibility afovi; he felt it was desirable, but it was
as if he could not attain it. On one occasion, &a&th an address on "Rest and Faith" from
the story of the nobleman who came from Capernau@ana to ask Christ to heal his
child. In the address it was shown that the nobtebedieved that Christ could help him
in a general way, but he came to Jesus a goodogeabhy of an experiment. He hoped
Christ would help him, but he had not any assuraridbat help. But what happened?
When Christ said to him: "Go thy way, for thy chiideth,” that man believed the word
that Jesus spoke; he rested in that word. He haatoaf that his child was well again,
and he had to walk back seven hours' journey te@apm. He walked back, and on the
way met his servant, and got the first news thatcthild was well, that at one o'clock on



the afternoon of the previous day, at the very tile# Jesus spoke to him, the fever left
the child. That father rested upon the word of demd His work, and he went down to
Capernaum and found his child well; and he praised, and became with his whole
house a believer and disciple of Jesus.

Oh, friends, that is faith! When God comes to mthule promise of His keeping, and |
have nothing on earth to trust in, | say to GochyWord is enough; kept by the power of
God." That is faith, that is rest.

When Canon Battersby heard that address, he wem ltfoat night, and in the darkness
of the night found rest. He rested on the word efu3. And the next morning, in the
streets of Oxford, he said to a friend: "I haverfdut!" Then he went and told others, and
asked that the Keswick Convention might be begund, those at the convention with
himself should testify simply what God had done.

It is a great thing when a man comes to rest onsGachighty power for every moment
of his life, in prospect of temptations to temped &aste and anger and unlovingness and
pride and sin. It is a great thing in prospecthdse to enter into a covenant with the
omnipotent Jehovah, not on account of anything éimgt man says, or of anything that
my heart feels, but on the strength of the WordGot: "Kept by the power of God
through faith.”

Oh, let us say to God that we are going to prova ki the very uttermost. Let us say:
We ask Thee for nothing more than Thou canst diwé,we want nothing less. Let us
say: My God, let my life be a proof of what the apmtent God can do. Let these be the
two dispositions of our souls every day -- deepleskness, and simple, childlike rest.

That brings me to just one more thought in regar@ith -- faith implies
FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.

Many people want to take the Word and believe tad, they find they cannot believe it.
Ah, no! you cannot separate God from His Word. Modness or power can be received
separate from God, and if you want to get into lifgsof godliness, you must take time
for fellowship with God.

People sometimes tell me: "My life is one of suchrsy and bustle that | have no time
for fellowship with God." A dear missionary said nee: "People do not know how we
missionaries are tempted. | get up at five o'ciocthe morning, and there are the natives
waiting for their orders for work. Then | have to t the school and spend hours there;
and then there is other work, and sixteen hourls alsng, and | hardly get time to be
alone with God."

Ah! there is the want. | pray you, remember twagisi | have not told you to trust the
omnipotence of God as a thing, and | have not yold to trust the Word of God as a
written book, but | have told you to go to the Gafdomnipotence and the God of the



Word. Deal with God as that nobleman dealt withlthieag Christ. Why was he able to
believe the word that Christ spoke to him? Becangbe very eyes and tones and voice
of Jesus, the Son of God, he saw and heard sorgetihiich made him feel that he could
trust Him. And that is what Christ can do for yaudane. Do not try to stir and arouse
faith from within. How often | have tried to do thand made a fool of myself! You
cannot stir up faith from the depths of your helagtave your heart, and look into the face
of Christ, and listen to what He tells you aboutvhide will keep you. Look up into the
face of your loving Father, and take time every déty Him, and begin a new life with
the deep emptiness and poverty of a man who hasajbtng, and who wants to get
everything from Him -- with the deep restfulnessaofan who rests on the living God,
the omnipotent Jehovah -- and try God, and prove HliHe will not open the windows
of Heaven and pour out a blessing that there sloalbe room to receive it.

| close by asking if you are willing to experiertoethe very full the heavenly keeping for
the heavenly inheritance? Robert Murray M'Cheyngs,ssomewhere: "Oh, God, make
me as holy as a pardoned sinner can be made."fAhdtiprayer is in your heart, come
now, and let us enter into a covenant with thelaséng and omnipotent Jehovah afresh,
and in great helplessness, but in great restfulples® ourselves in His hands. And then
as we enter into our covenant, let us have thepoager -- that we may believe fully that
the everlasting God is going to be our Companiaidihg our hand every moment of the
day; our Keeper, watching over us without a morsdnterval; our Father, delighting to
reveal Himself in our souls always. He has the pawdet the sunshine of His love be
with us all the day. Do not be afraid because yawvehgot your business that you cannot
have God with you always. Learn the lesson thanhttearal sun shines upon you all the
day, and you enjoy its light, and wherever youyare have got the sun; God takes care
that it shines upon you. And God will take carettHags own divine light shines upon
you, and that you shall abide in that light, if yaill only trust Him for it. Let us trust
God to do that with a great and entire trust.

Here is the omnipotence of God, and here is fatdthing out to the measure of that
omnipotence. Shall we not say: "All that that onatgmce can do, | am going to trust my
God for"? Are not the two sides of this heavenfe hvonderful? God's omnipotence
covers me, and my will in its littleness restshattomnipotence, and rejoices in it!

Moment by moment, I'm kept in His love;
Moment by moment, I've life from above;
Looking to Jesus, the glory doth shine;
Moment by moment, Oh, Lord, | am Thine!



"Ye Are the Branches"

An Address to Christian Workers

Everything depends on our being right ourselve€hnist. If | want good apples, | must
have a good apple tree; and if | care for the heaiitthe apple tree, the apple tree will
give me good apples. And it is just so with our i€tan life and worklIf our life with
Christ be right all will come right. There may be the need otinstion and suggestion
and help and training in the different departmaaitthe work; all that has value. But in
the long run, the greatest essential is to havéuthbfe in Christ--in other words, to have
Christ in us, working through us. | know how muttere often is to disturb us, or to
cause anxious questionings; but the Master has suitbssing for every one of us, and
such perfect peace and rest, and such joy andgitrehwe can only come into, and be
kept in, the right attitude toward Him.

| will take my text from the parable of the Vinedatne Branches, in John 15:5: "I am the
vine, ye are the branches." Especially these wdisare the branches.”

What a simple thing it is to be a branch, the binamica tree, or the branch of a vine! The
branch grows out of the vine, or out of the trae] there it lives and grows, and in due
time, bears fruit. It has no responsibility excgst to receive from the root and stem sap
and nourishment. And if we only by the Holy Spkitew our relationship to Jesus Christ,
our work would be changed into the brightest andstneeavenly thing upon earth.
Instead of there ever being soul-weariness or estltay our work would be like a new
experience, linking us to Jesus as nothing elsefeam alas! is it not often true that our
work comes between us and Jesus? What folly! The werk that He has to do in me,
and | for Him, | take up in such a way that it sgp@s me from Christ. Many a laborer in
the vineyard has complained that he has too muchk,wand not time for close
communion with Jesus, and that his usual work weskes inclination for prayer, and
that his too much intercourse with men darkenssthdtual life. Sad thought, that the
bearing of fruit should separate the branch froenvime! That must be because we have
looked upon our work as something other than tlaedir bearing fruit. May God deliver
us from every false thought about the Christiam lif

Now, just a few thoughts about this blessed brdifieh-
In the first place, it is

A LIFE OF ABSOLUTE DEPENDENCE.
The branch has nothing; it just depends upon thee Vior everything.Absolute
dependencds one of the most solemn and precious of thoughtgyreat German
theologian wrote two large volumes some years agshbw that the whole of Calvin's

theology is summed up in that one principleabkolute dependence upon Gaad he
was right. Another great writer has said thbsolute, unalterable dependence upon God



alone is the essence of the religion of angels, shraiild be that of men also. God is
everything to the angels, and He is willing to bergthing to the Christian. If | can learn
every moment of the day to depend upon God, eviegytill come right. You will get
the higher life if you depend absolutely upon God.

Now, here we find it with the vine and the brancHegery vine you ever see, or every
bunch of grapes that comes upon your table, leentind you that the branch is
absolutely dependent on the vine. The vine hastthe work, and the branch enjoys the
fruit of it.

What has the vine to do? It has to do a great wbHas to send its roots out into the soil
and hunt under the ground--the roots often extelmh@ way out--for nourishment, and
to drink in the moisture. Put certain elements ahore in certain directions, and the vine
sends its roots there, and then in its roots onsti turns the moisture and manure into
that special sap which is to make the fruit thdtasne. The vine does the work, and the
branch has just to receive from the vine the sdpchwis changed into grapes. | have
been told that at Hampton Court, London, therevsa that sometimes bore a couple of
thousand bunches of grapes, and people were dstonat its large growth and rich
fruitage. Afterward it was discovered what was ¢hase of it. Not so very far away runs
the River Thames, and the vine had stretched dts raway hundreds of yards under the
ground, until it had come to the riverside, and¢ha all the rich slime of the riverbed it
had found rich nourishment, and obtained moistanel the roots had drown the sap all
that distance up and up into the vine, and asudtré®re was the abundant, rich harvest.
The vine had the work to do, and the branches hsidtp depend upon the vine, and
receive what it gave.

Is that literally true of my Lord Jesus? Must | emstand that when | have to work, when
| have to preach a sermon, or address a Bible,ctast® go out and visit the poor,
neglected ones, that all the responsibility ofwloek is on Christ?

That is exactly what Christ wants you to understa®iarist wants that in all your work,
the very foundation should be the simple, blessed@ousness: Christ must care for all.

And how does He fulfill the trust of that dependénde does it by sending down the
Holy Spirit--not now and then only as a specialt,gibr remember the relationship
between the vine and the branches is such thalyhalaily, unceasingly there is the
living connection maintained. The sap does not ffowa time, and then stop, and then
flow again, but from moment to moment the sap flénos the vine to the branches. And
just so, my Lord Jesus wants me to take that bilegesition as a worker, and morning
by morning and day by day and hour by hour and Isyegtep, in every work | have to go
out to just to abide before Him in the simple utteiplessness of one who knows
nothing, and is nothing, and can do nothing. OHpJesl workers, study that word
nothing You sometimes sing: "Oh, to be nothing, nothirgit have you really studied
that word and prayed every day, and worshiped @othe light of it? Do you know the
blessedness of that wondthing?



If I am something, then God is not everything; ldien | becomenothing God can
become all, and the everlasting God in Christ eseal Himself fully. That is the higher
life. We need to become nothing. Someone has w&gllthat the seraphim and cherubim
are flames of fire because they know they are ngthand they allow God to put His
fullness and His glory and brightness into them, kdtome nothing in deep reality, and,
as a worker, study only one thing--to become poaret lower and more helpless, that
Christ may work all in you.

Workers, here is your first lesson: learn to béhimgf, learn to be helpless. The man who
has got something is not absolutely dependent;tiitman who has got nothing is
absolutely dependent. Absolute dependence uponisabeé secret of all power in work.
The branch has nothing but what it gets from theeyand you and | can have nothing
but what we get from Jesus.

But secondly, the life of the branch is not onlyf@ of entire dependence, but of
DEEP RESTFULNESS.

That little branch, if it could think, and if it atd feel, and if it could speak--that branch
away in Hampton Court vine, or on some of the wnllivines that we have in South
Africa, in our sunny land--if we could have a Bttbranch here today to talk to us, and if
we could say: "Come, branch of the vine, | wantetarn from you how | can be a true
branch of the living Vine," what would it answerReTlittle branch would whisper:

"Man, | hear that you are wise, and | know that yaum do a great many wonderful
things. | know you have much strength and wisdovemito you but | have one lesson
for you. With all your hurry and effort in Christiork you never prosper. The first thing
you need is to come and rest in your Lord Jesuat iBhwhat | do. Since | grew out of
that vine | have spent years and years, and al/¢ ldone is just to rest in the vine. When
the time of spring came | had no anxious thoughtawe. The vine began to pour its sap
into me, and to give the bud and leaf. And whentithe of summer came | had no care,
and in the great heat I trusted the vine to brimgstare to keep me fresh. And in the time
of harvest, when the owner came to pluck the grdpesd no care. If there was anything
in the grapes not good, the owner never blamedrdech, the blame was always on the
vine. And if you would be a true branch of Chrisie living Vine, just rest on Him. Let
Christ bear the responsibility.”

You say: "Won't that make me slothful?"

| tell you it will not. No one who learns to respan the living Christ can become
slothful, for the closer your contact with Chrisetmore of the Spirit of His zeal and love
will be borne in upon you. But, oh, begin to wonkthe midst of your entire dependence
by adding to thatleep restfulnes$\ man sometimes tries and tries to be dependaort u
Christ, but he worries himself about this absollgpendence; he tries and he cannot get
it. But let him sink down into entire restfulnesseey day.



In Thy strong hand | lay me down.
So shall the work be done;

For who can work so wondrously
As the Almighty One?

Worker, take your place every day at the feet sfidein the blessed peace and rest that
come from the knowledge--

| have no care, my cares are His!
| have no fear, He cares for all my fears.

Come, children of God, and understand that it & ltbrd Jesus who wants to work
through you. You complain of the want of ferventdoIt will come from Jesus. He will
give the divine love in your heart with which yoanclove people. That is the meaning of
the assurance: "The love of God is shed abroadiirhearts by the Holy Spirit"; and of
that other word: "The love of Christ constraineth"uChrist can give you a fountain of
love, so that you cannot help loving the most wrettand the most ungrateful, or those
who have wearied you hitherto. Rest in Christ, wha give wisdom and strength, and
you do not know how that restfulness will oftenywdo be the very best part of your
message. You plead with people and you argue, leddet the idea : "There is a man
arguing and striving with me." They only feel: "ldeare two men dealing with each
other.” But if you will let the deep rest of Godnee over you, the rest in Christ Jesus, the
peace and rest and holiness of Heaven, that nestfsilwill bring a blessing to the heart,
even more than the words you speak.

But a third thought, the branch teaches a lesson of
MUCH FRUITFULNESS.

You know the Lord Jesus Christ repeated that viaid often in that parable. He spoke,
first, of fruit, and then ofnore fruit and then omuch fruit Yes, you are ordained not
only to bear fruit, but to bear much fruit. "Herasxmy Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit." In the first place, Christ said: "I athe Vine, and my Father is the
Husbandman. My Father is the Husbandman who hageltd me and you." He who

will watch over the connection between Christ amel branches is God; and it is in the
power of God through Christ we are to bear fruit.

Oh, Christians, you know this world is perishing tbe want of workers. And it wants
not only more workers--the workers are saying, sonoee earnestly than others: "We
need not only more workers, but we need our worl@fsave a new power, a different
life; that we workers should be able to bring mblessing.” Children of God, | appeal to
you. You know what trouble you take, say, in a caksickness. You have a beloved
friend apparently in danger of death, and nothiag refresh that friend so much as a few
grapes, and they are out of season; but what oyl will take to get the grapes that
are to be the nourishment of this dying friend! Aal, there are around you people who
never go to church, and so many who go to churehdb not know Christ. And yet the



heavenly grapes, the grapes of Eshcol, the grapthe tneavenly Vine are not to be had
at any price, except as the child of God bears thehof his inner life in fellowship with
Christ. Except the children of God are filled witite sap of the heavenly Vine, except
they are filled with the Holy Spirit and the lové desus, they cannot bear much of the
real heavenly grape. We all confess there is atgieal of work, a great deal of
preaching and teaching and visiting, a great déahachinery, a great deal of earnest
effort of every kind; but there is not much mani&®n of the power of God in it.

What is wanting? There is wanting the close conoedbetween the worker and the
heavenly Vine. Christ, the heavenly Vine, has hitgssthat He could pour on tens of
thousands who are perishing. Christ, the heavenhe,Vhas power to provide the
heavenly grapes. But "Ye are the branches," andcgoumot bear heavenly fruit unless
you are in close connection with Jesus Christ.

Do not confoundvork andfruit. There may be a good deal of work for Christ thatot
the fruit of the heavenly Vine. Do not seek for wamly. Oh! study this question of
fruit-bearing. It means the very life and the veower and the very spirit and the very
love within the heart of the Son of God--it meams heavenly Vine Himself coming into
your heart and mine.

You know there are different sorts of grapes, eaith a different name, and every vine
provides exactly that peculiar aroma and juice Wigives the grape its particular flavor
and taste. Just so, there is in the heart of Chemsts a life, and a love, and a Spirit, and a
blessing, and a power for men, that are entirejveely and divine, and that will come
down into our hearts. Stand in close connectioh tie heavenly Vine and say:

"Lord Jesus, nothing less than the sap that fldwsugh Thyself, nothing less than the
Spirit of Thy divine life is what we ask. Lord Jasu pray Thee let Thy Spirit flow
through me in all my work for Thee."

| tell you again that the sap of the heavenly isaothing but the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is the life of the heavenly Vine, and whatuymust get from Christ is nothing less
than a strong inflow of the Holy Spirit. You neddekceedingly, and you want nothing
more than that. Remember that. Do not expect Cturigive a bit of strength here, and a
bit of blessing yonder, and a bit of help over ¢heéks the vine does its work in giving its
own peculiar sap to the branch, so expect Chrigfite His own Holy Spirit into your
heart, and then you will bear much fruit. And ifuybave only begun to bear fruit, and are
listening to the word of Christ in the parable, ‘ladruit,” "much fruit,” remember that in
order that you should bear more fruit you just regjmore of Jesus in your fife and heatrt.

We ministers of the Gospel, how we are in dangegetfing into a condition of work,
work, work! And we pray over it, but the freshnassl buoyancy and joy of the heavenly
life are not always present. Let us seek to undedsthat the life of the branch is a life of
much fruit, because it is a life rooted in Chrikg living, heavenly Vine.

A fourth thought: The life of the branch is



A LIFE OF CLOSE COMMUNION.

Let us again ask: What has the branch to do? Yowkhat precious, inexhaustible word
that Christ used: Abide. Your life is to be an amilife. And how is the abiding to be? It
is to be just like the branch in the vine, abidengry minute of the day. There are the
branches, in close communion, in unbroken commymoth the vine, from January to
December. And cannot | live every day--it is to @@ almost terrible thing that we
should ask the question--cannot | live in abidioghaunion with the heavenly Vine?

You say: "But | am so much occupied with other gjsifi

You may have ten hours' hard work daily, during ekhyour brain has to be occupied
with temporal things; God orders it so. But thedalg work is the work of the heart, not
of the brain, the work of the heart clinging to aedting in Jesus, a work in which the
Holy Spirit links us to Christ Jesus. Oh, do bedi¢liat deeper down than the brain, deep
down in the inner life, you can abide in Christ,that every moment you are free the
consciousness will Come:

"Blessed Jesus, | am still in Thee."

If you will learn for a time to put aside other Waand to get into this abiding contract
with the heavenly Vine, you will find that fruit Wicome.

What is the application to our life of this abidiogmmunion? What does it mean?

It meansclose fellowship with Christ in secret prayéam sure there are Christians who
do long for the higher fife, and who sometimes hguoe a great blessing, and have at
times found a great inflow of heavenly joy and aeagroutflow of heavenly gladness; and
yet after a time it has passed away. They haveindérstood that close personal actual
communion with Christ is an absolute necessitydfaly life. Take time to be alone with
Christ. Nothing in Heaven or earth can free younfithhe necessity for that, if you are to
be happy and holy Christians.

Oh! how many Christians look upon it as a burdes aax, and a duty, and a difficulty
to be often alone with God! That is the great hamde to our Christian life everywhere.
We need more quiet fellowship with God, and | yelli in the name of the heavenly Vine
that you cannot be healthy branches, brancheswhioh the heavenly sap can flow,
unless you take plenty of time for communion witledG If you are not willing to
sacrifice time to get alone with Him, and to giverHime every day to work in you, and
to keep up the link of connection between you amtgélf, He cannot give you that
blessing of His unbroken fellowship. Jesus Chrsitsayou to live in close communion
with Him. Let every heart say: "O, Christ, it iggh long for, it is this | choose." And He
will gladly give it to you.

And then my last thought: The life of the branch is



A LIFE OF ABSOLUTE SURRENDER.

This word, absolute surrender, is a great and solemrd, and | believe we do not
understand its meaning. But yet the little branaaphes it.

"Have you anything to do, little branch, besidearbey grapes?"
"Are you fit for nothing?"
"No, nothing"

Fit for nothing! The Bible says that a bit of vioennot even be used as a pen; it is fit for
nothing but to be burned.

"And now, what do you understand, little branchgathyour relationship to the vine?"

"My relationship is just this: | am utterly givemp tio the vine, and the vine can give me
as much or as little sap as it chooses. Here |taits disposal and the vine can do with
me what it likes."

Oh, friends, we need this absolute surrender td_thid Jesus Christ. The more | speak,
the more | feel that this is one of the most diffiqgpoints to make clear, and one of the
most important and needful points to explain--wthéd absolute surrender is. It is often
an easy thing for a man or a number of men to comand offer themselves up to God
for entire consecration, and to say: "Lord, it ig desire to give up myself entirely to

Thee." That is of great value, and often bringg/verh blessing. But the one question |
ought to study quietly is

WHAT IS MEANT BY ABSOLUTE SURRENDER?

It means that just as literally as Christ was givgnentirely to God, | am given up
entirely to Christ. Is that too strong? Some théok Some think that never can be; that
just as entirely and absolutely as Christ gave ug Ife to do nothing but seek the
Father's pleasure, and depend on the Father adlgotutd entirely, | am to do nothing
but to seek the pleasure of Christ. But that isiabt true. Christ Jesus came to breathe
His own Spirit into us, to make us find our verglimest happiness in living entirely for
God, just as He did. Oh, beloved brethren, if thahe case, then | ought to say:

"Yes, as true as it is of that little branch of thee, so true, by God's grace, | would have
it to be of me. | would live day by day that Chnsay be able to do with me what He
will."

Ah! here comes the terrible mistake that lies & Bbwottom of so much of our own
religion. A man thinks:



"I have my business and family duties, and my i@tships as a citizen, and all this |
cannot change. And now alongside all this | anmake tin religion and the service of God,
as something that will keep me from sin. God hegptoperform my duties properly!"

This is not right. When Christ came, He came angighbthe sinner with His blood. If
there was a slave market here and | were to blgva,d should take that slave away to
my own house from his old surroundings, and he ddiue at my house as my personal
property, and | could order him about all the dapd if he were a faithful slave, he
would live as having no will and no interests of biwn, his one care being to promote
the well-being and honor of his master. And in likanner I, who have been bought with
the blood of Christ, have been bought to live ewday with the one thought--How can |
please my Master?

Oh, we find the Christian life so difficult because seek for God's blessing while we
live in our own will. We should be glad to live ti@hristian life according to our own
liking. We make our own plans and choose our owmkwand then we ask the Lord
Jesus to come in and take care that sin shallorauer us too much, and that we shall
not go too far wrong; we ask Him to come in andegiss so much of His blessing. But
our relationship to Jesus ought to be such thaamseentirely at His disposal, and every
day come to Him humbly and straightforwardly ang sa

"Lord, is there anything in me that is not accogdio Thy will, that has not been ordered
by Thee, or that is not entirely given up to Thee?"

Oh, if we would wait and wait patiently, | tell yauhat the result would be. There would
spring up a relationship between us and Christlgsecand so tender that we should
afterward be amazed at how we formerly could haved| with the idea: "I am
surrendered to Christ." We should feel how farafistour intercourse with Him had
previously been, and that He can, and does indeade and take actual possession of us,
and gives unbroken fellowship all the day. The bhacalls us to absolute surrender.

I do not speak now so much about the giving uprd. sSThere are people who need that,
people who have got violent tempers, bad habiid,aamtual sins which they from time to
time commit, and which they have never given up ite very bosom of the Lamb of
God. | pray you, if you are branches of the liviWige, do not keep one sin back. | know
there are a great many difficulties about this tjoasof holiness. | know that all do not
think exactly the same with regard to it. That wbbk to me a matter of comparative
indifference if | could see that all are honestigding to be free from every sin. But | am
afraid that unconsciously there are in hearts ottempromises with the idea that we
cannot be without sin, we must sin a little eveay;dwve cannot help it. Oh, that people
would actually cry to God: "Lord, do keep me from!’sGive yourself utterly to Jesus,
and ask Him to do His very utmost for you in kegpyou from sin.

There is a great deal in our work, in our churctl aar surroundings that we found in the
world when we were born into it, and it has growrasound us, and we think that it is all



right, it cannot be changed. We do not come td_tivd Jesus and ask Him about it. Oh! |
advise you, Christian®ring everything into relationship with Jesasd say:

"Lord, everything in my life has to be in most cdetp harmony with my position as a
branch of Thee, the blessed Vine."

Let your surrender to Christ be absolute. | douraterstand that word surrender fully; it
gets new meanings every now and then; it enlamgesensely from time to time. But |
advise you to speak it out: "Absolute surrenderhiee, O Christ, is what | have chosen.”
And Christ will show you what is not according tasHnind, and lead you on to deeper
and higher blessedness.

In conclusion, let me gather up all in one sentefteist Jesus said: "I am the Vine, ye
are the branches." In other words: "I, the livingeOwho have so completely given
myself to you, am the Vine. You cannot trust me tmach. | am the Almighty Worker,
full of a divine life and power."” You are the bréwes of the Lord Jesus Christ. If there is
in your heart the consciousness that you are rsbtomg, healthy, fruit-bearing branch,
not closely linked with Jesus, not living in Him ysu should be--then listen to Him say:
"I am the Vine, | will receive you, | will draw yoto myself, | will bless you, | will
strengthen you, | will fill you with my Spirit. Ithe Vine, have taken you to be my
branches, | have given myself utterly to you; at@fd give yourselves utterly to me. |
have surrendered myself as God absolutely to ybecame man and died for you that |
might be entirely yours. Come and surrender youeseéntirely to be mine."”

What shall our answer be? Oh, let it be a pray@nfthe depths of our heart, that the
living Christ may take each one of us and link lose to Himself. Let our prayer be that
He, the living Vine, shall so link each of us tonkielf that we shall go away with our
hearts singing: "He is my Vine, and | am His braegshl want nothing more--now | have
the everlasting Vine." Then, when you get alonehwiim, worship and adore Him,

praise and trust Him, love Him and wait for HisdéoVThou art my Vine, and | am Thy

branch. It is enough, my soul is satisfied.”

Glory to His blessed name!



